Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 




JOSEPHINE S ROGER BENNETT 



leaiC HARVARD COLLEGE LIBRARYJgl 



c/ 



**i4c^... 



THE 

TEMPLE 

CLASSICS 




Edited by 

ISRAEL 
GOLLANCZ 





1^1 

■j'^jiii\[. ONNE l^^^^l 
HENRY J^M 



LIVES ^ .. 

JOHN DONNE JK 

HENRY '^" 

WOTTON 

RICHR 

HOOKEK 

GEORGE 

HERBERT Si 

5/IZAAK 

WALTON 

VOLUME ONE 



■CO: ALDlMt- HOUbe-\jO- 







u- /sr^outH, SirciunH.mirtn. antfwrt inaTimt 

" -■ tSe'ir ^eosti^n ^ii/e; Sue fwas not t^irc 



was tny Jater^carej, fa tnueH refniT 






liiy put 



witner tSir So 



.fn^f^J7i nclSi\f Sui-^e J'r^''i 






t 'Dayes 



^^ 




JOHNDONNF W^ 

HERBERT 8K ^H 
VOLUME ONE HV 


■ 


^^^^a 





^1 




LIVES ^ , 

JOHNDONNE 1 

HENRY 

WOTTON 1 
! RICHR 
' HOOKEFL ' 

GEORGE i 

HERBERT SS * 

s/izAAK ; 

WALTON 

>ADLUME ONE 


1 


■ 




M 


jg: ALPiMe- Mouse,- \jOTs:sone.*^^H 






>. 



UNIViikSITY 

NOV Iwe 




7 L > "/' • 



V ■ 



THE 

LIVES 

Dr yohn Donne^ 
^JSir Henry W^otton^ 
Mr Richard Hooker^ 
Mr George Herbert. 

Written by Izaak Walton. 

To which are added f ome Letters written 
by Mr George Herbert^ at his being in 
Cambridge : with others to his Mother, 
the Lady Magdalen Herbert^ written by 
John Donne ^ afterwards Dean of StPau/s. 

Eccief. 44. 7. 
Thefe 'were honourable men in their Generations, 

LONDON, 
Printed by Tho, Newcomb for Richard Marriott^ 
Sold by most BookCeVWt^. x^'^o^ 



\Title'page 0/ l6lo Ed«tion."\ 



CONTENTS 



ition to Dr. MorUyy Bishop of Winchesiet 


Page 
ix 


z to the Reader . . . . . 


xi 


luction to the Life of Dr 


, Donne 


3 


f Dr. Donne 




7 


)h by Dr, Corbet . 




104 


by Dr, King 




105 


by I^aak Walton . 




107 


r Dr, Donne's Works . 




III 


f Sir Henry Wotton 




117 


by Cowley . 




196 


f Sir Henry Wotton' s Works 


198 


ional Notes . 


, • ) 


201 



.. i. 



" These 'Were honourable men in their generations,** — 

EccLUS. xliv. 7. 



TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE AND 
REVEREND FATHER IN GOD, 

GEORGE, 

LORD BISHOP OF WINCHESTER, 

and prelate of the most noble order of 

the garter.* 

My Lord, 
T DID some years past, present you with a Dedica- 

plain relation of the Life of Mr. Richard tion 
Hooker, that humble man, to whose memory, 
Princes and the most learned of this nation, 
have paid a reverence at the mention of his 
name. And now, with Mr» Hooker's, I present 
you also, the Life of that pattern of primitive 
piety, Mr. George Herbert ; and with his the 
Life of Dr. Donne, and your friend Sir Henry 
Wotton, all reprinted. The two first were 

1 Dr. George Morley, distinguished by his un- 
shaken loyalty and attachment to Charles I. was, at 
the Restoration, first made Dean of Christ-church, 
and then Bishop of Worcester. In 1662 he was 
translated to the see of Winchester. Though nomi- 
nated one of the Assembly of Divines, he never did 
them the honour, nor himself the injury, to sit among 
them. During his absence from his native country, 
he endeared nimself to several learned foreigners, 
particularly to Andrew Rivettus, Heinsius, Saimasius, 
and Bochart. He constantly attended the young 
exiled King ; but not being permitted to follow him 
into Scotland, he retired to Antwerp, where for 
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DEDICATION 



a under your roof: for which reason, if 
1 they were worth it, you might justly challenge 
a Dedication. And indeed, so you might of 
Dr. Donne's, and Sir Henry Wotton's: be- 
cause, if I had been lit for this undertaking, it 
would not have been by ac({uired learning or 
study, but by the advantage of forty years' 
friendship, and thereby, with hearing and dis~ 
coursing with your Lordship, that hath enabled 
me to make the relation of these Lives pass- 
able — if they prove so — in an eloquent and 
captiousage. 

And indeed, my Lord, though these relations 
be well-meant sacrifices to the memory of these 
worthy men ; yet I have ao little confidence in 
my performance, that I beg paidon for supef- 
icribing your name to them : and desire all that 
know your Lordship, to apprehend this not as a 
Dedication, — at least by which you receive any 
addition of honour ; — but rather as an humble, 
and more publick acknowledgment, of your 
long-cODUnued, and your now daily favours to. 

My Lord, ^J 

your most affectionate, ^^| 

and most humble servant, ^H 

IZAAK WALTON, ^^ 

Church of EtighnJ twice every day, catechised ojiee 
a week, and administered ilic communiun once a 
moDCh to all the English in the town who conld 
come to jt; regularly and strictly obaEning all the 
parochial duliei of a clergyman, as he did aitenrardi 
at Breda for fonr yeari together. He died in 1684. 




PHOUGH the aeveral Imroductiona to iheae Doud^ 
.^seiai Lives havepartlydeclared the reasons J"''*- 
how, and why I undertook them, yet since they ^^._ 
are come to be reviewed, and augmented, and 
reprinted, and the four are now become one 
book,^ I desire leave to inform you that shall 
become my Reader, that when I sometimes 
look back upon my education and mean abilities, 
it :« not without some little wonder at myself, 
that I am come to be publicly in print. And 
(hough I have in those introductions declared 
some of the accidental reasons that occasioned 
me to be so, yet let me add this to what is there 
said, that by my undertaking to collect some 
notes for Sir Henry Wolton's writing the Life 
of Dr. Donne, and by Sir Henry Wotton's 
dying before he performed it, I became like 
those men that enter easily into a lawsuit or a 
quarrel, and having begun, cannot make a fair 
retreat and be quiet, when they desire it. — And 
really, after such a manner, I became engaged 

. necessity of writing the Life of Dr. 

t, contrary to my first intentions ; and 



* He had r 



: then writ 



1, which only fitist c; 



I Ihe Life of Biih 
neouiin 1(78. 



EPISTLE TO THE READER ^| 

la of that begot a like neceaaity of writing the Life 
""^ of his and my ever-hoDoured friend, Sir Henry 
J Wocton. 

And having writ theae two Lives, I lay quiet 
twenty years, without a thought of either troub- 
ling myself or others, by any new engagement 
in this kind ; for I thought I knew my unlitneas. 
But, about that time, Dr. Gauden^ (ihen Lord 
Bishop of ExeterJ published the Life of Mr. 
Richard Hooker (so he called it), with so many 
daogerous mistakes, both of him and his books, 
that discoursing of them with his Grace Gilbert, 
thai now is Lord Archbishop of Canterbury, 
he enjoined me to examine some circumstances, 
and then rectify the Bishop's mistakes, by gjving 
the world a fuller and truer account of Mr. 
Hooker and his books than that Bishop had 
done ; and I know 1 have done so. And let 
me tell the Reader, that till his Grace had laid 
this injunction upon me, I could not admit s. 
thought of any Alness in me to undertake it ; 

' Dr. John Gauden, born at Majland in Eeiex, 
educated at St. John'i ColUn, Cambridge, waj Dean 
of Booking, and Miner of Ihe Temple, in the begin- 
ning of the reign of Charles I. In 1660 he was made 
Bishop of Exeler, and from [hence promoted to 
Warceater in 1661, in which year he died, aged 57, 

It must be owned, that he was one of the Assembly 
of Divines in 164], and that he took the covenant ; 
to which, howeter, he made some scruples and ob- 

liii. lie abandoned the cause of the Parliament as 
toon at they relinquished iheir lirst avowed principles 
of rrfimring only, instead of txlirfaling Episcopacy and 



Mon 



r.-hy. 



EPISTLE TO THE READER ;(lii 

but when he twice had enjoined me to it, I then C 
decUned my own, and trusted his judgment, and " 
submitted to hU commands ; concluding, that 
if I did Dot, I could not forbenr accusing myself 
of disobedience, and indeed of ingratitude, for 
hia many favours. Thus I became engaged into 
the third life. 

For the life of that great example of holiness, 
Mr. George Herbert, I profess it to be bo far 
a free-will offering, that it was writ chiefly to 
please myself, but yet not without some respect 
to posterity : For though he was not a man that 
the Dexi age can forget, yet many of his parti- 
cular acts sad virtues might have been oeglected, 
or lost, if I had DOt collected and presented 
them to the imitation of those that shall succeed 
us : For I humbly conceive writing to be both 
a safer and truer preserver of men's virtuous 
actions than tradition ; especially as it is man- 
aged in this age. And I am also to tell the 
Reader, that though this life of Mr. Herbert 
was not by me writ in haste, yet I intended it 
a review before it should be made public ; but 
that was not allowed me, by reason of my 
absence from Loudon when it w^s printing; so 
that the Reader may find in it some mistakes, 
some double expressions, and some not very 
proper, and some that might have been con- 
tracted, and some faults that are not justly 
chargeable upon me, but the printer ; and yet I 
hope none ao great, as may not, by this con- 
feuion, purchase pardon from a good-natured 
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trrit- And now I wish, that as that leajned Jew/ 
.ives Josephus, and others, so these men had also wrifi 

i their own lives ; but since it is not the faihioa 
of these times, I wish their relations or friendi; 
would do it liir them, before delays make it toC) 
difficult. And I desire this the more, ' 
it is an honour due to the dead, and a generoo^ 
debt due to those that shall live and succeed ui 
and would to them prove both a content ant 
satisfaction. For when the next age ihall (a| 
this does] admire the learning and clear 
which that excellent casuist Dr. Sanderson hht 
late Bishop of Lincoln) hath demonstratea i 

»hii sermons and other writings ; who, if thev 
love virtue, would not rejoice to know, that thif 
good man was as remarkable for the meekoeig 
and innocence of his life, as for bis great aD4 
useful learning ; and indeed as remarkable fb( 
his fortitude in his long and patient auiTeriDg 
(under them that then called themselvi 
godly party) for that doctrine which he had 
preached and printed la the happy days of th* 
'on'e and the Church's peace ! And who 
lid not be content to have the like accoUDl 
, of Dr. Field,' that great schoolman, and othef) 

> Dr. Richard Field, Chaplain tn James I. a 

I Dean oF Gloucester, died Not, ii, i«i6,-lbe frit 

- Mr. Richard Hooker, and one of the most lett] 

n of his age. He was the author uf a work 

I titled "Of theChurch,"fo!, 1606-10.— Jamei I, w 

first heard him preach >aid, "Thii is a PMiitt 
I God to dwell In."— With the tame allusion Full 
|. tails him thai learned divine, " whose m«n 
lleth like a FUld that the Lord halh blessed. 



EPISTLE TO THE READER xv 

of noted learning ? And though I cannot hope A Wish 
that my example or reason can persuade to this 
undertaking, yet I please myself, that I shall 
conclude my Preface with wishing that it 
were so. 

I. W. 

Anthony Wood mentions a manuscript, written by 
Nathaniel Field, Rector of Stourton, in Wiltshire, 
containing <<Some short Memorials concerning the 
Lrife of that Rev. Divine, Dr. Richard Field, Pre- 
bendary of Windsor," &c. The feature which pecu- 
liarly marked his disposition, was an aversion to 
those disputes on the Arminian points, which then 
began to disturb the peace of the Church, and from 
which he dreaded the most unhappy consequences. 
It was his ambition to conciliate, not to irritate. 



THE LIFE 



or 



DR. JOHN DONNE, 



>, 



LATE DEAN OF ST. PAUL S CHURCH, LONDON. 

** H* didwmtders in his life, and at his death his tvorh tuere 
marvellous," — EccLUS. xlviii, 14, 



INTRODUCTION 

TO THE 

LIFE OF DOCTOR DONNE: 

AS ORIGINALLY PREFIXED TO THE FIRST COLLECTION 
OF HIS SERMONS IN 1640.^ 

TF that great master of language and art, Sir Donne's 
Henry Wotton, the late Provost of Eton best bio- 
College, had lived to see the publication of these S^P"*' 
Sermons, he had presented the world with the 
Author's life exactly written ; and 'twas pity he 
did not, for it was a work worthy his undertaking, 
and he fit to undertake it: betwixt whom and the 
Author there was so mutual a knowledge, and 
such a friendship contracted in their youth, as 
nothing but death could force a separation. And, 
though their bodies were divided, their affec- 
tions were not ; for that learned Knight's love 
followed his friend's fame beyond death and the 
forgetful grave ; which he testified by entreating 
me, whom he acquainted with his design, to 
enquire of some particulars that concerned it, not 

^ In 1658 the Life of Donne was published sepa- 
rately, with a letter of dedication to Sir Robert Holt 
of Aston, in the county of Warwick, Baronet. 
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INTRODUCTION 

A sub- doubtiDg but my knowledge ot the Author, and 

stitute love to his memory, might make ray diligence 

useful : 1 did most gladly undertake the employ- 

Iment, and continued it with great content, till I 
had made my collection ready lo be augmented 
and completed by his matchless pen : but then 
death prevented his intentions. 
When I heard that sad new>, and heard also 
that these Sermons were (o be printed, and want 
the Author's life, which I thought to be very 
remarkable; indignation or grief — indeed 1 know 
not which — transported me bo far, that I re- 
viewed my forsaken collections, and resolved the 
world should see the beat plain picture of the 
Author's life, that my artless pencil, guided by 
the hand of truth, could present to it. 
And if I shall now be demanded, as once 
Pompey's poor bondman was [Plutarch], " the 
gratefiil wretch had been left alone on the sea- 
shore with the forsaken dead body of his once 
glorious lord and master ; and was then gather- 
ing the scattered pieces of an old broken boat, 
to make a funeral pile to burn it ; which was 
the custom of the Romans — Who art thou, 
that alone hast the honour to bury the body of 
Pompey the Great ? " So, who am I, that 
do thus officiously set the Author's memory on 
fire ? I hope the question will prove to have in 
it more of wonder than disdain ; but wonder 
indeed the reader may, that I, who profess my- 
self artless, should presume with my faint light 
to shew forth his life, whose very name makes 
it illustrious I But, be this to the disadva 
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of the person represented : certain I am, it is to An 
the advantage of the beholder, who shall here apologfy 
see the Author's picture in a natural dress, which 
ought to beget faith in what is spoken : for he 
that wants skill to deceive, may safely be trusted. 

And if the Author's glorious spirit, which 
now is in heaven, can have the leisure to look 
down and see me, the poorest, the meanest of 
all his friends, in the midst of his officious duty, 
confident I am, that he will not disdain this 
well-meant sacrifice to his memory : for, whilst 
his conversation made me and many others happy 
below, I know his humility and gentleness were 
then eminent ; and, I have heard divines say, 
those virtues that were but sparks upon earth, 
become great and glorious flames in heaven. 

Before I proceed further, I am to entreat the 
reader to take notice, that when Doctor Donne's 
Sermons were first printed, this was then my 
excuse for daring to write his life ; and I dare 
not now appear without it. 
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THE LIFE 

OF 

DR. JOHN DONNE, 

LATE DEAN OF ST. PAUl's CHURCH, LONDON. 

"V/r ASTER JOHN DONNE was born in Parent- 
London, in the year 1573, of good and age 
virtuous parents : and, though his own learning 
and other multiplied merits may justly appear 
sufHcient to dignify both himself and his posterity; 
yet the reader may be pleased to know, that his 
father was masculinely and lineally descended 
from a very ancient family in Wales, where many 
of his name now live, that deserve, and have 
great reputation in that country.^ 

By his mother he was descended of the family 
of the famous and learned Sir Thomas More, 

^ Fuller, in his Church History, b. x. p. 1x2, 
mentions these circumstances most probably from 
the present work ; since he concludes his notice of 
Donne by saying, that his *<iife is no less truly than 
elegantly written, by my worthily respected friend 
Mr. Izaak Walton, whence the Reader may store 
himself with further information. ** In the first two 
editions of the life of Donne, there is no separation 
between the Introduction and Memoir ; and no year 
mentioned for his time of birth. 
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His first sometime Lord ChaDccllor of I^ngland : as also, 
breeding from that worthy and laborious Judge Rastall,' 
who left posterity the vast Siatutea of the Law 
o( this nation most exactly abridged. 

He had his first breeding in his father's house, 
where a private tutor had the care of him, until 
the tenth year of his age ; and, in his eleveoth 
year, was seot to the uoiveraity of Oxford ; 
having at that time a good command both o( 
the French and Latin tongue.^ This, and some 
other of his remarkable abilities, made one then 
give this censure of him ; That this age had 
brought forth another Picus Mirandula ; ^ of 

1 WiUiom Rastall, or Rastell, was an emioetic 
Printer of London, and ihe soa of John Rastall and 
EUzabeth, the sister of Sir Thomas More. He vrai 
born and educalod in London, and about ijij, aC the 
age of i7i was sent to Oxford, after which he entered 
of Lincoln's Inn, and became an excellent lawyer. 
On the change of religion in England he went to 
Lonvain, being a lealons Catholic ; line on the acces- 
sion of Mary he returned and filled several oAicea of 
grem repute, of which one was Justice of the Com- 
mon Pleas. In the reign of Eliiabeth he again 
returned to Louvain, and died there August 17th, 
156J. There are several works ascribed to him, of 
which it is doubtful if he were the author j but the 
>' abregement of the Stalutys," alluded to in tEie text, 
was first published by him in Kvo. 1559. 

* It is quaintly said in the first edition that he had 
"a command of the French and Latine tonguen, 
when others can scarce speak their owne." 

3 John PIcus, Prince of Mirandula, a Duchy in 
Italy, now the property of the Dukes of Modern, 
was bom Feb. 14th, 1463. He is said to have under- 
stood twenty-cwo languages at the age of iS; and 
a( 14. he discoursed on every branch of knowUdn 



OR. JOHH DONNE 

whom etory lays, that he was rather born, than J 
made wIk by study. ( 

There he remained for some years in Hart- 
Hall,^ having, for the advancement of his studies, 
tutors of several sciences to attend and instruct 
him, till lime made him capable, and hit learn- 
ing expressed in public exercises, declared him 
worthy, to receive his lirst degree in the schools, 
which he forbore by advice from his friends, 
who, being for their religion of the Romish 
perauasion, were conscionably averse to some 
parts of the oath that is always tendered at those 
times, and not to be refused by those that expect 
the titulary honour of their studies. 

About the fourteenth year of his age, he was 
transplanted from Oxford to Cambridge ; where, 
that he might receive nourishment from both soils, 
be itaid till his seventeenth year ; all which time 
he was a most laborious student, often changing 
his studies, but endeavouring to take no degree, 
for the reasons formerly mentioned. 

About the seventeenth year of his age he was 
removed to London, and then admitted into 
Lincoln's Inn,- with an intent to study the Law ; 

The death of hU friead Lorenzo de' MedicU, io much 
alTiicCed him, that he resigned his sovereignty to his 
nephew, and died in reliremenc at Flarence, Nov. 
17th, 1494. Hla worka were chiefly Contronenial 
Theology, with some familiar Epistles. His name 
does not occur in Walton's first edition. 

> Now Hertford College, 

* Hia name is entered in >he admiKlion-bookof the 
,btp under the j+th year of Elii,, Chriitopher Brooke 
idward Loftoa being hia two sureties. 
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I where he gave great testimonies of his wit, his 
1 learning, and of his improvement in that pro- 
fession ; which never served him for other use 
than an ornament and self-satia fact ion. 

His father died before his admission into this 
society ; and, being a merchant, left him his 
portion in money. (It was _^3000.) His 
mother, and those to whose care he was com- 
mitted, were watchful to improve his knowledge, 
and to that end appointed him tutori both in the 
mathematics, and in all the other libera] sciences, 
to attend him. But with these arts, they were 
advised to instil into him particular principles 
of the Romish Church ; of which those tutors 
professed, though secretly, themselves to be 
members. 

They had almost obliged him to their faith ; 
having for their advantage, besides many oppor- 
tunities, the example of his dear and pious 
parents, which was a most powerful persuasion, 
and did work much upon him, as he professeth 
in his preface to his Pseudo- Martyr,^ a book of 
which the reader shall hare some account in 
what follows. 



I ■• I had a longer wo 
men : for I wa> first to b 
of the Romane rcligiun 3 
the examples and against 
hold 



o thar 



other 



wrestle both again if 
aions, by irhich tome 

icipations early layde 

both by persona who by nature 
- ' will, and others 

ig and 



upon my conscience, both by persona who b; 
had a power and iuperiority over my will, an 
who by their learning and good life teemei 
justly to claime an interest for the guidi 
rectifying of mine underttandlng in these ma 



DR. JOHN DONNE 

He was dow entered ioto the eighteenth year Studies 
of his age ; and at that lime had betrothed him- Divinity 
self to no religion, that might give him any other 
denomination than a Christian. And reason 
and piety had both persuaded him, that there 
could be no such sin as Schism, if an adherence 
to some visible Church were not necessary. 

About the nineteenth year of his age, he, 
being then unresolved what religion to adhere 
to, and considering how much it concerned his 
soul to choose the most orthodox, did there- 
fore, — though his youth and health promised 
hira a long life — to rectify all scruples that 
might concern that, presently lay aside all study 
of the Law, and of all other sciences that might 
give him a denomination ; and began seriously 
to survey and consider the body of Divinity, as 
it was then controverted betwixt the Reformed 
and the Roman Church. And, as God's blessed 
Spirit did then awaken him to the search, and 
in that industry did never forsake him — they 
be his own words Qin his Preface to Pseudo- 
Martyr]— so he calls the same Holy Spirit to 
witness this protestation ; that in that disquisi- 
tion and search, he proceeded with humility and 
diffidence in himself; and by that which he 
took to be the safest way ; namely, frequent 
prayers, and an indifferent alFection to both 
parties ; and indeed, Truth had too much light 
about her to be hid from so sharp an enquirer ; 
and he had too much ingenuity, not to acknow- 
ledge he had found her. 

Being to undertake this search, he believed 
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- the Cardinal Bellarmiiiei to be the belt defender 

^ of the Roman cause, and therefore betook him- 
self to the examination of his reasoni. The 
cause was weighty, and wilful delays had been 
both towards God and his own 
; he therefore proceeded in this 
search with all moderate haste, and about the 
twentieth year of his age, did shew the then 
Dean of Gloucester ^ — whose name my memory 
hath now lost — all the Cardinal's works marked 
with many weighty observations under his own 
hand ; which works were bequeathed by him, 
at his death, as a legacy to a most dear friend. 

About a year following he resolved to travel : 
and the Earl of Essex going first to Cales ' 

' One of the most celebrated controversial writers 
of his lime ; he was born in Tuicanj in 1541, and 
became a Jesuit in ijfio. Until IJ76, he was a 
teacher of DitiniCf in the Low Councrle), but he 
then commenced reading coniroTcrsial Lectures at 
Rome; and with such sacceis, that Sixtus V. sent 
him with his Legate into France, to assist in the 
event of an^ religious dispnte. In ijg9, Clement Vm. 
created him a Cardinal, and he resided in the Vatican 
from 1605 till 1611, when he left it in declining 
health, and died in the House of the JeEuits, Sept. 
17111. His work alluded 10, ie entitled " Diipulaiiiiitci 
dt Coidrtviriiii Ckrutiiuj: Fidci, advrriai mi Irmparit 
H^rHk-a," Cologne, iGio, 4 vols. lol. 

" Dr. Anthony Rudde, a native of Yorkshire, and 
Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge ; died Bishop 
of St. David's in i6ij. 

» This was an expedition consisting of a fleet of 
ijo sail, with twenty-two Dutch ships, and seven 
thousand soldiers ; Charles Howard, Earl of Notting- 
ham, being Lord High Admiral, and the Earl of 
Esse*, General of the Land forces. 
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[CadizJ, and after the Island ToyagM, the Tr|# 
firat anno 1596, the second 1597, he look the 
advantage of those opportunities, waited upon 
hit Lordship, acd was an eye-witneea of those 
happy and unhappy employments. 

But be returned not back into England, till 
he had staid some years, first in Italy, and then 
in Spain, where he made many useful obserra- 
tiona of those countries, their laws and manner 
of government, and returned perfect in their 
languages. 

The time that he spent in Spain, was, at his 
first going into Italy, designed for travelling to 
the Holy Land, and for viewing Jerusalem and 
the Sepulchre of our Saviour. But at his being 
in the fiirthest prts of Italy, the disappointment 
of company, or of a safe convoy, or the uncer- 
tainty of returns of money into those remote 
parts, denied him that happiness, which he did 
often occasionally mention with a deploration. 

Not long after his return into England, that 
exemplary pattern of gravity and wisdom, the 
(he Spanish Bquadmn was dusl rayed, and Cadu 

addition to wJiicli the inhabtiams redcemeil their 
livEs at the price of jio,cino ducats. The Island 
voyage was also an enpedition to oppose the King 
of Spain ioTading Ireland, in 1597 ; and it consioted 
of 110 sail, and £,000 land furces under the Earl of 
Eases. It was his intention first to have destroyed 
the ships preparing, and then sailing to the Azores, 
or Western Islands, to have waited for, and captured 
the Spanish India Fk-et. This scheme, however, 
fuled through contrary winds, storms, and a dispute 
between ihe Earl «r Essex and Sir Waiter Raleigh. 
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re- Lord Ellesraere,i then Keeper of the Great 
t«ry Seal, the Lord Chancellor of England, taking 
Dotice of his learning, language a, and other 
abilitiea, and much affecting his person and 
behaviour, took him to be hie chief Secretary ; 
d intending it to be an introduction 
e weighty employ meat in the State; 
for which, hit Lordship did often protest, he 
thought him very fit. 

Nor did his Lordship in this time of Master 
Donne's attendance upon him, account him to 
be so much his servant, as to forget he was his 
friend ; and, to testify it, did always use him 
with much courtesy, appointing him a place at 
his own table, to which he esteemed hia company 
and discourse to be a great ornament. 

He continued that employment for the space 
of Rve years, being daily useful, and not mer- 
cenary to his friend. During which time, he, — 
I dare not say unhappily — fell into such a liking, 

' Sir Thomas ElUsmere of Tattoi. in the County 
of Chester, Knight, the natural ion of Sir Richard 
Egerlon of RidTey, was born about 1540, anJ was 
entered of Brazen Nose College, Oxford, in IS56, 
whence he remoicd to Lincoln's Inn. On June igth, 
1581, he was made Solicitor-General, and wai soon 
afterwards knighted ! in April, 1J94, he was appointed 
Master of the Rolls; and in 1596, he received the 
Great Seal, and was sworn of the Privy Council. In 
1S04, James 1. created him Baron of £llesmere and 
Lord Chancellor, which office he held till the age 
of 76, when he addressed two pathetic letters to the 
King for his dismissal. The Sovereign first created 
him Viscount Brackley, and then received the Seal* 
from him in person upon his death-bed. He died 
York House in the Strand, March 15th, 1 
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as, — with her approbation, — mcreased into ; 
lore, with a young gentlewoman that lived in affaii 
thai family, who was niece to the Lady Elles- 
metc, and daughter to Sir George More,' then 
Chancellor of the Garter and Lieutenant of the 

Sir George had some intimation of it, and, 
knowing prevention to be a great part of wisdom, 
did therefore remove her with much haste, from 
that 10 his own house at Lothesley, in the County 
of Surrey } but loo lale, by reason of some 
faithful promises which were so interchange- 
ably passed, as never to be violated by either 
party. 

These promiaes were only known to them- 
selvei i and the friends of both parties used 
much diligence, and many arguments, to kill or 
cool their affections to each other : hut in vain ; 

• Sir George wan the only ton and heir of Sir 
William More, and w»s botn Nov. iSth, 1551; edu- 
cated at Eseter College, Oxford, whence he removed 
to the Inna of Court. About 1597 he was knighted, 
in 1610 was made Chancellor of the Garter, and in 
1615, Lieutenant of the Tower. He frequently gat 
in Parliament for the Borough of Guildford, and he 
died Oct. leth, 1631. Hi< sister, the Lady Elletmere, 
waj the eldest daughter of Sir William More, and 
was born April igth, 1J51. She was thrice married, 
the last of her husbands being Chancellor Egerton ; 
and the second Sir John Wolley of Pyrford, Knt. 
LoBcly HoUK, the leat of the More family, is situate 
in the Hundred of Godalmitig, and County of Surrey, 
about two miles south-west c3' Guildford. It consiits 
of a main body, facing the nortt 
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Mkrriftge for lore ' ia a flattering mischief, that hath denied 
aged and wise men a foresight of those evils that 
too often prove to be the children of that blind 
father ; a passion, that carries ub to commit 
errors with aa much ease as whirlwinds move 
feathers, and begets in us an unwearied industry 
to the attainment of what we desire. And luch 
an industry did, notwithstanding much watch- 
ftiloess against it, bring them secretly together, — 
I forbear to tell the manner how — and at last to 
a marriage too, without the allowance of those 
friends, whose approbation always was, and ever 
will be necessary, to make even a virtuous love 
become lawful. 

And, that the knowledge of their marriage 
might not fall, like an unexpected tempest, on 
those that were unwilling to have it so ; and 
that pre- apprehensions might make it the less 
enormous when it was known, it was purposely 
whispered into the ears of many (hat it was so, 
yet by none that could affirm it. But, to put a 
period to the jealousies of Sir George, — doubt 
often begetting more restless thoughts than the 
certain knowledge of what we fear— the news 
was, in favour to Mr. Donne, and with his 
allowance, made known to Sir George, by his 
honourable friend and neighbour Henry, Earl 
of Northumberland ; ^ but it was to Sir George 

' This line paaaagu on ihe rashness of youthful 
passion was not inserted till Walton's sMond edition. 

' Henry Percy, ninth Earl of North titiiberland, 
horn in April, 15S4; succeeded to the litl ' ' 
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aa immeasurably unwelcome, and so transported Its sequel 
him, that, as though his passion of anger and 

inconsideration might exceed theiro of loye and 

error, he presently engaged hia aiater, the Lady 
Bllesmere, to join with him to procure her lord 
to discharge Mr. Donoe of the place he held 
under hii Lordship. This remieat was followed 
with violence i and though bir George were 
remembered, that errors might be over punished, 
and desired therefore to forbear, dll second con- 
siderations might clear some scruples ; yet he 
became restless until his suit was granted, and 
the punishment executed. And though the 
Lord Chancellor did not, at Mr. Donne's dis- 
mission, give him such a commendation as the 
great Limperor Charles the Fifth dJd of his 

noblemen who hired ships at their owa charge, and 
joined I lie fli*[ Jea patched against I he Spanish 
Arnvada I and in 159], he was made Knight of the 
Garter. He was greatly attached la the Houae of 
Stuart, and was active io the interests of James I. ; 
but as one of the conspiracorB in tlie Gunpowder Plot 
was related to his Lordship, he was prosecuted, fined 
^jo.ooo by Sir Edward Coke in the Slar-Chainber, 
and sentenced to imprisanment in the Tower during 
life. The Earl's fine wa. reduced to ^10,000, and 
his liberty restored after fifteen years' confinement, 
in July, 1611. He died Nor. {th, ifiji. Wood 
calls him "a learned man himielf^ and the generoua 
favourer of all good learning; " during his imprison- 
ment he allowed salaries for eminent scholari to 
attend upon him, and he also enjoyed the converse of 
Sir Walter Raleigh, then a prisoner in the Tower. 
He had a pecaliar talent (or mathematics; and on 
account of hii love for the occult sciences, he was 
Entitled Henry the Wizard. 
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"Un- Secretary Eraso, when he parted with him to 
done" his son and Bucceasor, Philip the Second, saying, 
" That in his Eraso, he gave to him a greater 
gift than all his estate, and all the kingdoms 
which he then resigned to him : " yet the Lord 
Chancellor said, " He parted with u friend, and 
such a Secretary at was fitter to aerve a king 
than a subject." 

Immediately after his diamission from his 
service, he sent a sad letter to hii wife, to 
acquaint her with it : and alter the lubtcri] 
of hia name, writ. 



Join Donne, jlane Domte, Un-dom 



1 



And God knows it proved too true ; ' for this 
bitter physic of Mr. Donne's dismission, waa 
not enough to pujge out all Sir George's choler ; 
for he was not satisfied till Mr. Donne and his 
sometime com-pupil in Cambridge, that married 
him, namely, Samuel Brooke,- who was after 

' The pistage beginning ''and though tha Lord 
Chancellor " — down lo — '■ it provnd too true," is not 
entire in vitlier of Walton's £rsc two edicioni. 

^ Son of Robert Brooke, an eminent merchant, and 
Lord Mayor of York, in 15E1 and 159;. He was 
admitted of Trinity College in Cambridge in 1596, 
and Sept. leih, 1611, wai ehosen Ditinilx Professor 
In Greeham College, being then Chaplain to Prince 
Henry. In 161;, he waa made D.D. ; in iSiB, Rector 
of St. Margaret's Lothbury, in London ; in 1619, 
Master of Trinity College; and Archdeacon of Wells, 
in 1631, in whicli year he died. Of his writing there 
remain one Latin discourse, and a Latin Pastoral, 
called Melanthe, acted before King James at Cwn- 
bridge. Christopher Brooke was a Bene 
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Doctor in Divinity, and Master of Trinity Fresh 
College — and his brother Mr. Christopher troubles 
Brooke, sometime Mr. Donne's chamber-fellow 
in Lincoln's Inn, who gave Mr. Donne his 
wife, and witnessed the marriage, were all com- 
mitted to three several prisons. 

Mr. Donne was first enlarged, who neither 
gave rest to his body or brain, nor to any friend 
in whom he might hope to have an interest, 
until he had procured an enlargement for his 
two imprisoned friends. 

He was now at liberty, but his days were still 
cloudy : and being past these troubles, others did 
still multiply upon him ; for his wife was, — to 
her extreme sorrow — detained from him ; and 
though with Jacob ^ he endured not a hard 
service for her, yet he lost a good one, and was 
forced to make good his title, and to get posses- 
sion of her by a long and restless suit in law ; 
which proved troublesome and sadly chargeable 
to him, whose youth, and travel, and needless 
bounty, had brought his estate into a narrow 
compass. 

summer Reader at Lincoln's Inn, and is much com- 
mended as a poet by Ben Jon son, Drayton, &c. He 
wrote an Elegy to the never-dying memory of Henry, 
Prince of Wales, Lond. 161 3, 4to. ; a volume of 
Eclogues, Lond. 16 14; and The Ghost of Richard 
the Third, Lond. 16 14, — a poem of some interest 
and the highest rarity. In Dr. Donne's Poems are 
two addressed to this gentleman, << the Storme," and 
"theCalme." 

^ The first edition has this allusion to Genesis, 
chap. xxix. ; and similar references placed in the 
margin. 
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s observed, and most truly, that silence 
wtton and submission are charming qualities, and work 
moat upon pasaion^te men ; and it proved so 
with Sir George ; for these, and a general re- 
port of Mr, Donne's merits, together with his 
winning behaviour, — which, when it would en- 
tice, had a strange kind of elegant irresistible 
art J — these, and time had so dispassionated Sir 
George, that as the world had approved his 
daughter's choice, so he also could not but see 
a mare than ordinary merit in his new son ; 
and this at laat melted him into so much re- 
morse — for love and anger are so like agues, as 
to have hot and cold fits ; and love in parents, 
though it may be (juenched, yet is easily re- 
kindled, and expires not till death denies 
mankind a natural heat, — thai he laboured his 
son's restoration to his place ; using to that 
end, both his own and his sister's power to 
her lord ; but with no success ; for hit answer 
was, " That though he was unfeignedly sorry 
far what he had done, yet it was inconsistent 
with his place and credit, to discharge and 
re-admit servants at the request of passionate 
petitioners." 

Sir George's endeavour for Mr. Donne's re- 
admiaaion was by all meana to be kept secret : 
— for men do more naturally reluct for errors, 
than submit to put on those blemishes that attend 
tlieir visible acknowledgment. — But, however, 
it was not long before Sir George appeared to 
be to far reconciled, as to wish their happiness, 
and not to deny them his paternal blessing, but 
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yet refused to contribute any means that might S 
conduce to their livelihood. ^ 

Mr. DoDne's estate was the greatest part ipenc " 
in many and chargeable travela, books, and dear- 
bought experience : he out of all employment 
that might yield a support for himself and wife, 
who had lieen curiouBiy and plentifully educated ; 
both their natures generous, and accustomed to 
confer, and not to receive, courtesies: these and 
other considerations, but chiefly that hia wife 
wai to bear a part in his sutTcrings, surrounded 
him with many sad thoughts, and some apparent 
apprehensions of want. 

But his sorrows were lessened and his wants 
prevented, by the seasonable courtesy of their 
ooble kinsman, Sir Francis Wolly,^ of Pyrford 
in Surrey, who intreated them to a cohabitation 
with him i where they remained with much free- 
dom CO themselves, and equal content to him, for 
some years j and as their charge increased — she 
had yearly a child, — so did his love and bounty, 

' Or Wolley, only son of Sir John Wolley, Knight, 
Dean of Carlisle, and Latin Secretary lo Quwn EMza- 
belh; was born March iSth, I5gi-E], and was a 
Member of Mcrton College, Oxford. In iSqo, he 
repreiented the borough of Hailemere, in Parliament, 
and was afterwardi knighted, but he died unmarried 
tn the flower of his age in i6io. He was buried in 
the lame grave with hi« father, and the Lady Egerton 
hi( mother, in the church of Pyrford, tn Surrey ; bnl 
in 1614, their bodies were all removed, and re-interred 
under > beautiful monument of black and white 
marble, bearing their efteiea, and a Latin Epitaph, 
in St. Paul'i Cathedral, which wai destroyed in the 
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It hath been observed by wite and coneidering 
m^n, chat wealth has aeldom been the portion, 
and never the mark lo discover good people ; 
but that Almighty Cod, who diiposeth all 
things wisely, hath of his abundant goodness 
denied it — he only koowi why — to many, whose 
mindi he hath enriched with the greater blessings 
of knowledge and virtue, as the fairer testimonies 
of his love to mankind : and this was the present 
condition of this man of so excellent erudition 
and endowments ; whose necessary and daily 
expences, were hardly reconcileable with his un- 
certain and narrow estate. Which I mention, 
for that at this time, there was a most generous 
offer made him for the moderating of his worldly 
cares; the declaration of which shall be the next 
employment of my pen. 

God has been so good to his Church, as to 
afford it in every age, some such men to serve at 
hit altar, as have been piously ambitious of doing 
good lo mankind ; a disposition, that is so like 
to God himself, that it owes itself only to Him, 
who takes a pleasure to behold it in his creatures. 
These times [1648] he did bless with many 
such ; some of which still live to be patterns of 
apostolical charity, and of more than human 
patience. I have said this, because I have 
occasion to mention one of them in my follow- 
ing discourse ; namely. Dr. Morton,' the most 

' Thomai Morton is luppoied Uy hii friend and 
biographer, Dr. Jolin Barwick, to hue bei-n deicended 
from ihe famoui Cardinal Morton, Bishop of EI7. 
Hi: was bnrn at York, March loth, ■J64, and was 
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laborious and learned Bishop of Durbam, one Dr. 
that God haih blessed with peifect intellectuals Thomas 
and a cheerful heart at the age of 94 years— Norton 
and u yet living : — one, that in his days of plenty 
had so large a heart, as to use his large revenue 
to the encouragement of learning and virtue, and 
IB now — be it ipokcn with sorrow — reduced to 
a narrow estate, which he embraces without 

educated there and at Halifax, where one of his 
lehoolfeUows was the notorious Guy Fawkes. In 
15B1, he waa enlered of St. John's College, Cam- 
bridge, where he read Lectures oa Logic; and on 
account of hli ikiU in diapnting with the Rmniih 
Tccuunts, he wu lelected to be chaplain to the Earl 
of Huntingdon, then Lord Preiidcnt of the North. 
In ifioi, holding 3 Rectory about four milea From 
York, he distinguished himself by his fi:arleBa and 
charilabie exeriioni whilst the I'lague was in that 
City; often visiting the Pest-House there, and carry- 
ing provisions to the poor unattended by a single 
domestic. In iSoj, he went as Chaplain with the 
English Embassy to Denmark ; in 1606, he became 
D.D. and Chaplain to Jamei I. ; he was made Dean 
of Gloucester by the King, June iind, 1607, and was 
removed to Winchester in 1609. Earl; in 1S16, 
Dr, Morton was made Bishop of Chester; in which 
Diocese he used many efforts to conciliate the Non- 
confomitats. In 161S, he was again translated to the 
See of Lichfield and Coventry, in which situation he 
detected the supposed witchcraft of the Boy of Bilson ; 
and on July ind, i6ji, he was advanced 10 the 
Bishopric of Durham. Dr. Morton suffered much 
during the Rebellion, and was expelled from his 
Palace, but he was at length talten into the protection 
of Sir Christopher Yelverton, to whose ion he Ijecame 
Tutor ; and at whoie sent in Northamptonshire he 
died, Sept. iind, 16J9, having been 44 years a Bishop, 
-" ■ gin Ihejjihyearof hisage, 
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I- repiniog ; and >till shews the beauty of hU iniad 
>i by so liberal a hand, aa if this were an age to 
which to-morrow were to care for itself. I 
have taken a pleasure in giving the reader a 
short, but true character of this good man, roy 
friend, from whom I received this following re- 
lation.— He sent to Mr. Uonne, and inireated 
to borrow an hour of his time for a conference 
the next day. After their meeting, there was 
not many minutes passed before he spake to Mr. 
Donne to this purpose : " Mr. Donee, the occa- 
sion of sending for you, is lo propose to you 
what I have often revolved in my own thought 
since I last saw you : which nevertheless, I will 
not declare but upon this condition, that you 
ihaJl not return me a present answer, but for- 
bear three days, and bestow some part of that 
lime in fasting and prayer ; and after a serious 
coDsideralion of what I shall propose, then re- 
turn to me with your answer. Deny me not, 
Mr. Donne ; for, it is the effect of a true love, 
which I would gladly pay as a debt due for 
youri to me." 

This request being granted, the Doctor ex- 
pressed himself thus : 

" Mr. Donne, I know your education and 
abilities ; I know your expectation of a state- 
employment ; and I know your litness for it i 
and I know too the many delays and con- 
tingencies that attend court-promises: and let 
me tell you, that my love, begot by our lon£ 
friendship and your merits, halh prompted i 
n inquisition after your present tc 
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g makes me no Btraager to your neces- o 
sities ; which 1 know to be such as your generous ^ 
spirit could not bear, if it were not supported 
with a pious patience. You know I have 
formerly persuaded you to waive your court- 
hopes, and enter into holy orders j which I 
now again persuade you to embrace, with this 
reason added to my former request : The King 
hath yesterday made me Dean of Gloucester, 
and I am also possessed of a benefice, the profits 
of which are equal to those of my deanery j I 
will think my deanery enough for my main- 
tenance, — who am, and resolved to die, a single 
man — and will quit my benefice, and estate you 
in it, — which the Patron is willing I shall do — 
if God shall incline your heart to embrace this 
motion. Remember, Mr. Donne, no man's 
education or parts make him too good for this 
employment, which is to be an ambassador for 
the God of glory ; that God, who by a vile 
death opened the gates of life to mankind. 
Make me no present answer ; but remember 
your promise, and return to me the third day 
with your resolution." 

At the hearing of this, Mr, Donne's faint 
breath and perplexed countenance, gave a visible 
testimony of an inward conflict: but he per- 
formed his pi'oniise, and departed without re- 
turning an answer till the third day, and then 
hii answer was to this effect : 

"My most worthy and most dear friend, 

since I saw you, 1 have been faithful to my 

i^womisc, and have also meditated much of your 
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krndntas, which hath been such as would 
exceed even my gratitude i but that it cannot 
do ; and more I cannot return you ; and I do 
that with an heart full of humility and thanks, 
though I may not accept of your offer ; but, 
Sir, my refusal is not for that 1 think myself 
too good for that calling, for which Kings, if 
they think so, are not good enough : nor for 
that my education and learning, though not 
eminent, may not, being assisted with God's 
grace and humility, render me in some measure 
fit for it : but I dare make so dear a friend as 
you are, my confessor : some irregularities of 
my life have been so visible to some men, that 
though I have, I thank God, made my peace 
with him by penitential resolutions against them, 
and by the assistance of his grace banished them 
my affections ; yet this, which God knows to 
be so, is not so visible to man, as to free me 
from their censures, and it may be that sacred 
calling ftom a dishonour. And besides, whereas 
it is determined by the best of casuists, that 
God's glory should be the first end, and a 
maintenance the second motive to embrace that 
calling J and though each man may propose to 
himself both together, yet the first may not be 
put last without a violadon of conscience, which 
he that searches the heart will judge. And 
truly my present condition is such, that if I ask 
my owD conscience, whether it be reconcileable 
to that rule, it is at this time so perplexed about 
ither give r 
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tliat man whose conscience doth not accuse him I 
for that thing which he does.' • To these I ' 
might add other reasons that dissuade me ; but 
I crave your favour that I may forbear to ex- 
press them, and thankfully decline your oifer." 

This was his present resolution, but the heart 

of map is not in his own keeping s and he was 

sacred service by »n higher 

powerful, 38 at last forced hira 

of which I shall give the 

t, before I shall give a rest to 
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Francis Wolly till his death : a little before 
which time. Sir Francis was so happy as to 
make a perfect reconciliation betwixt Sir George, 
and his forsaken son and daughter ; Sir George 
conditioning by bond, to pay to Mr. Donne 
^800 at a certain day, aa a portion with ht* 
wife, or J^io quarterly for their maintenance, as 
the interest for it, till the said portion was paid. 

Most of those years that he lived with Sir 
Francis, he studied the Civil and Canon Laws ; 
in which he acquired such a perfection, as was 
judged to hold proportion with many, who 
had made that study the cmploymeot of their 
whole life. 

Sir Francis being dead, and that happy family 



' Romans xiv, 1 
" Happy !i he that 
which he doelh." 
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> diisolved, Mr. Donne took for himaelf a houseiB 
t Mitcham,— near to Croydon in Surrey — a piM 
* noted for good air and choice company ; therc^ 
his wife and children remained ; and for himeelf 
lie took lodgings in London, near to Whitehall, 
whither his friends and occasions drew him very 
often, and where he was as often visited, by 
many of the Nobility and others of this nation, 
who uied him in their counsels of greatest Ci 



aideration, and with 

Nor did our o» 
favour him, but his 
ought for by 



B rewards for his better 



Nobility only value and 
:quaintance and friendship 
It Ambassadors of foreign 
nations, and by many other strangers, whose 
learning or business occasioned their stay in this 

He was much importuned by many friends to 
make his constant residence in London ; but he 
■till denied it, having settled his dear wife and 
children at Mitcham, and near some friends that 
were bountiful to them and him ; for they, God 
knows, needed it : and that you may the better 
DOW judge of the then present condition of his 
mind and fortune, I shall present you with an 
extract ' collected out of some few of his many 
letters. 

' As theee epistles are not to be fuund entire in 
the printed collecElon of his correepondence, pubtiihtrd 
b)i Dr. Donne, Junior, under the tiile of " LetterE lo 
scTerall Persons of Honour," 1651, ifij4, ihey were 
therefare most probably copied from the originals. 
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** And the reason why I did not send A sad 

an answer to your last week's letter, was, because letter 
it then found me under too great a sadness ; and 
at present 'tis thus with me : There is not one 
person, but myself, well of my family : I have 
already lost half a child, and, with that mis- 
chance of hers, my wife has fallen into such a 
discomposure, as would afRict her too extremely, 
but that the sickpess of all her other children 
stupfies her : of one of which, in good faith, 
I haye not much hope : and these meet with a 
fortune so ill-provided for physic, and such 
relief, that if God should ease us with burials, 
I know not how to perform even that : but I 
flatter myself with this hope, that I am dying 
too; for I cannot waste faster than by such 
griefs. As for, 

From my Hospital at Mitcham, 

John Donne." 
Aug. xo* 

Thus he did bemoan himself: and thus in 
other letters. 

** For, we hardly discover a sin, when 

it is but an omission of some good, and no 
accusing act: with this or the former, I have 

Donne's letters, wherein he says, " I write from the 
fireside in my parlour, and in the noise of three 
gamesome children, and by the side of her, whom 
because I have transplanted into such a wretched 
fortune, I must labour to disg^uise that from her by 
all such honest devices, as giving her my company 
and discourse." 
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r often suapecttd myaelf lo be overtaken ; which 
r is, with an over-earneK deiire of the next life : 
and, though I know it is not merely a wearinesi 
of this, becauee I had the same desire when I 
went with the tide, and enjoyed fairer hopes 
thaD I now do; yet I doubt worldly troubles 
hare increased it : 'tis now Spring, and all tl)c 
pleasures of it displease me ; every other tree 
oloMoma, and I wither : I grow older, and not 
better ; my strength diminisheth, and my load 
grows heavier ; and yet, I would fain be or do 
something ; but that I cannot tell what, ii no 
wonder in this lime of my sadness ; for lo choose 
ii to do ; but to be no part of any body, is as to 
be nothing : and so I am, and shall so judge 
myself, unless I could he bo incorporated into a 
part of the world, as by business to contribute 
some sustenCation to the whole. This 1 made 
account ; I began early, when 1 understood the 
study of our Laws ; but was diverted by leaving 
that, and embracing the worst voluptuousness, 
an hydroptic immoderate desire of human learn- 
ing and languages : beautifiit ornanienti indeed 
to men of great fortunes, but mine was grown ao 
low as to need an occupation ; which I thought 
I entered well into, when I subjected myself to 
such a service as I thought might exercise my 
poor abilities: and there I stumbled, and fell 
too i and now I am become so little, or such a 
nothing, that I am not a subject good enough 
for one of my own letters. — Sir, 1 fear my 
present discontent, does not proceed from a gotxi 
root, that I am so well content to be notbio^, 
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But, Sir, though my forlUQe hath ' 
made me Buch, as that I am rather a sickness or [ 
a diseaae of the world, than any part of it, and P"™ 
therefore neither love it, nor life ; yet I would 
gladly live to become some such thing as you 
should not repent loving me : Sir, your own 
■oul cannot be more zealous for your good, than 
I am) and God, who Iotcs that zeal in me, will 
not suffer you to doubt it : You would pity me 
now, if you saw me write, for my pain hath 
drawn my head so much awry, and holds it so, 
that my eye cannot follow my pen. I therefore 
receire you into my prayers with mine own 
weary soul, and commend myself to your*. I 
doubt not but next week will bring you good 
news, for I have either mending or dying on my 
side : but, if I do continue longer thus, I shall 
have comfort in this, that my blessed Saviour in 
exwcising his justice upon my two worldly parts, 
my fortune and my body, reserves all his mercy 
for that which most needs it, my soul ! which 
is, I doubt, too tike a porter, that is very often 
near the gate, and yet goes not out. Sir, I 
profess 10 you truly, that my loathness lo give 
over writing now, seems to myself a sign that I 

shall write no more. 

Your poor friend, and 

God's poor patient, 
^'P'' 7- .loBN Donne." 

By this you have seen a part of the picture of 

his narrow fortune, and the perplexities of his 

crouB mind ; and thus it continued with him 
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f for about two years, all which time his family 
< rpraaioFd constantly at Mitcham ; and to which 
place he often retired himself, and destined gome 
days to a constant study of some points of con- 
troversy betwixt the English and Roman Church, 
and especially those of Supremacy and Allegi- 
ance ; and to that place and such studies, he 
could willingly have wedded himself during his 
life : ' but the earnest persuasion of friends be- 
came at last to be so powerful, as to cause ihe 
removal of himself and family to London, where 
Sir Robert Drcwry,- a gentleman of a very noble 

' The passage containing these letrera ** having 
letcled his dear wife," to "the earnest persuasion of 
frienda," is not in either of the lirtt two ediliont of 
this life. 

* He WM a celebrated member of the Pamiir of 
Dnirj, of Hawtted, in Sulfolk, eldest son of Sir 
William Drury, who was killed in a duel in France 
in IJ89, in 1591, Sir Robert attended the Earl of 
Essex to the untucceiiful siege of Rouen, where he 
was knighted, when he could not haTc exceeded the 
agt of 14. He married when he came of age, Anne, 
daughter of Sit Nicholas Bacon of Redgrave, in Suf- 
folk ; by whom he had a daughter Dorothy, who 
died in 1610, and to whose mtJnory Dr. Donne com- 
posed two poems, " An Anatomic of the World," and 
"The progrcise of the Soule." In March 1610, he 
built, and liberally endowed an Alms-houte for 
Widows at Hawsted, and in 1611, he went 10 Paris, 
when Dr. Donne, as it ii shewn by hi> letters, accom- 
panied him. There seems to he some error concern- 
ing the time when Walton states that Dr. Donne 
went into France, since the Lord Hay was not sent 
Ambassador there till July 1616, and beside the dates 
of Donne's letters. Sir Robert Drury died April ind, 
1G15. His Ijiin Epitaph from Hawsted Church 1%^ 
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e liberal mintl, assigned him and An 
his wife an useful apartment in hia own large tmlWMy 

house ID Drury Lane, and not only rent free, 

but was also a cherisher of his studies, and sucli 
a friend aa sympathised with hitn and his. In all 
iheir joy and sorrows. 

At this time of Mr. Donne's and his wife's 
living in Sir Robert's house, the Lord Hay, 
was, by King James, sent upon a glorious em- 
bassy to the then French King, Henry the 
Fourth ; and Sir Robert put on a sudden re- 
solution to accompany him to the French Court, 
and to be present at his audience there. And 
Sir Robert put on a sudden resolution, to solicit 
Mr. Donne to be his companion in that journey. 
And this desire was suddenly made known to 
his wife, who was then with child, and other- 
wise under so dangerous a habit of body, as to 
her health, thai she professed an unwillingness 
to allow him any absence from her ; saying, 
" Her divining sou! boded her some ill in his 
absence ; " and therefoi'e desired him not to 
leave her. This made Mr. Donne lay aside all 
thoughts of the journey, and really to resolve 
against it. But Sir Robert became restless in 

glten by Sir John CuUum in his History of Hawaled, 
and he Bupposts It might have been composed by 
Dr. Donne. Drury-Houee, supposed to have bwa 
erected by the father of this Sir Robert, stood >I the 
lower end of Drury Lane, and upper end of Wych 
Street. It was aftetwaids the seal uf William Earl 
of Craven, The remains of Craven HouK vrere taken 
■town in iloj, and the Olytnpic theatre erected on a 
■jait of it< .ite, 
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The his pcrsuasiont for it, and Mr. Donne was so 
"" generous aa to think he had sold hia liberty, 
when he received so many charitable kindneisei 
from him ; and told hia wife so; who did there- 
fore, with an unwilling-witlingneBB, gire a faint 
consent to the journey, which wag proposed to 
be but for two month> ; for about that time they 
determined their return. Within a few days 
after thii resolve, the Ambassador, Sir Robert, 
and Mr. Donne, left London ; and were the 
twelfth day got all safe to Paris. Two days 
after their arrival there, Mr. Donne was left 
alone in that room, in which Sir Robert, and 
he, and some other friends had dined together. 
To this place Sir Robert returned within half 
an hour ; and as he left, so he found, Mr. Donne 
alone ; but in such an ecstasy, and so altered as 
to his looks, as amazed Sir Robert to behold 
him i insomuch that he earnestly desired Mr. 
Donne to declare what had befallen him in the 
short time of his absence. To which Mr, Donne 
was not able to make a present answer ; but, 
aiter a long and perplexed pause, did nt last say, 

I have seen my dear wife pass twice by me 
through this room, with her hair hanging about 
her shoulders, and 3 dead child in her arms : 
(his I have seen since 1 saw you." To which 
Sir Robert replied, " Sure, Sir, you have slept 
since I saw you : and this is the result of some 
melancholy dream, which I desire you to forget, 
for you are now awake," To which Mr. 
Donne's lejily was : " I cannot be s 
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I now lire, than that I have not slepc 
■aw you : and am as sure, that at her second ^ 
appearbg, she stopped, and looked me in the 
face, and vanished. ' — Rest and sleep had not 
altered Mr. Donne's opinion the nest dsy : for 
he then affirmed this vision with a more de- 
liberate, and BO confirmed a confidence, that he 
inclined Sir Robert to a faini belief that the 
vision was true. — It is truly said, that desire 
and doubt have no rest ; and it proved so with 
Sir Robert; for he immediately sent a servant 
to Drewry-Hou>e, with a charge to hasten back, 
and bring him word, whether Mrs. Donne were 
alive : and, if alive, in what condition she was 
as (o her health. The twelfth day the messenger 
returned with this account — That he found and 
left Mrs. Donne very sad, and sick in her bed ; 
and that, after a long and dangerous labour, she 
had been delivered of a dead child. And, upon 
examination, the abort ion proved to be the same 
day, and about the very hour, that Mr. Donne 
afiirined he saw her pasi by him in his chamber. 
This is a relation that will beget some wonder, 
and it well may : for most of our world are at 
present possessed with an opinion, that Visions 
and Miracles are ceased. And, though it is 
most certain, that two lutes , being both strung 
and tuned to an equal pitch, and then one played 
upon, the other, that is not touched, being laid 
upon a table at a fit distance, will^like an echo 
to a trumpet ^warble a faint audible harmony in 
answer to the i '" 
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r of souls ; and I am well pleased, that every 
* Reader do enjoy hU own opinion. But if the 
unbelieving, will not allow (he believing Reader 
of this story, a liberty lo believe that it may be 
true ; then I wish him to consider, many wise 
men have believed that the ghost ^ of Julius 
Caesar did appear to Brutus, and that both St. 
Austin, and Monica his mother, had vieions in 
order to his convcraion. And though these, and 
many others — too many to name — have but the 
authority of human story, yet the incredible 
Reader may lind in the Sacred story [i Sam. 
xxviii. [4], that Samuel did appear to Saul even 
after his death — whether really or not, I under- 
take not to determine.— And Bildad, in the 
Book of Job, says these words [Job iv. 1 j-16] ; 
" A spirit passed before my face ; the hair of my 
head stood up ; fear and trembling came upon 
me, and made all my bones to shake." Upon 
which words I will make no comment, but leave 
them to be considered by the incredulous Reader; 
to whom I will also commend this following 
consideration : That there be many pious and 
learned men, that believe our merciful God hath 

' The whate of thii nu-ritive, Sec. concerning Dt. 
Donne'i vision, beginning " Ai thii lime," down to 
" DHoy of the Nobility, is wanting in the earlier 
editions as well as in the collection of 1670; xnd It 
hoi been lupposed that he did not sooner insert it 
that he misht have time to ascernin its tnilh. Tlie 
account of the tiaions of St. Austin and Monica, 
will he found in Wats's tranalation of St. Auguillne't 
Confeiiions, Book ill Chap, ti; and Book rill. 
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assigned to every man a particular Guardian Guardian 
Angel, to be his constant monitor ; and ro attend Angela 
him in all his dangers, both of body and soul. 
And the opinion that every man hath his 
particular Angel, may gain some authority, by 
the relation of St. Peter's miraculous deliver- 
.n» oui ofpri.01. [Acu xii.7-10, lb. 13-15], 
not by many, but by one Angel. And this 
belief may yet gain mote credit, by the Reader's 
considering, that when Peter after his enlarge- 
ment knocked at the door of Mary the mother 
of .lohn, and Rhode, the maidservant, being 
surpriied with joy that Peter was there, did not 
let him in, but ran in haste, and told the disciples 
— who were then and there met together — 
that Peter was at the door ; and ihey, not be- 
lieving it, said she was mad : yet, when she 
again affirmed it, though they then believed it 
not, yet they concluded, and said, " It is his 
Angel." 

More observations of this nature, and infer- 
ences from them, might be made to gain the 
relation a firmer belief: but I forbear, lest I, 
that intended to be but a relator, may be thought 
to be an engaged person for the proving what 
was related to me j and yet I think myself 
bound to declare, that though it was not told 
me by Mr. Donne himself, it was told me — now 
long since — by a Person of Honour, and of 
such intimacy with him, that he knew more of 
the secrets of his soul, than any person then 
living : and I think he told me the truth ; for 
Id with such circumstances, and such 
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A Yale- asficveratioQ, that — to say nothing of my 
diction thoughts — I verily believe he that told it 

did himself believe it to be true. 

I forbear the Reader's further trouble, 
the relalii 
conclude 
copy of T( 
at the liti 
beglea 




•, with commending to his v 
1 given by Mr. Donne to his wiic 
e then parted from her. And I 
;ll, that I have he:ird some critics, 
learned both in languages and poetry, say, that 
none of the Greek or Latin poets did ever equal 
them. 

A VALEDICTION. FORBIDDING TO MOUBJfc 



I pass mildly away, 
And whiajier to their souls, to go. 
Whilst some of their sad friends do say, 
The breath goes now, and some say, Nc 



So let us melt, ai 
No tear-fioodt 

'Twere profanati 
To tell the 1( 



ir sigh-tempettB moT^' 



I 



laity oi 

Moving of th' earth, brings harms and feari: 

Men reckon what it did i 
But trepidation of the spher 

Though greater fa- ■- '- 



Dull sublunary lovers' love — 

Whose soul is sense— cannot admit 

Absence, because that doth remove 
Those things which elemented it. 
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But we, by a love so far refin'd, 


Ara^^l 


That ourselres know not what it is, 


dicU^^H 


^^ Inter -assured of the mind. 


^^H 


^^^ Care not hands, eyes, or lips to miss. 


^^H 


^^Pk)iir two soula therefore, which are one,— 


^^M 


^^ Though I must go, — endure not yet 


^^H 


A breach, but an expansion, 




Like gold to airy thinness beat. 


^^1 


If we be two; we are two so 


^^H 


As stiff twin-compasses are two : 


^^^1 


Thy soul, the fix'd foot, makes no show 




To moTc, but docs if th' other do. 


^^1 


And though thine in the centre sit, 


^^1 


Yet, when my other far does roam, 




Thine leans and hearkens after it, 


^^H 


And grows erect as mine cornea home. 


^^1 


Such wilt thou be to me, who must, 


^^1 


Like th' other fool, obliquely run : 


^^^H 


Thy firmness makes my circle just. 


^^H 


And me to end where I begun. 


^^1 


I return from my account of the vision, to 


: tell ^^1 


the Reader, that both before Mr. Donne's goinc ^^H 


into France, at his being there, and after 


^^B 


return, many of the Nobility and others that ■ 


were ^M 


powerful at Court, were waichfiil and solid 


H 


to the King for some secular empioymeot 


^M 


htm. The King had formerly both known 


and ^^1 


^nat a yaloe upon his company, and had 


J 
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King; given him some hopes of a slate-employment ; 
James being always much pleased when Mr. Donne 
attended him, especially at hia meals, where 
there were usually many deep discourses of 
general learning, and very often friendly dis- 
putes, or debates of religion, betwixt his Majesty 
and those dirines, whose places required their 
attendance on him at those times : particularly 
the Dean of the Chapel, who then wai Bishop 
Montague ^ — the publisher of the learned and 
eloquent Works of his Majesty — and the most 
Reverend Doctor Andrews - the late learned 



Edward, Grit Lord Montague of Broughton, in the 
County of Northamptoa, was uBDally called " King 
Jaine»> EctleiiaiticaJ Favourite." He was educated 
in Corput Chriitl College, Cambridn, and in ifioS, 
WW made Bishop of Bath and Wdls; when he re- 
paired the Abbe; Church of Bath, at a great expense, 
through the represenlationa of Sir John Harrington. 
In 1616, he was translated to the Bishopric of 
Winchester, and died in his 49th year in 1618, being 
buried in the Abbey at Bath, 

'' Launcelot Andrews, a Prelate of most eminent 
virtnes, barn in London in 1S5J, and educated at 
Merchant Tailors' School, and Pembroke Hall, Cam- 
bridge, of which he became Fellow, He attracted 
great attention at the University by his Lecture! 
00 the Commandments, and his skill in Cases of 
Conscience. Henry Earl of Huntingdon made him 
his Chaplain when he was President of the North — 
where he made sevend converts to the Protestaat 
faith — and he was alio patronised by Secretary 
Walsingham. Queen Elizabeth made him one of her 
Chaplains in Ordinary, and was to much pleased 
with his preaching, that she appointed him Pro- 
bendary and Dean of Westminster, and Bishop of 
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Biahop of Wine heater, who 
Almoner. 

About this time there grew many disputes, 
that concerned the Oath of Supremacy and 
Allegiance, in which the King had appeared, 
and engaged himself by his public writings now 
extant : and his Majesty discoursing with Mr. 
Donne, concerning many of the reasons which 
are usually urged against the taking of those 
Oaths, apprehended such a validity and clear- 
oeas in his slating the questions, and his answers 
to them, that hia Majesty commanded him 10 
bestow some time in drawing the arguments 
into a method, and then to write his answers 
to them ; and, having done that not to send, but 
be his own messenger, and bring them to him, 
To this he presently and diligently applied him- 
self, and within six weeks brought them to him 
under hia own hand writing, aa they be now 
printed ; the book bearing the name of Pseudo- 
Martyr, printed anno ifiio. 

When the King had read and considered that 
book, he persuaded Mr. Donne to enter into the 
Ministry ; to which, at thai time, he was, and 

London as. thv death of Dr. Bancroft. Dr. Andrews 
wiis alio in great favour with Jaoiei I. who promoted 
him to the Sk of Chichester in 1605, and in 1609, to 
that of El^. In 161S, he was tranilaleil to Win* 
cheeter, and he died it the Episcopal Palace In 
Southwarit, Sept. ijth, 1616, being buried under a 
splendid monument in St. Saviour's Church. Bishop 
Andrew) was one of the trailihitors of King James'i 
Bible, and he la laid 10 have known fifteen modern 
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The appeared, very unwilling, apprehending it — such 
Earl of was his mistaken modesty — to be too weighty 
^^Somerset {„^ his abilities : and though his Majesty had 
promised him a favour, and many persons of 
worth mediated with his Majesty for some 
secular employment for him, — to which hts 
education had apted him — and particularly the 
Earl of Somerset, ' when in his greatest height 
of fasour; who being then at Theobalds- with 

' Robert Carr, a Scois gei'leman, had been page 
to King Jnmei I., bi^fote he camt lo England; he wai 
inlroduced to the King at a tilling by Lord Ha;, 
when the accidental breaking of hli leg bj a fall 
from his horse, at oni^e brought him into favour. 
On hit recovery, he was knighted ; the King hiiinelf 
taught him the Latin tongue, made him Lord of hit 
Bedchamber, and, loon after. Lord Treasurer of Scot- 
land. In 1611 he was created Viscount Rocheater, r 
Member of the Privy Council, and a Knight of the 
Garter; at firat, he conducted himself with modera- 
tion ; but becoming enamoured of that infamous 
woman Frances Howard, afterwards Countess of 
Essex, she was divorced from her husband to be 
married to him, November 5th, 1613 j he was created 
Earl of Somerset, and the following July, Lord 
Chamberlain. Sir Thomas Overbury having vainly 
endeaionred to prevent the above marriage, drew 
upon himself the anger of both piniei, and by their 
intrigues he was committed to the I'ower, where he 
waa poisoned Sept. ijth, 1613. This was not dit- 
covered until 1615, when the Lieutenant of the 
Tower, and four others, were tried, and executed ; 
and though sentence was alio paisrd upon the Earl 
and Counlesa, they were pardoned, but banished the 
Court, and the former died in July, 1643. 

* The honse called Theobalds, at CheshunI, HerU, 
was built by the Lord High Treasurer Butghlejr, in 
the reign of Elizabeth. ■- A place, (ban which, ai (g 
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the King, where one of the Cleika of the Pre 
Council died that nighi, the Earl posted a " 
messenger for Mr. Donne to come to him 
iromediately, and at Mr. Donne's coming, said, 
" Mr, Donne, to testify the reality of my affec- 
tion, and my purpose to prefer you, slay in this 
garden till I go up to the King, and bring you 
word that you are Clerk of the Council ; doubt 
not my doing this, for I know the King loves 
you, and know the King will not deny me." 
'But the King gave a positive denial to all re- 
quests, and, having a diBcerning spirit, replied, 
" I know Mr. Donne is a learned man, has the 
abilities of a learned Divine, and will prove 
a powerful preacher { and my desire is to prefer 
him that way, and in that way I will deny you 
nothing for him." 

After that time, as he profeaseth [[tn his Book 
of Devotions], "the King descended to a per- 
suasion, almost to a solicitation, of him to enter 
into sacred Orders:" which, though he then 
denied not, yet he deferred it for almost three 
years. All which time he applied himself to an 
the fabric, nothing c 



valk), 



ivilden 



•.i aliout 



hingca 



be more pleasant." Jamea I. was bo much delighted 
with its situation, that he gave the manor of Hatfield 
Regis In exchange for it to Robert Cecil, aflerwardi 
created Eart of Salisbury. He died at thli his favourite 
palare, March 17, 161;. This noble and beautiful 
J plunJered and destroyed by the rebali [n 
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' The passage j 



.ing, "And though 
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. tcudy of Textual Divinity, aod to the 

- nt of 3 greater perfection in the learned 

of the languages, Greek and Hebrew. 
"^'■'^ In the first and moat blessed times of 
Christianity, when the Clergy were 
upon with reverence, and deserved i 
they DTercame their oppoiers by high e 
of virtue, by a blessed ptience and long sutier- 
ing, those only were then judged worthy the 
Ministry, whose quiet and meek spirits did 
make them look upon that sacred calling with 
an humble adoration and fear to undertake it ; 
which indeed requires such great degreei of 
humility, and labour, and care, that none but 
such were then thought worthy of thai celestial 
dignity. And such only were then sought out, 
and solicited lo undertake it. This I have 
mentioned, because forwardness and incon- 
sideration, could not, in Mr. Donne, as in many 
others, be an argument of insufficiency or unfit- 
ness ; for he had considered long, and had many 
strifes within himself concerning the stricinc$a 
of life, and competency of learning, required in 
such as enter into sacred Orders; and doubtless, 
considering his own demerits, did humbly ask 
God with St. Paul, " Lord, who is sufficient 
for these things ! " and with meek Moses, 
"Lord, who am I?" And sure, if he had 
consulted with £esh and blood, he had not for 
these reasons put his hand to that holy plough. 
But God, who is able to prevail, wrestled with 
him, as the Angel did with Jacob, and marked 
hini for his own ; marked 1 



DR. JOHN DONNE 

with a bleiBiag, a bleasing of obedience to the Donne's 
motions of his blesied Spirit. And then, as he question- 
had formerly asked God with Moscb, "Who '"^^ 
am I ? " ao now, being inspired with an appre- 
hension of God's particular mercy to him, in the 
King's and others' solicitations of him, he came 
to ask King David's thankful question, " Lord, i 

who am I, that thou art so mindful of me i " 
So mindful of me, as to lead me for mote than 
forty years through this wilderness of the many 
temptations and various turnings of a dangerous 
life : BO merciful to me, as to move the learnedest 
of Kings to descend to move me to serve at the 
altar! So merciful to me, as at last to move 
my heart to embrace this holy motion ! Thy 
motions I will and do embrace : and I now say 
with the blessed Virgin, " Be it with thy servant 
as seemeth best in thy sight : " and so. Blessed 
Jesus, I do take the Cup of Salvation, and will 
call upon thy Name, and will preach thy Gospel. 
Such strifes as these St. Austin had,' when 

' Augnstin, the famous Bishop of Hippo, nad 
usually called " thu great Doctor of Africa," wan 
born in 354, aoii died in 430. The carelessness md 
levity of the earlier period of his life were in some 
measure compensated l>y the unbounded charity, the 
piety and zeal which he displayed after hi> conversion 
10 the true faith, This conieriion is attributed partly 
to the sfTecting discourses of St. Ambrose, whose 
lectures he was induced to attend through mere curi- 
oaity, and partly to the tears and tender entreaties of 
his mother Monica. He hath so freely acknowledged 
and censured tlie Impropriety of his former conduct, 
in his books of Confessions, that it is justly di 






■I himself." 
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Hia St. Ambrose ' endeavoured hit 
decision Christianity ; with which he confeaaeth he 
acquainted his friend AiipiuB. Our learned 
author, — a man lit lo write after no mean copy 
— did the like. And declaring his intentions 
to his dear friend Dr. King,^ then Bishop of 
London, a man famous in his generation, and 
DO stranger to Mr. Donne's abilities, — for he 

Eraamua, who hath written his life, exhibit! him ai 
the hidbE finlnhed pattern of goodness — '■ nuaii Delia 
Toloerit in Auguiiino tanquam in una tabula tlvidum 
quoddam eiemplar Eplscopi reprxientare omnibus 
virtulum numeris abnolutum." 

' Bishop of Milan, from the persuasive powen of 
his eloquence, ant! the charming sweetness of his 
language, called "the Mellifluous Doctor." The 
eflecti which his diicoDries produced on St. Auguscin 
are deicrlbeJ in Cffisiitmum, lib. v. cap. 14. 

^ John King was born at Wornat in Bucks, about 
1 5 J9, educated in Westminster School, and sent to 
Christ-Church in 1576. He was chaplain 10 Queen 
Elizabeth, arch-deacon of Nottingham in ijgn, doctor 
of diiinicy in >6oi, dean of Christ-Church in 160S, 
and Bishop of London In 1611. Besides his "Lecture) 
upon Jonah," delivered at York in IJ94, and printed 
at Onford In 1597, he published several sermona. He 
was so constant in preaching, after he was a bishop, 
that he ne>er missed a Sunday, when his health per- 
mitted. He died March 30, 1611, and was Interred 
In St. Paul's Cathedral. Soon after, the papists re- 
ported, liiat he died a member of their church, in 
a pamphlet entitled "The Bishop of London his 
Legacy ; " but the falsity of this story was sutliciently 
exposed by his son Henr)r, In a sermon at St Paul's 
Cross, Nov, ij, 1611, and by Bishop Godwin, In 
ihe appendix to his " Commentarius de Prxsulibua 
Anglii," He is afterwards noticed in the Lite of 
Dr. Sanderson. 



DR. JOHN DONNE 

had been Chaplain to the Lord Chancellor, 
the time of Mr. Donne's being his Locdshi 
Secretary — that reverend man did receive i 
news with much gladness ; and, after some e 
pressiona of jay, and a persuasion 
LD hii pious purpose, he proceeded with all con- 
venient speed to ordain him first Deacon, and 
then Priest not long after. 

Now the English Church had gained a second 
St. Austin ; for I think none was to like him 
before his conversion, none so like St. Ambrose 
after it ! and if his youth had the iniirmities of 
the one, his age had the excellencies of the 
other i the learning and holiness of both. 

And now all his studies, which had been 
occasionally diflused, were all concentered in 
Divinity. Now he had a new calling, new 
thoughts, and a new employment for his wit and 
eloquence, 
changed in 
of his own 
of others ; 







e engaged in 
preaching the glad tidings of 
repenting sinners, and peace to each 
troubled soul. To these he applied himaeif 
with all care and diligence : and now such a 
change was wrought in him, that he could say 
with David, " O how amiable are thy Taber- 
nacles, O Lord God of Hosts 1 " Now he 
declared openly, " that when he required a tem- 
poral, God gave him a spiritual blessing." And 
that "he was now gladder to be a door-keeper 
in the House of God, than he could be to enjoy 
e noblest of all temporal employments." 
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His first Presently after he entered into hii holy pro- 
sennon fession, the King sent for him, and made him 
his Chaplain in Ordinary, and promised to lake 
3 particular care for hia preferment. 

And, though his long familiarity with acholara 
aod persons of greatest quality was such, as 
might hare given some men boldness enough 
to have preached to any eminent auditory ; yet 
his modesty in this employment was such, that 
he could not be persuaded to it, but went usually 
accompanied with tome one friend to preach 
privately in some Tillage, not far from London ; 
his first Sermon being preached at Paddingtoo. 
This he did, till his Majesty sent and appointed 
him a day to preach to him at Whitehall; and, 
though much were expected from him, both by 
his Majesty and others, yet he was so huppy — 
which few are — as to satisfy and exceed their 
expectations : preaching the Word so, as shewed 
his own heart was possessed with those very 
thoughts and joys that he laboured to distil into 
others : a preacher in earnest ; weeping some- 
limes for his auditory, sometimes with them j 
always preaching to himself, like an angel from 
a cloud, but in none ; carrying some, as St. Paul 
was, to Heaven in holy raptures, and enticing 
others by a sacred art and courtship to amend 
their lives : here picturing a Vice so as to make 
it ugly to those that practised it : and a Virtue 
so as to make it beloved, even by those that 
loved it not ; and all this with a most par- 
ticular grace and an unexpressible addition of 
comeliness. 
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There may be some that may incline to think I 
— such indeed as have not heard him — that my ' 
af)«ccion to my friend hath transported me to 
immoderate commendation of hia preaching, 
this meets with any such, let me entreat, though 
I will omit many, yet that they will receive a 
double witneGS for what I say ; it being attested 
by a gentleman of worth, — Mr. Chidley,* a 
frequent hearer of his Sermons — in part of a 
Funeral Elegy writ by him on Dr. Donne ; and 
%! a known truth, though it be in verse. 

Each altar had his fire 

He kept hia love, but not his object ; wit 
He did not banish, but transplanted It ; 
Taught it both time and place, and brought 

To piety which it doth beat become. 



Hat 



say, had e 



liness 
Such as his lips did clothe Religion in ? 
Had not reproof a beauty passing Sin ? 
Corrupted Nature sorrow'd that ahe stood 
So near the danger of becoming good. 

i John Chudleigh, M.A of Wadham College, Ox- 

rd, and eldest ion nf Sir John Chudleigh, Ban. 

of Aihcon, In Devonahire. Others identify '< Mr, 

Chidley " wiih Dr. Chiddreley (or Chllderley), who 
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And, when he preach'd, she wiih'd her 
E ears exempt 

From piety, ih;it had ouch pow r to tempt. 
How did hit sacred flattery beguile 
Men to amend ? ^- — 

More of this, and more witnesses, might be 
brought ; but I forbear and return,' 

That Summer, in the very same moDth !d 
which he entered into sacred Orders, and was 
made the King's Chaplain, his Majesty then 
going his Progress, was entreated to receive an 
entertainment in the University of Cambridge : 
and Mr. Donne attending his Majesty at that 
time, hia Majesty was pleased to recommend 

' The character of Dr. Donne'i Sermons 19 failh- 
Mlf delineated by his ion in the Dedication of them 
to Charles I. "They who have been conyersanl in 
[he works of the holiest men of all (imei, cannot bui 
acknowledge in these the same spirit with which 
ihey writ ; reasonable demonstrationi everf where in 
the subjects comprehensible by respon: As for ihose 
thing! which cannot be comprehended by »nr reason 

here; and for the other part of our nature, which 
consiils in our pusiont and In our sffEctions, they 
are here raised and laid, and governed and disposed, 
in a manner, accordinff to the will of the author. 
The doctrine itself which is taught here ii primitively 
Christian; the Fathers are every where consulted 
with reverence, but apostolical writings only appealed 
to as the last Rule of Faith. Lastly, snch is the con- 
juncture here of zeal and dlieretion, that whilst it is 
the main scope of the author in these Ditcoarsei, 
that glory he given to God, this Is accompanied every 
where with a icrupulous care and endeavour, ihM 
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him to the University, to be made Doc 
Divinity : Doctor Haranett' — after Archbishop 
of York — was then Vice-Chancellor, who, know- 
ing him to be the author of that learned book 
the Pieudo- Martyr, required no other proof of 
hig abilitied, but proposed it to the Unisersity, 
who presently assented, and expressed a glad- 
neas, that they had such an occasion to entitle 
him to be theirs." 



PemI 
of'which he was elected Fellow in 1583, and 
Master in 160;. In the iiame year, and again in 
lfil4, hewas Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge ; in tGog, 
he was made Bishop of Chichester, whence he was 
translated to ihe see of Norwich in 1619, and to the 
Archbishopric of York in ifiiS. In Not. 1619, Dr. 
Hatmelt was made a Privy Councillor, and he died 
Mar 15, 1631. He was one of the best wrlEcts of 
bis time, and his publications consist of a Sermon at 
Piul'i Cross, and a Controversial Tract on Demo- 
niacal Possession. Le Neie states that he gave up 
his Mastership in Cambridge, rather than stand the 
retolt of an inquiry into 57 articles which were 
brought against him. 

■ The circumstance of Dr. Donne being made 
D.D. at Cambridge, is related in a different manner 
in two leltem written by Mr. Chamberlain to Sir 
Dudley Carleton. In one, dated March i6th, 1614, 
he writes "I had almost forgotten, that almost all the 
Courtiers went forth Masters of Ans at the King'i 
being (here; but few, or no Doctors, save 
Younge, which was done by a mandate, being son to 
Sir Peter, the King's schoolmaster. The Vice-Chin- 
cellor and University were exceeding strict in that 

ifused many importunities of great men ; 

om was Mr. Secretary, that made great 
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His abilitiei and, industry in his profession 
dies were so eminent, and he so known and so beloved 
by persoDB of quality, that within the firet year 
of his entering into sacred Orders, he had four- 
teen advowaons of several benefices presented to 
him : but they were in the country, and he could 
not leave his beloved London, to which place 
he had a natural inclination, having received 
both his birth and education in ic, and there 
contracted a friendship with many, whose con- 
versation multiplied the joys of his life ; but an 
employment that might affix him that place 
would be welcome, for he needed it. 

Immediately after his return from Cambridge, 
his wife died,^ leaving him a man of a narrow, 
meani for Mr. Wej t field ; but it would not be; 
neither the King's intrcity for John Dun would 
prevail; yet they are threatned with a mandate, 
which, if it come, it is liiie ihey will obey ; but they 
are resolved to give him such a blow withal, that ho 
were better without it." In another letter, of nearly 
the same date, he writes chvii, — "John Donne, snd 
one Chekc, went out Doctors at Cambridge with 
much ado, after our coming away, by tlie King's 
express mandate ; thaugli tlie Vice-ChancelJor and 
lome of the heads called them openly filioi Kailu ri 
linitrkna, that sought thus to come in at the window, 
when there was a fair gate open. But the worst is, 
that Donne had gotten a reversion of tlic Deanery of 
Canterbury, if such grants could be lawful ; whereby 
he hath purchased himself a great deal of envy, that ■ 
man of his sort should seel[,/tr iuUuk, to intercept 
such a place from to many more worthy and ancient 
Divines. " 

' His wife died, Aug. 15, 1S17, on tiie seventh day 
after the birth of her twelfth child. We iind in 
Walpole's Anecdotes of Painting that Nicholas Stone 
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unsettled estate, and — having buried five — the His g 
carefa! father of seven children then living, to 
whom he gave a voluntary assurance, never to 
bring them under the subjection of a step-mother j 
which promise he kept most faithfully, burying 
with his tears, all his earthly joya in his most 
dear and deserving wife's grave, and betook 
himself to a niost retired and solitary life. 

In this retiredness, which was often from the 
sight of his dearest friends, he became crucified 
to the world, and all those vanities, those 
imaginary pleasures, that are daily acted on that 
restless stage i and they were as perfectly cruci- 
fied to him. Nor is it hard to ihink — being, 
passions may be both changed and heightened 
by accidents — but that that abundant affection 
which once was betwixt him and her, who had 
long been the delight of his eyes, and the com- 
panion of his youth ; her, with whom he had 
divided so many pleasant sorrows and contented 
fears, as common people are not capable of; — ■ 
not hard to think but that she being now re- 
moved by death, a commensurable grief took 
as full a poBseaaion of him as joy had done ; 
and so indeed it did ; for now his very soul 
was elemented of nothing but sadness; now 
grief took so full a possession of his he^rt, as 
to leave no place for joy ; Tf it did, it was a 
joy to be alone, where, like a pelican in the 
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1 wiiderneaa, he might bemoan himaelf without 
> wimess or restraint, and pour forth his passions 
like Job in the daya of his affliction : " Oh that 
1 might have the desire of my heart ! Oh that 
God would grant the thing that I long for! " 
For then, as the grave is become her house, so 
I would hasten to make tt mine also ; that we 
two might there make our beds together in the 
dark. Thus, as the laraelitea sat mourning by 
the rivers of Babylon, when they remembered 
Sion ; so he gave some ease to his oppressed 
heart by thus venting hia sorrows : thus he 
began the day, and ended the uight; ended the 
restleaa night and began the weary day in lamen- 
tations. And thus he continued, till a considera- 
tion of hia new engagements to God, and St. 
Paul's "Woe is me, if I preach not the Gospel!" 
dispersed those sad clouds that had then be- 
nighted hia hopes, and now forced him to behold 
the light. 

His first motion from hia house, was to 
preach where his beloved wife lay buried, — in 
St. Clement's Church, near Temple Bar, Lon- 
don, — and his tent was a part of the Piophet 
Jeremy's Lamentation; " Lo, I am the Man 
that have seen affliction." 

And indeed his very words and looks testified 
him to be truly auch a man; and they, with the 
addition of hia sighs and tears, expreasi-d in hia 
Sermon, did so work upon the affections of hia 
hearers, as melted and moulded them into a 
companionable sadness : and so they left the 
congregation ; but then their houses priaeated 
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ihem witb objects of diversion, and his pre- Reader at 
aented him with nothing but fresh objects of Lincoln's 
sorrow, in beholding many helpless children, a " 
narrow fortune, and a consideration of the many 
cares and casualties that attend their educatioo.^ 
In this time of sadness he waa importuned by 
the grave Benchers of Lincoln's Inn — who were 
once the companions and friends of his youth — 
to accept of their Lecture, which, by reRson of 
Dr. Gataker's removal from thence,- was then 
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n this passage, origi- 
ceming Dr. Donnt'. 
immefliate preueceasar aa uirinity Reader at Lincoln's 
Inn : for he atates tliat Mr. Thomas Gataker quitted 
thai Society for the Rectorjt of Rotberhiihe in iGit, 
nix years before Dr. Donne nas chosen there. Upon 
referring Co Coxe's Manuscript Dlgc^it of the Records 
of Lincoln's Inn, It ia ascertained that Dr. Gatalier 
waa elected Preacher in the 44111 of Elii. 1601 ; that 
he wa> succeeded by Dr. Holloway, in the loth of 
James I. iGiI; that Dr. Donne became Lecturer in 
the i+th of James I. 1616 ; that in the 17th of that 
Sovereign, 1619, he went on his German Embassy; 
and that in his 10th year, iSii, he was succeeded at 
LiDcoln'i (nn by Mr. Preston. Thomas Gataker, a 
learned Divine, was bom in London, in 1574, and 
was educated at St. John's College, Cambridge. He 
wa< celebrated for a Treatise " Of the Nature and 
Use of Lots ; " and, being of the Parllainentary party, 
was one of the Assembly of Divines in 1641, though 
his own condact was moderate, and he prolesied 
against tbe violence of others, and especially against 
the King's trial. He died in 1654, I " " ' ' 
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s void ; of which he accepted, being moat glad to 
* renew his intermitted friendship with those whom 
he 10 much loved, and where he had been a 
Saul, — though not to persecute Christiaaily, or 
to deride it, yet in his irregular youth to neglect 
the viiible practice of it, — there to become a Paul, 
and preach salvation to hts belored brethren. 

And now his life was a shining light among 
his old friends ; now he gave an ocular testimony 
of the strictness and regularity of it ; now he 
might aay, as St. Paul adviseth hia Corinthians, 
" Be ye followers of me, as I follow Christ, 
and walk as ye have me for an example ; " not 
the example of a busy body, but of a eoniem- 
pbtive, a harmless, an humble and an holy life 

The love of that noble Society was expressed 
to him many ways; for, besides fair lodgings 
that were set apart, and newly fijrnished for 
him with all necessaries, other courtesies were 
also daily added ; indeed so many, and so freely, 
as if they meant their gratitude should exceed 
his merits ; and in this love-strife of desert and 
liberality, they continued for the space of two 
years, he preaching ftithfully and constantly to 
them, and they liberally requiting him. About 
which lime the Emperor of Germany died, and 
the Palsgrave, who had lately married the Lady 
Elizabeth, the King's only daughter,' was elected 

1 This unforiunafe Prince.o, from her amiable aod 
engaging manners, was calltd " The Quc^n of Hearts." 
She waa born in Scotland, Aug. 19, 159* ; and WU' 
married to Frederick V, Count Palatine of the RU 
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1 crowned King of Bohemia, the unhappy Lord 
beginning of many HiiBeriea in that nation. * " 

King Jame«, whose motto — Beali pacific — * 
did truly speak the Tery thoughts of hia heart, 
endeavoured first to prevent, and after to com- 
pose, the discords of that discomposed State : 
and, amongst other his endeavours, did then 
send the Lord Hay,^ Earl of Doncaster, his 

&c. on Valentine'i day, Fob. 14th. 1611, on which 
occasion Dr. Donne wrote an Epithalamium. She 
left England, April loth of the same fear; and on 
the d«th of the Emperor Matthias, March lolh, 
ifii9, th<^ Suti?s of Bohemia rejected his couMn and 
adapted gon, Ferdinand II. from being their King, 
and otTcred their crown to the husband of Elizabeth. 
Ferdinand, being elected Emperor of Germanj, in 
the following August, marched his forces agalnsl; 
Frederick, took from him his Palatinate, and Forced 
him to flf into the Law Countriea. He died of a 
fever at Mentz, Nor. ijch, ifiji, and his Queen can- 
tinned at the Hag-ue until after the Restoration, when 
she returned to England, with William Rrst Earl of 
Craven, to whom it is supposed <he was married, and 
died Feb. 13th, 1661, at Leicester House. 

1 Sir James Hay was born at Pitcorthle, in Fife, 
and came with James to England in iSoj. In June 
161J, he was made Baron Hay of Sauley, in York- 
shire ; in July 1G16, he went Ambassador tn France; 
in March 1G17, he wai made a Priij Councillor; 
and in July 1618, Viscount Doncaiter. He departed 
on his embassy in May 1619, and returned in the 
January following: after which, in i6il, he was 
again sent as Ambatsador to Prance, and hU Kervicei 
rewarded by his being created Earl of Carlisle. He 
died at Whitehall, April i;th, ifi]6, and was buried 
in St. Paul's. HU embassy to Ft " ' " 
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; Ambassador to those unsettled Princes i and, 
' by a special command from hia Majesty, Dr. 
Donne was appointed to assist and attend tbat 
employment to the Princes of the Union ; for 
which the Earl was most glad, who hnd always 
put a great value on him, and taken a great 
pleasure in hia conversation and diecourBe: and 
his friends at Lincoln's Inn were as glad ; for 
they feared that his immoderate study, and sad- 
ness for his wife's death, would, as Jacob said, 
"make his days few," and, respecting his bodily 
health, "evil" too: and of this there were 
many visible signs. 

At his going, he left his friends of Lincoln's 
Ino,^ and they him, with many reluctations : 
for, though he could not say as St. Paul to his 
Ephesians, " Behold, you, to whom I have 
preached the Kingdom of God, shall from hence- 
forth see my face no more } " yet he, believing 
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s a man of the greatest expense in his own pe 
1 in his famous Ante-Suppers, of any of his i 
1 after having spent £ioo,tioa received o 
>wn, he died, leaving literally nothing bi 
n but the reputation of a fine gentleman, ar 
:c.mpli>hed courtier. 

I "A Sermon ot Valediction at tny going 
irmany, at Lincoln's Inne, April 18, 1619," 
In the margin of the first edition of Donne's 
:re 1> at the preceding sentence reference to Gi 
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O be in a conmimption, qucGtioned, and ] 
tey feared >t ; all coDcluding that Ilia troubled i 
' mind, with the help of his unintermittetl studies, 
hastened the decays of his weak body. But God, 
who is the God of all wisdom and goodness, 
turned it to the beat ; for this employment — to 
say nothing of the event of it— did not only 
divert him from those too serious studies and sad 
thoughts, but seemed to give him a new life, by 
a true occasion of joy, to be an eye-witness of 
the health of his most dear and most honoured 
mistress, the Queeu of Bohemia, in a foreign 
nation ; and to be a witness of that gladness which 
she expressed to see him : who, having formerly 
known him a courtier, was much joyed to see him 
in a canonical habit, and more glad to be an ear- 
witness of his excellent and powerful preaching.^ 

About fourteen months after his departure 
out of Engiand, he returned to his friends of 
Lincoln's Inn, with his sorrows moderated, 
and his health improved ; and there betook 
himself to his constant course of preaching. 

About a year after his return out of Germany, 
Dr. Carey^ was made Bishop of Exeter, and 

> So highly wa< he eileemed by ihe Society, that 
he Wis selucted lo preach (he Sermon on Ascendon 
Day, 1613.01 the consecration of the nevr Chapel built 
by Inigo Joneii. 

> Valentine Carey, Master of Christ'a CoUcgc In 
Ciunliridge, and Dean of St. Paul's, is said to haie 
been born in Northumberland, and deacended of the 
noble lamily of Hunidoo. He was eonsecrated 
lishop of Exeter, Nov. iSth. 1(11, and be died June 

olh, 1616, and wjs buried in St. Paul's. 
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Dean of by hia removal the Deanery of St. Paul's being 
St Paul's vacant, the King aent to Dr. Donne, and ap- 
pointed him to attend him at dinner the next 
day. When his Majeety was sat down, before 
he had eat any meat, he eaid after hia pleasant 
manner, " Dr. Donne, I have invited you to 
dinner ; and, though you sit not down with me, 
yet I will carve to you of a dish that I know 
you love well ; for, knowing you love London, 
I do therefore make you Dean of St. Paul's ; 
and, when I have dined, then do you take your 
beloved dish home to your study, say grace 
there to yourself, and much good may it do 

Immediately after he came to his Deanery, he 
employed workmen to repair and beautify the 
Chapel i suffering aa holy David once Towed, 
" his eyea and temples to take no rest, till he 
had first beautified the house of God," ' 

The next quarter following, when his father- 
io-law. Sir George More, — whom time had 
made a lover and admirer of him — came to pay 
to him the conditioned sum of twenty pounds, 
he refiised to receive it j and said — as good 
Jacob did, when he heard hia beloved son 
Joseph was alive, " ' It ia enough ; ' You have 
been kind to me and mine: I know your present 
condition is such as not to abound, and I hope 
mine is, or will be such as not to need it : I 
will therefore receive no more from you upon 
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and in testimony of it freely Vicar 
gave him up hii bond. of St 

Immediately after hia admission into his Dimsta- 
Deanery, the vicarage of St. Dunstan in the 
We>t,i London, fell to him by the death of 
Dr. White,' the advowson of it having been 
given to him long before by his honourable 
frieod Richard Earl of Dorset,^ then the patron, 
and confirmed by hia brother the late deceased 
Edward, both of them men of much honour. 

By these, and another ecclesiastical endow- 
ment which fell to him about the same time. 



Donne. 

" Dr, Thotna? White, born in BrEstal, and entered 
a Student of Magdalen Hall, Oxford, about 1566, 
He was well known and much esteemed as a preacher, 
being Minister of St. Gregory's, near St. Paul's, in 
London, and afterward Reccor of St. Dunstan'i in 
Fleet Street. In 1585, he was made a Canon of St, 
Paul'i; in i;90, Treuurer of Salisbury; in 1591, a 
Canon of Christ Church, Oxford; and in 1593, a 
Canon of St. George's, Windsor. His only publica- 

to Sion College, London, and his foundation of a 
Lecture oa Moral PhiloiO|ih}' at Oxford, have better 
preserved his memory. He died March 1st, 1611. 

* Richard Sackville, third Earl of Doraet, was born 
March iSth, 15S9, at the Charter- houie in London ; 
mnd Feb. 17th, 1608-9, ™^' married to Anne, daughter 
and heir of the famous George Clilford, Earl of Cum- 
berland, his father having died two days before. He 
died on Easter Sunday, March ilth, 1614', and his 
lady, in a manuscript history of her li^, has given him 
_the character of an amiable man, a scholar, a soldier, 
:iei, and a gentleman. His brother Edward, 
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Prolocn- given to him formerly by the Earl of Kent,^ he 
tor to was enabled to become charitable to the poor, 
Conyo- and kind 
cation 



1 for 



is friends, and to make such pro- 
children, that they were not left 
Bcandaloua, as relating to their, or hts profession 
and quality. 

The next Parliament, which was within that 
presenC year, he was chosen Prolocutor to the 
Convocation, and about that time was appointed 
by his Majesty, his most gracious master, to 
preach very many occasional Sermons, as at 
St. Paul's Cross, and other places. All which 
employments he performed to the admiration of 
the representatire body of the whole Clergy of 
this nation. 

He was once, and but once, clouded with 
the King's displeasure, and it was about this 
time ; which was occasioned by some maliciouE 

fourth Earl of Doreel, was burn in 1590 ; and having 
been accomplishe.l both by ttudv and tnve\. was 
early disi:ingu[sh«l for his omit 



which t 
killed I 



1 duel, 
In i( 



> Ihe 



Knight of the Bath, i 
Commanders lent to antist the King of Bohemia, and 
Kaighc of the Garter. He adhered to the Royal 
cause throughout the Civil Wars, and lock the 
King's niuriier so moch lo heart, as never after to 
lea«c hia itwelling, bat died July I7lh, 1G5I, at 
DOTilet Haute, iu Fleet Street, Loadon. 

1 The Earl of Kent was Henry Grey, ninth Earl of 
hii. family, Who married Elizabeth, second daughter, 
' "■■■ rtTalbol, E»rl of Shrewsbury! 



Friars, London, Nov. 1 



LEsae at his home ii 
, 1639. 



DR. JOHN DOMHE 



wtiisperer, who had told his Majesty that Dr 
Donne had put on the general humour of thi 
pulpits, and was become busy in insinuating a -j 
fear of the King's inclining to Popery, and a 
dislike of his gOTerament ; and particularly for 
the King's then turning the evening Lectures 
into Catechising, and expounding the Prayer of 
otu Lord, and of the Belief, nnd Command- 
ments. His Majesty was the more inclinable 
to believe this, for that a person of Nobility and 
great note, betwixt whom and Dr. Donne there 
had been a great friendship, was at this very 
time discarded the Court — I shall forbear his 
name, unless I had a fairer occasion — and justly 
committed to prison ; which begot many rumours 
in the common people, who in this nation think 
they arc not wise, unless they be busy about 
what they understand not, and especially about 
religion. _ _ , 

The King received this news with so much 
discontent and restlessness, that he would not 
suffer the sun to set and leave him under this 
doubt ; but sent for Dr. Donne, and required 
his answer to the accusation ; which was so 
clear and satisfactory, that the King said, " he 
was right glad he rested no longer under the 
suspicion." When the King had said this. 
Doctor Donne kneeled down, and thanked his 
Majesty, and protested his answer was faithful, 
and free from all coilusioni and therefore, 
"desired that he might not rise, till, as in like 
cases, he always had from God, so he might 
have from his Majesty, sc 



dis- 
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Donne's stood dear and fair in hit opinion." At which 
sicfcness the King raiaed him from his knees with his 
own hands, and " protested he believed him ; 
and that he knew he was an honest man, and 
doubted not but that he loved him truly." 
And, having thus dismissed him, he called 
8ome Lords of his Council into his chamber, 
and said with much earnestness, " My Doctor 
is an honest man ; and, my Lords, I was neia 
better satiaiied with an answer than he hath now 
made me ; and I always rejoice when I think 
that by my means he became a Divine." 

He was made Dean in the fiftieth year of 
his age; and in his fifty-fourth year, a dangerous 
sickness seized him, which inclined him to a 
consumption: but God, as Job thankfully 
acknowledged, preserved his spirit, and kept 
his intellectuals as clear and perfect, as when 
that sickness first seized his body ; but it con- 
tinued long, and threatened him with death, 
which he dreaded not. 

In this distemper of body, his dear friend. 
Dr. Henry King,^ — then chief Residentiary of 

1 Henry King was born in .591, at Wornal in 
Sucks, and educatL'tl at Westininiter, whence he was 
elected a Student of Christ Church, Oxford, in iSoS. 
Having taken the degrees in Arts he " lieciine > 
most florid preacher," lays Wood, and succeuivelf 
Chaplain to Jamei I., Arch-Deacon of Colchester, 
Residentiary of St. Paul'a, Canon of Christ Church, 
Chaplain to Charles 1., Doctor of Divinity, and Dean 
of Rochester, from which he was advanced to the 
Bishopric of Chicheaicr in 1641, which he held till 
the lime of his death in 1669, He lurned the Pwhni 
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t church, and late Bishop of Chichester — 
man generally known by the Clergy of this * 
nation, and aa generally noted for hii obliging " 
nature, visited him daily ; and observing that 
his sickness rendered his recovery doabtful, he 
chose a seasonable time to speak to him to this 

" Mr. Dean, I am, by your favour, no 
stranger to your temporal estate, and you are 
no stranger to the olTer lately made us, for the 
renewing a lease of the best Prebend's corps 
belonging to our church ; and you know 'twaa 
denieii, for that our tenant being very rieh, 
offered to line at so low a rate as held not 
proportion with his advantages : but I will 
either raise him to an higher sum, or procure 
that the other Residentiaries shall join to accept 
of what was offered ; one of these, I can and 
will by your favour do without delay ; and 
without any trouble either to your body or 
mind : I beseech you to accept of my offer, for 
I know it will be a considerable addition to 
your present estate, which I know needs it," 

To this, after a short pause, and raising him- 
self upon his bed, he made this reply : 

"My most dear friend, I moat humbly thank 
you for your many favours, and this in par- 
ticular ; but in my present condition I shall not 
accept of your proposal ; for doubtless there is 

into veric (ilmo, 1651, and 1654), being dlsgualed 
with the old translation, and puhliahed in 1657 a 
(■nail volume of "Poemi, Elegies, Paradonei, and 
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Donnede- such a sin 
dines it could not have ; 
]irimjiive clergy w 
ances of that evil 
looked upon it 
judging it to b 
the power and f 



:rilege ; if there were not, it 
name tn scripture : and the 
Ere watchful against all appear- 
and indeed then all chrietiant 
with hoiror and detestation, 
' even an open de Ranee of 
■ovidence of Almighty God, 
of a declining religion. But 
instead of such christians, who had selected 
limes set apart to fast and pray to God, for a 
pious clergy, which they then did obey, our 
times ahound with men that are busy and 
Utigious about trifles and church-ceremonies, and 
yet so far from scrupling sacrilege, that they 
make not BO much as a ijuxre what it ii : but I 
thank God I have; and dare not now upon my 
sick-bed, when Almighty God hath made me 
useless to the service of the church, make any 
advantages out of it. But if he shall again 
restore me to such a degree of health, as again 
to serve at his altar, I sh^ll then gladly take the 
reward which the bountiful benefactors of this 
church have designed me ; for God knows my 
children and relations will need it. In which 
number, my mother, — whose credulity and 
charity has contracted a very plentiful to a very 
narrow estate — must not be forgotten. But Dr. 
King, if I recover not, that little worldly estate 
that I shall leave behind me — that very little, 
when divided into eight parts — must, if you 
deny me not so charitable a favour, fall into 
your hands, as my most faithful friend and 
ejiecutor ; of whose care and justice 1 n^lu 
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more doubt, than of God's blessing, on that <<Devo- 
which I have conscientiously collected for them ; tionsupon 
but it shall not be augmented on my sick-bed ; °*?^q 
and this I declare to be my unalterable resolu- ^«e;^«ie»> 



tion." 



my 



casions 



The reply to this was only a promise to 
observe his request.^ 

Within a few days his distempers abated ; 
and as his strength increased, so did his thank- 
fulness to Almighty Grod, testified in his most 
excellent Book of Devotions, which he published 
at his recovery; in which the reader may see 
the most secret thoughts that then possessed his 
soul, paraphrased and made public : a book, that 
may not unfitly be called a Sacred Picture of 
Spiritual Ecstasies, occasioned and applicable to 
the emergencies of that sickness ; which book, 
being a composition of Meditations, Disquisitions, 
and Prayers, he writ on his sick-bed ; herein 
imitating the holy Patriarchs, who were wont to 
build their altars in that place where they had 
received their blessings. 

This sickness brought him so near to the 
gates of death, and he saw the grave so ready 
to devour him, that he would often say, his 
recovery was supernatural : but that God that 
then restored his health, continued it to him 

1 The account of Bishop King's offer to Dr. 
Donne, from the words, <* In this distemper," to 
" observe his request," was not inserted until the 
second edition of this life. In the first edition 
the following scriptural references appear on the 
margin : Genesis xii. 7, 8 ; xxviii. 18 ; i Corinthians 
XV. 31 ; Job XXX. 15 ; vii. 3. 
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r till the fifty-ninth year of his life: and then, 
' in AoEust 1630, being with his eldest daughter, 
Mrs. Harvey, at Abuty Hatch, in Essex, he 
there fell into a fever, which, with the help of 
his constant infirmity — vapours froni the spleen 
— hastened him into so visible a consumption, 
that his beholders might say, as St. Paul of 
himself, "He dies daily;" and he might say 
with Job, " My welfare passeth away as a cloud, 
the days of my affliction have taken hold of 
me, and weary nights are appointed for me." 

Reader, this sickness continued long, not only 
weakening, hut wearying him so much, that ray 
desire is, he may now take some rest ; and that 
before I epeak of his death, thou wilt not think 
it an imjiertinenC digression to look back with 
; upon some observations of his life, which. 



whilst a gentle 
may, 1 hope, r 



mber gives 
unfitly 



to his spirits, 
thy considera- 



His marriage was the remarkable error of 
his life; an error, which, though he had a wit 
able and very apt to maintain paradoxes, yet he 
was very far from justifying it: and though his 
wife's competent years, and other reasons, might 
be justly urged to moderate severe censures, yet 
he would occasionally condemn himself for it : 
and doubtless it had been attended with an heavy 
repentance, if God had not blessed them with 
so mutual and cordial aifections, as in the midst 
of their sufleringa made their bread of sorrow 
taste more pleasantly, than the banquets of duli 
and low-spirited people. 
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The recreatioQB of his youth were poetry, ii 
which he was so happy, a> if nature and all hct to G 
varieties had been made only to exercise his p 
sharp wit and high fancy ; and in those pieces 
which were facetiously composed and careleuly 
scattered, — most of them being written before 
the twentieth year of his age — it may appear by 
his choice metaphors, that both nature and all the 
arts joined to ass let him with their utmost skill. 

It is a truth, that in his penitential yean, 
yiewing some of those pieces that had been 
loosely — God knows, too iooiely — scattered in 
his youth, he wished they had been abortive, or 
so short-lived that his own eyes had witnessed 
their funeral : but, though he was no friend to 
them, he was not so fallen out with heavenly 
poetry, as to forsake that ; no, not in his declin- 
ing age ; witnessed then by many divine Sonnets, 
and other high, holy, and harmonious com- 
posures. Yea, even on his former sick-bed he 
wrote this heavenly Hymn, expressing the great 
joy that then possessed hie soul, in the assurance 
of God's favour to him when he composed it : 



■pt thou forgive that sin where I begun, 
Which was my sin, though it were done before? 
Wilt thou forgive that tin through which I run. 

And do run still, though still I do deplore ! 
When thou hast done, thou hast not done, 

For I have more. 
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I Wilt thou forgive that ain, which I ha' 

1 Others to sin, and made my sin their door 

I Wilt thou forgive that sin which I did shun 

A year or two ; — but wallow'd in a sco 

When thou hast done, thou hast not done, 

For I have mi 



I have a sin of fear, that when I've ipun 

My last thread, I shall perish on the shorcfl 

But swear by thyself, that at my death thy St 
Shall shine as he shines now, and herctofc 

And having done that, thou hast done, 

I fear no more> 



I 



I have the rather mentioned this Hymn, for 
that he caused it to be aet to a most grave and 
solemn tune, and to be often lung to the organ 
by the Choristers of St. Pad's Church, in his 
own hearing ; especially at the Evening Service ; 
and at his return from his customary devotions 
in that place, did occasionally say to a friend, 
'* the words of this Hymn have restored to me 
the same thoughts of joy that possessed my soul 
in my sickness, when I composed it. And, 
O the power of church-music ! that harmony 
added to this Hymn has raised the atFections 
of my heart, and quickened my graces of zeal 
and gratitude ; and I observe that I always 
return from paying this public duty of prayer 
and praise to God, with an unexpressible tran- 
quillity of mind, and a willingness to leave the 

After this manner did the Disciples of ouf a 
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Saviour, and the best of Christiaos in those A deplor- 
age* of the Church nearest to his time, ofFej- ation 
their praises to Almighty God. And the 
reader of St. Auguatine'a ^ life may there find, 
that towards his dissolution he wept abundantly, 
that the enemies of Christianity had broke in 
upon them, and profaned and ruined their 
Sanctuaries, and because their Public Hymns 
and Lauds were lost out of their Churches. 
And after this manner have many devout souls 
lifted up their hands and offered accept-ible 
sacrifices unto Almighty God, where Dr. 
Donne offered his, and now lies buried. 

But now, Oh Lord! how is that place [1656] 
become desolate ! ^ 

' St. Augustine died after llie Gotlls and Vandals 
had with great cruelly and slaughter, over-run the 
greatest part of his native country of Africa; in 
which only three cities of any eminence were pre- 
served from their fury. Hippo, his own city, being 
one, though it wan bcBieged by them for fnurteen 
months. According to bia prayer, he was dciivered 
out of their hands by the mercy of God, who took 
him 10 himself during the aiege. 

' By the votes ot both Houses, passed in the 
Long Parliament, Sept. loth, iilh, 1G41, for the 
aboliihing of Bishops, Deans, and Chapters, " the 
very foundation of this famous Cathedral," says Sir 
WiUiam Dugdale, "was utterly shaken in pieces." 
Id the following year, the famoai Cross in the 
Church-yard, which had been for many ages the 
moil noted and solemn place for the gravest Divines 
and greatest scholars to preach at, was pulled down 
to the ground: the stalls in the choir were taken 
away, as also part of the pavement torn up, and 
'■^ - amenlB demolished or defaced. The icalTolds 



THE LIFE OF 

J Before I proceed further, I think fit to in- 
J form the Reader, that not long before his death 
he caused to be drawn a figure of the body of 
Christ extended upon an Anchor, like those 
which painters draw, when they would present 
us wiih the picture of Christ crucified on the 
Cross : his varying no otherwise, than to aflix 
him not to a Cross, but to an Anchor — the 
emblem of Hope ; — this he caused to he drawn 
in little, and then many of those figures thus 
drawn to be engraven very smali in Helio- 
tropium ^ stones, and set in gold ; and of these 
he sent to many of his dearest friends, to be 
used as seals, or rings, and kept as memorials of 
him, and of his affection to them. 

His dear friends and benefactors, Sir Henry 
Goodier,^ and Sir Robert Drewry, could not be 

erected for repair of the Church wen given to the 
soldieri, who dug pit> in icTeral places in the fabric, 
for sawing up the timber; even where lome reve- 
rend Bishops and other personl of quality lay in- 
terred : and afterwards tlie body of the Church was 
frequently converted into a horse-quarter for soldiers, 
though a part of the choir was separated by a 
brick wall at a preaching place, the enttince to 
which was at the uppermost window on the north 
side eastwards. 

' Thu gem named Heliotropium by the ancients is 
suppo.ied to lie the modern bloodstone. 

> The son and heir of Sir William Goodier, of 
Monkskirby, in Warwickshire, Knight, Gentleman 
of the Privy Chamber to King Junes I. He once 
enjoyed, in lucceiiion, the Manor of Baginton, in 
the above county; but not being to fortunate in 
estate, by fallowing the Court, he alienated the 
Lordship to hii brother-in-law. Sir Henry Rainsfurd, 
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of that number ; nor could the Lady Magdalen Dead 
Herbert.i the mother of George Herbert, for Wends 
they had put olF mortality, and taken possession 

Me marrind hii 
ir Henry Goodier, 
a greac Bupporter dj, aoa Kunerer for, Mary Queen 
of Scotland ; and he left four daughter!, of whom 
Lucy, the elJest, was married to Sir Francis Netlier- 
sote, and Weerer, in hit Ancienl Funerall Monu. 



., give 



tliis 



imory; 



" An ill yeire of a Goodyet vs berEft, 
Who, eon Co God, much lacke af him here left ; 
FuU of good gifts, of body and of minde, 
Wise, comely, learned, eloquent, and kinde." 

' Lady Magdalen Herbert, wai the daughter of Sir 
Richard Newport, and Margaret, youngest daughter 
and heir of Sir Thomas Bromley, one of the Privy 
Council, and Executor to Henry VIII. She wai 
married to Richard Herbert, Esq., and was the 
mother of George Herbert, in whose life Walton 
dilates on her character, and Edvrard Lord Herbert, 
of Cherbury. She survived her husband, who died 
In 1597, and, says the latter of her sons, "gave rare 
testimonies of an incomparable piety to God, and 
love CO her children : as being most assiduous and 
devout in her daily, both public and private, prayers; 
and so careful to provide for her posterity, that 
though it were in her power to giie het estate, 
whicn was very great, to whom she would, yet she 
continued still unmarried, after she lived most 
virtuously and lovingly with her husband. She, 
after his death, erected a fair monument for him In 
Montgomery Church, brought up her children care- 
fully, and put them in gacd courses for making their 
fortunes; and briefly was that woman Dr. Donne 
hath described her, in his Funeral Sermon of her 
printed." She died, July nth, 1617, and was burled 
■ JtCheUe*. 
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Living' of the grave before him : but Sir Henry Wotton, 
friends and Dr. Hall,' the then late deceased Bishop of 
Norwich, were ; and so were Dr. Duppa," 

■ Joseph Hall was born at Brislow Park, in the 
County of Ldresti^r, ISJH, and having received a 
Dchooi education at hli native place, wa$ sent at the 
age of 15 to Emanuel College, Cambridge, where he 
was distinguished aa a wit, a poet, and a rhetorician. 
In tfii he took the degree of D.D., was presented to 
the Deanery of Worcester in 1616; promoted to the 
see of Eieter in 1617; and in 1641 translated to 
Norwich. A few weeks afterwards, he was sent to 
(he Tower with twelve other Prelates, for protesting 
Hgainit any Laws passed in Parliament during their 
forced absence from the Hon«, and he was not re- 
leased until June, 1G4.X. Ke lulTered much from the 
Puritans during the following year, they plundered 
his house, despoiled his Cathedral, sequestered his 
estate, and reduced him to poverty, though he ilill 
continued to preach occasionally. He died at Higham, 
near Norwich, Sept. 8th, 1656. in the opening lines 
of his " Virgidemiamm," he claimed to he the first 
English writer of satires: — 

" I first adventure, follow me who list, 
And be the second English Satirist." 

But he had been preceded by Donne. Hall's satires 
were published in 1597, and appear not to have been 
written earlier than 1596; whereas a MS. in the 
British Museum (5110) of "Ihon Dunne hit satires." 
is dated 1593. 

* Dr. Bryan Duppa was born at Lewiiham, March 
■□th, [5E8, and educated at Westminster, whence he 
was elected 10 Christ Church, Oxford, in 1605. In 
163^ he was appointed Tutor lo Prince Charles and 
the Duke of York, and about the same time was made 
Bishop of Chichester, whence he was translaltd lo 
Salisbury io 1641. He attended Charles 1. in the 
Isle of Wighr. and is supposed In have assisted in 
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Biihop of Salisbury, and Dr. Henry King, Herbert's 
Bishop of Chichester — lately deceased — men, "/^.f"' 

in whom there were auch a commixture of P 

general Learoiag, of natural Eloquence, and 
Christian Humility, that they deserve a com- 
memoration by a pen equal to their own, which 
none have exceeded. 

And in this enumeration of his friends, though 
many must be omitted, yet that man of primitive 
piety, Mr. George Herbert, may not ; I mean 
that George Herbert, who was the author of 
" The Temple, or Sacred Poems and Ejacula- 
tions." A book, in which by declaring his own 
spiritual conflicts, he hath comforted and raised 
many a dejected and discomposed bodI, and 
charmed them into sweet and quiet thoughts j a 
book, by the frequent reading whereof, and the 
assistance of that Spirit that seemed to inspire 
the Author, the Reader may attain habits of 
Peace and Piety, and all the gifts of the Holy 
Ghost and Heaven ; and may, by still reading, 
still keep chose sacred lires burning upon the 
altar of so pure a heart, as shall free it from the 
anxieties of this world, and keep it iixed u])on 
things that are above. Betwixt this George 
Herbert and Dr. Donne, there was a long and 
dear friendship, made up by such a sympathy of 

writing the Eikon Basilike. After remaining with 
ihe King till his martyrdom, he lived in retirement 
at Richmond until the Restoration, when he was 
made Biihop of Wlncheiter, and Lord Almoner. He 
died at Richmond, March teth, i6fii; when he wai 
visited by Charles 11. who received his last benedic- 
,ion kneeling. 
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Verses to inclioations, that they coveted and joyed to be 
Herbert in each other's company j and thi» happy friend- 
ahip wa» gtill maintaineii by many sacred eodear- ^ 
iDCDts ; of which that which followeth may fa^ 
tome tcBtimony. JH 

TO MR. GEORGE HERBERT; 



Adopted in God'a family, i 
My old coat loit, into new Am 



I I go. 






The Cross, my Seal in Baptism, spread below. 

Does by that form into an Anchor grow. 

CrOBies grow Anchors, bear as thou shouldst do 

Thy Cross, and that Cross grows an Anchor too. 

But he that makes our Crosses Anchors thus, 

la Christ, who there is crucified for us. 

Yet with this I may my first Serpents hold ; — 

God gives new blessings, and yet leaves the old — 

The Serpent, may, as wise, my pattern be ; 

My poison, as he feeds on dust, that': 

And, ai he rounds the earth to murdi 

He is my death ; but on the Cross, my cure. 

Crucify nature then ; and then implore 

All grace from him, crucilied there before. 

When all is Croit, and that Cross Anchor grol 



J 
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This Seal's a Catechism, not a Seal alone. Verses to 

Under that little Seal great gifts I send, Herbert 

Both works and pray'rs, pawns and fruits of a 

friend. 
O ! may that Saint that rides on our Great Seal, 
To you that bear his name, large bounty deal. 

John Donne. 



IN SACRAM ANCHORAM PISCATORIS 
GEORGE HERBERT. 

Qu6d Crux nequibat fixa clavique additi, — 
Tenere Christum scilicet ne ascenderet, 
Tuive Christum 

Although the Cross could not here Christ detain, 
When nail'd unto't, but he ascends again ; 
Nor yet thy eloquence here keep him still. 
But only whilst thou speak'st — this Anchor will : 
Nor canst thou be content, unless thou to 
This certain Anchor add a Seal ; and so 
The water and the earth both unto thee 
Do owe the symbol of their certainty. 
Let the world reel, we and all our's stand 

sure. 
This holy cable's from all storms secure. 

George Herbert. 

I return to tell the reader, that, besides these 
verses to his dear Mr. Herbert, and that 
Hymn that I mentioned to be sung in the choir 
of St. Paul's Church, he did also shorten and 
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" H jmn beguile many sad hours by composing other 
to God in sacred dittie* j and he writ an Hymn on his 
■ickneaa" death-bed, which bears this title : 



Whe 



im coming to that holy room, ^^H 
;, with thy Choir of Saints, for ever- 



I shall be made thy music, as I come 
I tune my instrument here at the door, 
And, what I must do then, think here 
before. 

Since my Physicians by their loves are grown 
Cosmographers ; and I their map, who lye 



So, in his purple wrapt, receive my Lord ! 
By these his thorns, give me his other 
Crown : 
And, as to other souls I preach' d thy word. 
Be this my text, my sermon to mine own, 
" That he may raise ; therefore the Lord 
throws down." ^ 

' In the firiC edition of DoDDe'ii Life, the pnsiagei 
contained between " I fear m mm," and the title of 
ihii Hjmn, together witli the veraes aS the Hymn, 
were omllteJ ; hut they weri' in^i-rtcil <n the aecoM^ 
edition, with iho exception of the Utter vi 



DR. JOHN DOKME 

If these fall under the censure of a soul, whose Later j 
too much mixture with earth makes it unfit to 
judge of theae high raptures and illurai nations, 
let him know, that many ho!y and devout men 
have thought the soul of Prudentius ' to be most 
refined, when, not many days before his death, 
" he charged it to present hia God each morn- 
ing and evening with a new and spiritual song ; " 
justified by the example of King David and the 
good King Hezekiah, who, upon the renovation 
of his years paid his thankful vows to Almighty 
God in a royal hymn, which he concludes in 
these words; "The Lord was ready to save; 
therefore I will sing my aongi to the stringed 
instruments all the days of my life in the Temple 
of my God." 

The latter part of his life may be said to be 
3 continued study ; for as he usually preached 
once a week, if not oftener, so after hiti Sermon 
he never gave his eyes rest, till he had chosen 
out a new Text, and that night cast hia Sermon 
into a form, and his Text imo divisions ; and 
the next day betook himself to consult the 
Fathers, and so commit his meditations to his 
memory, which was excellent. But upon 
Saturday he usually gave himself and his mind 



Hi;i 



1 Chrisii 



I Poet, 
ought np 
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■ a rest from the weary burthen of hU week'» 
s meditatioDS, aod usually Bpent that day in visita- 
tion of friends, or some other diversions of his 
thoughts i and would say, " that he gave both 
his body and mind that refreshment, chat he 
might be enabled to do the work of the day 
following, not faintly, but with courage and 
cheerfulness." 

Nor was his age only so industrious, but in 
the most unsettled days of his youth, his bed 
was not able to detain him beyond the hour of 
four in the morning ; and it was no common 
business that drew him out of his chamber till 
past ten ; all which time was employed in 
study J though he took great liberty after it. 
And if this seem strange, it may gain a belief 
by the visible fruits of his labours ; some of 
which remain as lestimonies of what is here 
written: for he left the resulcance of 1400 
Authors, most of them abridged and analysed 
with hla own hand: he left also six score of 
his Sermons, all written with his own hand ; 
also an exact and laborious Treatise concerning 
self-murder, called Biathanatos ; ^ wherein all 
the Laws violated by that act arc diligently 
surveyed, and judiciously censured : a Treatise 
written in his younger days, which alone might 
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' declare him then not only perfect in the Ci?il His Will 
and Canon Law, but in many other such studies 
and arguments, aa enter not into the considera- 
tion of many that labour to be thought great 
clerks, and pretend to know all things. 

Nor were these only found in his study, but 
all busineises that passed of any public conse- 
quence, either in this or any of our neighbour- 
nations, lie abbreviated either in Latin, or in the 
language of that nation, and kept them by him 
for useful memorials. So he did the copies of 
divers Letters and Cases of Conscience that had 
concerned his friends, with his observations and 
solutions of them ; and divers other businesses 
of importance, all particularly and methodically 
digested by himself. 

He did prepare to leave the world before life 
left him ; making hia Will when no faculty of 
his soul was damped or made defective by pain 
or sickness, or he surprised by a sudden appre- 
hension of death : but it was made with mature 
deliberation, ex pressing himself an impartial 
father, by making his children's portions equal ; 
and a lover of his friends, whom he remembered 
with legacies fitly and discreetly chosen and be- 
queathed. I cannot forbear a nomination of 
some of them ; for methinks they be persons 
that seem to challenge a recordation in this 
place; as namely, to his brother-in-law. Sir 
Thomas Grimes, he garc that striking clock, 
which he had long worn in his pocket ; to his 
dear friend and executor. Dr. King, — late Bishop 

L«f Chichester — that Model of Gold of the Synod 
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HJi of Don,' with which the States preapnted him 
pictures at his hst being at the Hague; and the two 
pictures of Padre Paolo and Fulgentio,' men of 

1 This famous national Convocation wm made lo 
examine into certain docCrines of Arminius, which 
were dinpuled in Holland. It melacDort, Nor, 13th, 
iGiS, and the States Genera! allowed iod,ooo franca 
for it) expenses. The States General directed a gold 
medal to be icruck in commemoration of the Synod. 
On one side is represented the Assembly of the Synod, 
with this inscription, •■ ASSERTA RELIGIONE," 
On the reverse, a mountain, on tha summit of which 
is 3 temnle, to which men are ascending' along a lery 
The four winds are blowing with great 



violen 



! agaiJ 



It Che 1 



Abo> 



rthel 



™rd JEHOVAH, in Hebrew ci 
The inscription is "ERUNT UT MONS SION. 
CIDDCXiX." These winds are intended to repre- 
sent those who at that time much disturbed the 
traoquillit; of the church. 

* Paul Sarpi, commonly called Father Paui, was 






hwn been a pattern of humility, 
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several discoveries in 
Anatomy. Being made Procurator General of his 
Order, he resided at Rome, leaving his property in 
the hands of a person who abused hit trust, and who, 
10 avoid detection, advised Paolo to remain in Rome 
for the take of promotion. His answer was, that he 
held the dignities of that Court in abomination ; and 
the letter containing the passage being betrayed to 
■he Pope, Paolo was regarded as a heretic. HU 
I'Ncnioni on behalf of Venice, caused him lo be cited 
tu Rome, and after the Pope and the Venetian Statea 
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his acquaintance when he travelled Italy, : 
of great note in that nation for their remarkable rBlica."1 
learning. — To his ancient friend Dr. Brook, — 
that married him^Master of Trinity College in 
Cambridge, he gave the picture of the Blessed 
Virgin and Joseph To Dr. Winniff who suc- 
ceeded him in the Deanery — he gave a picture 
called the Skeleton, — To the succeeding Dean, 
who was not then known, he gave many neces- 
saries of worth, and useful for his house ; and 
also several pictures and ornaments for the 
Chapel, with a desire that they might be regis- 
tered, and remain as a legacy to his successors. — 
To the Earls of Dorset and Carlisle he gave 
geveral pictures ( and so he did to many other 
friends j legacies, given rather to express his 
affection, than to make any addition to their 
estates: but unto the poor he was full of charity, 
and unto many others, who, by his constant and 

f)f the Council o( Trent was vsHttm in ihe seclusion 
to which he then retired, and he died Jan. i+th, 1611. 
M. Pulgentio, was a Minorite, and the friend and 
Biographer of Father Paul, hi.t Life of him wag pub- 
lished in English, in 1651, Evo. He was celebrated 
for the di^nitf and freedom with which be preached 
the pore Word of God i and Pope Paul V. said of hli 
Discoursei, " He hae indeed some good Sermons, but 
bad ones withal : he stands too much upon Scripture, 
which 1) a book that if an^ man will keep cloiu 
to, he will quite ruin the Catholic faith." Father 
Pulgentio had written in the Venetian controvera; 
against the Popf, but was induced by tlie Nuncio to 
visit Rome, on promise of safe conducts He was at 
first received with f«»out, and even with festivity, 
IS afterwards burned in the lield of Flora, 
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His Will iong continued bounty, might entitle theniae!»ei 
quoted to be his alms-people : for all these he made 
provision, and so largely, as, having then six 
children living, might to some appear more than 
proportionable to his estate. I forbear to men- 
tion any more, Jest the Reader may think I 
trespass upon his patience : but I will beg hit 
favour, to present him with the beginning and 
end of his Will. 

"In the name of the blessed and glorious 
Trinity, Amen. I John Donne, by the mercy 
of Christ Jeaua, and by the calling of the Church 
of England, Priest, being at this time in good 
health and perfect understanding, — praised be 
God therefor — do hereby make my last Will 
and Testament in manner and form following. 

" First, I give my gracious God an entire 
BacriSce of body and soul, with my most humble 
thanks for that assurance which his blessed 
Spirit imprints in me now of the Salvation of 
the one, and the Resurrection of the other ; and 
for that constant and cheerful resolution, which 
the same spirit hath established in me, to live 
and die in the Rehgion now professed in the 
Church of England. In expectation of that 
Resurrection, I desire my body may be buried — 
in the most private manner that may be — in that 
place of St. Paul's Church, London, that the 
now Residentiaries have at my request designed, 
for that purpose, &c. — And this my last Will 
and Testament, made in the fear of God, — 
whose mercy I humbly beg, and constantly rely 
upon in Jesus Christ — and in perfect lore ■ ' 
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charity with all the world — whose pardon I aik, ^^i^l 
from the lowest of my aerTants, to the highest 
of my superiors — written all with my own hand, 
anil my name subscribed to erery page, of which 
there are five in number.' 

"Sealed December 13, 1630." 

Nor was this blessed sacrifice of Charity 
expressed only at his death, but in hii life also, 
by a cheerful and frequent visitation of any friend 
whose mind was dejected, or hia fortune necei- 
sitous ; he was inquisitive after the wants of 
prisoaers, and redeemed many from prison, that 
lay for their fees or small debts : he was a con- 
tiauat giver to poor scholars, both of this and 
foreign nations. Besides what he gave with 
his own hand, he usually sent a servant, or a 
discreet and trusty friend, to distribute his 
charity to all the Prisons in London, at all the 
festival times of the year, especially at the Birth 
and Resurrection of our Saviour. He gave an 
hundred pounds at one time to an old friend, 
whom he had known live plentifully, and by a 
too liberal heart and carelessness became decayed 
in his estate; and when the receiving of it was 
denied, by the gentleman's saying, " He wanted 
not J " — for the reader may note, that as there 
be some spirits so generous as to labour to con- 
ceal and endure a sad poverty, rather than expose 
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1 themoelves to those blushes chat attend the con- 
orka fcssion of it ; bo there be others, to whom Nature 
and Grace have afTorded such sweet and com- 
passionate ooula, as to pity and prevent the dia- 
tiesses of mankind ; — which I have mentioned 
because of Dr. Donne's reply, whose answer 
was ; " I know you want not what will sustain 
nature-; for a little wilt do that ; but my desire 
is, that you, who in the days of your plenty hare 
cheered and raised the hearts of so many of your 
dejected friends, would now receive this from 
me, and use it as a cnrdial for the cheering of 
your own:" and upon these terms it was re- 
ceived. He was an happy reconciler of many 
differences in the families of his friends and 
kindred, — which he never undertook faintly ; 
for such undertakings have usually faint effects 
— and they had such a faith in his judgment and 
impartiality, that he never advised them to any- 
thing in vain. He was, even to her death, a 
most dutiful son to his Mother, careful to pro- 
vide for her supportacion, of which she had been 
destitute, but that God raised him up to prevent 
her necessities ; who having sucked in the reli- 
gion of the Roman Church with the mother's 
milk, spent her estate in foreign countries, to 
enjoy a liberty in it, and died in his house but 
three months before him. 

And to the end it may appear how just a 
steward he was of his Lord and Master's re- 
venue, I have thought lit to let the reader know, 
that after his entrance into his Deanery, as he 
numbered his years, he, at the foot of a private 
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accpanty to which God and his Angels were His 
only witnesses with him,— K:omputed first his praycni 
revenue, then what was given to the poor, and 
other pious uses ; and lastly, what rested for 
him and his; and having done that, he then 
blessed each year's poor remainder with a thank- 
ful prayer ; which, for that they discover a more 
than common devotion, the Reader shall partake 
some of them in his own words : 

So all is that remains this year — [1624-5^ 

Deo Opt. Max. benigno largitori, a me, et ab 
iis quibus haec a me reservantur, Gloria et gratia 
in aetemum. Amen. 

Translated thus. 

To God all Good, all Great, the benevolent 
Bestower, by me and by them, for whom, by 
me, these sums are laid up, be glory and grace 
ascribed for ever. Amen. 

So that this year, [1626^ God hath blessed 
me and mine with : — 

Multiplicatae sunt super nos misericordise tux, 
Domine. 

Translated thus. 

Thy mercies, Oh Lord ! are multiplied upon 
us. 

Da, Domine, ut qux ex immensa bonitate 
tjoa nobis elargiri dignatus sis, in quorumcunque 
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uam semper 



Translated thus. 

Grant, Oh Lord ! that what out of thine 

infiaite bounty Thau hast vouchsafed to lavish 

upon u6, into whosoever hands it may devolve, 

may always be improved to thy glory. Amen. 

In fine horum aexannorum manet:—[i 618-9] 

Quid habeo quod uon accepi a Domino ? 
Largitur etiam ut qure largitus est sua iterum 
(iaat, bono eorum usu ; ut quemadmodum nee 
ofliciis hujuB mundi, nee loci in quo me poeuit 
dignitati, nee aervis, nee egenis, in toto hujus 
anoi curriculo mihi conEcius sum me defiiisse ; 
ita et liberi, quibus qua superaunt, nuperaunt, 
grato animo ea accipiant, el beneficum authorem 
recognoscanL Amen. 



At the end of these six years rem:iinD : — 

What have I, which I Have not received 
from the Lord? He bestows, also, to the in- 
tent that what he hath bestowed may revert to 
Him by the proper use of it ; that, as I have 
not consciously been wanting to myself during 
the whole course of the past year, either in 
discharging my secular duties, in retaining the 
dignity of my sUtian, or in my conduct lowardi 
my servants and the poor,— so my children for m 
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whom remains whatever i» remaining, may re- A leV 
ceive it with gratitude, and acknowledge the 
beoeficent Giver. Amen. 

But I return from my long digreBsion. 

We left the Author sick in Essex, where he 
was forced to spend much of that Winter, by 
reason of his disability to remoTc from that 
place i and having never, for almost twenty 
years, omitted his personal attendance on his 
Majesty in that month, in which he was to 
attend and preach to him ; nor having ever 
been left out of the roll and number of Lent 
Preachers, and there being then — in January, 
1630,^ — a report brought to London, or raised 
there, that Dr. Donne was dead ; that report 
gave him occasion to write the following letter 
to a dear friend : 

"Sii., 
" This advantage you and my other friencis 
have by my frequent fevers, that I am ao much 
the oflener at the galea of Heaven ; and this 
advantage by the solitude and close imprison- 
ment that they reduce me to after, that I am so 
much the oftener at my prayers, in which I shall 
never leave out your happiness ; and I doubt 
not, among his other blessings, God will add 
some one to you for my prayers. A man 
would almost be content to die, — if there were 
no other benefit in death, — to hear of so much 
sorrow, and so much good testimony from good 

' i6ji, moJerii ilyle. 
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A letter men, as I, — God be blessed for it-— did upon 
the report of my death : yet I perceive it went 

^^ not through all ; for one writ to me, that »orac, 

^^L — and he said of my friends, — conceived I was 

^^H not so ill as I pretended, but withdrew myself 

^^H to live at case, discharged of preaching. It is 

^^H an unfriendly, and, God knows, an ill-grounded 

^^m interpretation ; for I have always been sorrier 

^^H when I could not preach, than any could be 

^^H they could not hear me. It hath been my de- 

^^M aire, and God may be pleased to grant it, that I 

^^H might die in the pulpit ; if not that, yet that 

^^U I might take my death in the pulpit ; that is, 

^^H die the sooner by occasion of those labour*. 

^^H Sir, I hope to see you presently after Candle- 

^^M mas ; about which time will fall my Lent 

^^H Sermon at Court, except my Lord Chamber' 

^^M lain believe me to be dead, and so leave me 

^^M out of the roll : but as long as I live, and am 

^^H not speechless, I would not willingly decline 

^^M that service. I have better leisure to write, 

^^M than you to read ; yet I would not willingly 

^^H oppress you with too much letter. God so 

^^M bless you and your son, as I wish to 

^^m Your poor friend, and Servant 

^^M In Christ Jcaus, 

^^1 J. Donne." 

^^^ Before that month ended, he was appointed 

^^H to preach upon his old constant day, the first 

^^H Friday in Lent : he had notice of it, and had 

^^H in his sickness so prepared for that employment, 

^^B that as he had long thirsted for it, so he resolved 
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his weaknr^ss should not hinder his journey ; he His last 
came therefore to London some few days before sermon 
his appointed day of preaching. At his coming 
thither, many of his friends — who with sorrow 
law his sickness had left him but so much ilesh 
as did only cover hia bones — doubted his strength 
to perform that task, and did therefore dissuade 
him from undertaking it, assuring him however, 
it was like to shorten his life : but he passionately 
denied their requests, saying "he would Dot 
doubt that that God, who in so many weaknesses 
had assisted him with an unexpected strength, 
would now withdraw it in his last employment ; 
professing an holy ambition to perform that 
sacred work." And when, to the amazement 
of some beholders, he appeared in the pulpit, 
many of them thought he presented himself not 
to preach mortification by a living voice, but 
mortality by a decayed body, and a dying face. 
And doubdcas many did secretly ask that quet- 
tekiel [Chap. KJtxvil. 3]: "Do these 
:aD that soul organize that 
10 long dme as the sand in 
)ve towards its centre, and 
ir of this dying man's unspent 
t cannoL" And yet, after 



bones live ? 
tongue, to speak 
that glass will 1 



life? Doubtless i 
some faint pauses in his zealous prayer, his 
strong desires enabled his weak body to dis- 
charge his memory of his preconceived medi- 
tations, which were of dying ; the Text being, 
"To God the Lord belong the issues from 
death," many that then saw hia tears, and 
heard his faint and hollow voice, professing they 
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^Why thought the Text prophetically choaen„and that 
' 'U Dr. Donne had preached hia own Funeral 

Being full of joy that God, had enabled him 
to perform this desired duty, he hastened to his 
house; out of which he never moved, till, like 
St. Stephen, " he was carried by devout men to 
hia grave." 

The next day after liia Sermon, hia strength 
being much wasted, and his spirita so spetit aa 
indisposed him to business or to talk, a friend 
that had often been a witness of his free and 
facetious discourse asked him, " Why are you 
Bad ! " To whom he replied, with a counte- 
nance so full of cheerful gravity, as gave testimony 
of an inward tranquillity of mind, and of a soul 
willing to take a farewell of this world ; and 

" I am not sad ; but most of the night past t 
have entertained myaelf with many thoughts of 
several friends that have left me here, and are 
gone to that place from which they shall not 
return j and that within a few days I also shall 
go hence, and be no more seen. And my pre- 
paration for this change is become my nightly 
meditation upon my bed, which my infirmities 
have now made restless to me. But at this 
present time, 1 was in a serious contemplation 

■ This discourse waj printed at London in 1633, 
in 4to., under the quaint title of "Death's Duel, or 
a CoDiolation to the Snule agnlnst the Dying Life ~- 
oDd Living Death of the Body." The text is from 
Pi. Ixviii. 10. It is the last discourse in the t hin" 
volume of Dr, Donne's Sermons. 
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of the providence and goodness of God to mc ; Th^ reply 
lo tne, who am leas than the least of his merciea : 
and looking back upon my life past, I dow 
plainly see it was hts hand that prevented mc 
irom all temporal employment ; and that it was 
hiB will I should never aetde nor thrive till I 
entered into the Ministry ; in which I have now 
lived almost twenty years — I hope lo his glory, — 
and by which, I most humbly thank him, I have 
been enabled to requite most of those friends 
which shewed me kindness when my fortune was 
very low, as God knows it was : and, — as it 
hath occasioned the expression of ray gratitude — 
I thank God most of them have stood in need 
of my requital. 1 have lived to be useful and 
comfortable to my good Father-in-law, Sir 
George More, whose patience God hath been 
pleased to exercise with many temporal crosses ; 
I have maintained my own Mother, whom it 
hath pleased God, after a plentiful fortune in 
her younger days, to bring to great decay in her 
very old age. I have quieted the consciences 
of many, that have groaned under the burthen 
of a wounded spirit, whose prayers I hope are 
available for me. I cannot plead innocency of 
life, especially of my youth i but 1 am to be 
judged by a merciful God, who is not willing 
to see what I have done amiss. And though 
of myself I have nothing to present to him but 
sins and misery, yet I know he looks not upon 
me now as I am of myself, but as I am in my 
Saviour, and hath given me, even at this present 
by his Holy Spirit, that 
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Desire I am of the number of hi> Elect: I am there- 
for death fore full of inexpressible joy, and shall die in 

I muGt here look so far back, as to tell the 
Reader that at his first return out of Essex, to 
ptvach his last Sermon, his old friend aod 
Physician, Dr. Fox — a man of great worth — 
came to him (o consult his health ; and that 
after a sight of him, and some queries concern- 
ing his distempers, he lo)d him, " That by 
cordials, and drinking milk twenty days to- 
gether, there was a probability of his restoration 
to health J " but he passionately denied to drink 
it. Nevertheless, Dr. Fox, who loved him 
most entirely, wearied him with solicitations, 
till he yielded to take it for ten days ; at the 
end of which time he told Dr. Fox, " He had 
drunk it more to satisfy him, than to recover bis 
health ; and that he would not drink it ten days 
longer, upon the best moral assurance of having 
twenty years added to his life ; for he loved it 
not ; and was so far from fearing Death, which 
to others is the King of Terrors, that he longed 
for the day of his dissolution," 

It is observed, that a desire of glory or com- 
mendation is rooted in the very nature of man ; 
and that those of the severest and most mordfied 
lives, though they may become so humble as to 
banish self- flattery, and such weeds as naturally 
grow there ; yet they have not been able to kill 
this desire of glory, but that like our radical 
heat, it will both live and die with us ; aitd 
many think it should do so ; and we want 4 
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sacred examples to justify the desire of having I 
our memory to outlive our liyeB ; which I men- " 
tioQ, because Dr. Donne, by the persu.iaion of " 
Dr. Fox, easily yielded at thia very time to 
have a monument made for him ; but Dr. Fox 
undertook not to persuade him how, or what 
monument it should be ; that was left to Dr. 
Donne himself. 

A monument being resolved upon, Dr. Donne 
sent for .1 Carver to make for him in wood the 
figure of an Urn, giving him directions for the 
compass and height of it ; and to bring with it 
a board, of the just height of his body. " These 
being got, then without delay a choice Painter 
was got to be in readiness to draw his picture, 
which was taken as folioweth. Several char- 
coal firea being first made in his large study, he 
brought with him into that place his winding- 
sheet in his hand, and having put off all his 
clothes, had this sheet put on him, and so tied 
with knots at his head and feet, and his hands 
so placed as dead bodies are usually fitted, to be 
ihrowded and put into their coHin, or grave. 
Upon this Urn he thus stood, with his eyes 
shut, and with so much of the sheet turned aside 
as might shew his lean, pale, and death-like 
face, which was purposely turned towards the 
East, from whence he es pec ted the second 
coming of his and our Saviour Jesus." In this 
posture he was drawn at his just height ; and 
when (he picture was fully finished, he caused 
it to be set by his bed-side, where it continued 
and became his hourly object till his death, and 
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a then given to his clearest friend and exe- 

fiUpta cutor Dr. Henry King, then chief Residentiary 

of St. Paul'ii, who caused him Co be thus carved 

in one entire piece of wliite marble,' as it now 

•tands in that Church ; and by Dr. 
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' In the account-book of Nicholas Stone, are con- 
tained BeTCral particulars concerning Dr, Donne'* 
monuiDeoL "In 1631," oblerves he, "1 made a 
lombe for Dr. Donne and eette it op in St. Panl'i 
London, for the which 1 wai payed by Dr. Mount- 
ford the >um uf no/. I took 6al. in plate, in part 
of payment." Another entry refere to a workman 
employed by Stone upon the lame effigy. " i6)i, 
Humphrey Mayor Rnishl the statue for Dr. Donne'i 
monument, tl." The figure was erected within the 
south aisle, against the lauth-eait pier 
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And now having brought him through the Portraits 
many labyrinths and perplexities of a various of Donne 
life, even to the gates of death and the grave ; 
my desire is, he may rest, till I have told my 
Reader that I have seen many pictures of him, 
in several habits, and at several ages, and in 
several postures: and I now mention this, be- 
cause I have seen one picture of him, drawn 
by a curious hand, at his age of eighteen, with 
his sword, and what other adornments might 
then suit with the present fashions of youth and 
the giddy gaieties of that age ; and his Motto 
then was — 

How much shall I be changed. 
Before I am changed ! ^ 



niche of black marble, which was surmounted by a 
square tablet, hung with garlands of fruit and leaves, 
having over it the arms of the Deanery, impaling 
Donne. 

This was saved from the great fire, and is now 
preserved in the crypt under the present cathedral. 

^ " Antes muerto que mudado" These words are sup- 
posed by a Spanish author to have been originally 
written on the sand by a lady promising fidelity to 
her lover. The following lines were composed by 
Mr. Izaak Walton, and inscribed under the print 
taken from this picture, and prefixed to an edition 
of Dr. Donne's Poems in 1639. 

"This was for youth, strength, mirth, and wit, 

that time 
Most count their golden age, but t'was not thine. 
Thine was thy later years, so much refin'd 
From youth's dross, mirth and wit, as thy pure 

mind 
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Mortal And if that young, and hig dow dying picture 
changta were at this time set together, every beholder 
might say. Lord ! how much is Dr. Donne 
already changed, before he is changed ! And 
the view of them might give my Reader occa- 
sion to ask himself with Gome amazement, 
" Lord ! how much may I dso, that am aow 
in health, he changed before I am changed ; 
before this vile, this changeable body shall put 
off mortality! " and therefore to prepare for it. 
— But this is not writ so much for my Reader's 
memento, as to tell him, that Dr. Dohdc 
would often in his private discourses, and often 
publicly in his Sermons, mention the many 
changes both of his body and mind ; especially 
of his mind from a vertiginous giddiness ; and 
would as often iiy, "His great and moat blessed 
change was from a temporal to a spiritual em- 
ployment ; " in which he was so happy, that be 
accounted the former jiart of his life to he lost; 
and the beginning of it to he, from his first 
entering into Sacred Orders, and serving his 
most merciful God at his altir.' 

Upon Mond.iy, nfter the drawing this picture, 

Tliought (likt iht angels) noihing but the praise 
or Ihf Creacar, in tho&e Uil, best dayi. 
Witness ttlis boak, tlij emblem, which begini 
With loie, bat ends in sighi and tears for lini." 
' The whole of the passage, (torn the wordi, ■' I 
must here look back," down to "at hii altar," were 
not insened until the second edition of Donne's 
Life, nor wa> the paragraph containing the Epll^k; 
and teveral less important variations in ih " 

between that place aod the eod. 
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he took his last leave of his beloved ttudy ; Waitiii? 
and, being sensible of his hourly liecay, retired for deatii 
himself to his bed-chamber ; and that week 
sent at several times for many of his moat 
considerable frienils, with whom he took a 
solemn and deliberate farewell, commending to 
their consideration some sentences useful for the 
regulation of their livea ; and then difimiased 
them, as good Jacob did his sons, with a 
spiritual benediction. The Sunday following, 
he appointed his servants, that if there were 
any business yet undone, that concerned him 
or themselves, it should be prepared against 
Saturday next ; for after that day he would 
not mix his thoughts with any thing that con- 
cerned this world j nor ever did ; but, as Job, 
so he " waited for the appointed day of his 

And now he was so happy as to have nothing 
to do but to die, to do which, he siood in need 
of no longer time ; for he hjd studied it long, 
and to so happy a jierfcction, that in a former 
sickness he called God to witness [in his 
Book of Devotions written then], " He was 
that minute ready to deliver his soul into his 
hands, if that minute Guii would determine his 
dissolution." In that sickness he begged of 
God the constancy to be preserved in that 
estate for ever ; and his patient expectation to 
have his immortal soul disrobed from her gar- 
ment of mortality, makes me confident, that he 
now had a modest assurance that his prayers 
I heard, and his [>etition granted. He 
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COcath lay lifteea days earnestly expecting his hourly 
^burial change ; and in the last hour of his last day, 
as his body melted away, and vapoured into 
spirit, his soul having, I verily heiieve, tome 
revelation of the beatifical vision, he aaid, " I 
were miserable if I might not die;" and after 
those words, closed many periods of his faint 
breath by saying often, " Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done." His speech, which had 
long been his ready and faithful servant, left 
him not tUl the last minute of hia life, and then 
forsook him, not to serve another master — for 
who speaks like him, — but died before him i 
for that it was then become useless to him, 
that now conversed with God on Earth, as 
Angels are said to do in Heaven, only by 
thoughts and looks. Being speechless, and 
seeing Heaven by that illumination by which 
he saw it, he did, as St. Stephen, "look sted- 
fastly into it, till he saw the Son of Man stand- 
ing at the right hand of God his Father ; " and 
being satisfied with this blessed sight, as his 
soul ascended, and his last breath departed from 
him, he closed his own eyes, and then disposed 
his hands and body i 
required not the leaet 
came to shroud him. 

Thus variable, thus virtuous was the life: thus 
excellent, thus exemplary was the death of this 
memorable man. 

He was buried in that place of St. Paul's 
Church, which he had appointed for that use 
some years before his death ; and by which k 



I such a posture, 
eration by those that 
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passed daily to pay his public devotions to Another 
Almighty God — who was then served twice a epitaph 
day by a public form of prayer and praises in 
that place: — ^but he was not buried privately, 
though he desired it ; for, beside an unnumbered 
number of others, many persons of Nobility, and 
of eminence for Learning, who did love and 
honour him in his life, did shew it at his death, 
by a voluntary and sad attendance of his body to 
the grave, where nothing was so remarkable as a 
public sorrow. 

To which place of his burial some mournful 
friends repaired, and, as Alexander the Great 
did to the grave of the famous Achilles, so they 
strewed his with an abundance of curious and 
costly flowers ; which course, they, — who were 
never yet known,— continued morning and even- 
ing for many days, not ceasing, till the stones, 
that were taken up in that Church, to give his 
body admission into the cold earth — now his 
bed of rest, — were again by the Mason's art so 
levelled and firmed as they had been formerly, 
and his place of burial undistinguishable to 
common view. 

The next day after his burial, some unknown 
friend, some one of the many lovers and admirers 
of his Virtue and Learning, writ this Epitaph 
with a coal on the wall over his grave : — 

Reader ! I am to let thee know, 
Donne's Body only lies below ; 
For, could the grave his Soul comprise, 
Earth would be richer than the Slues ! 

VOL. I. H 
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Nor wae this all the honour done to his 
f tnoipu- rcTcrend ashes ; for, as there be some persooi 
"^t that will not receive a reward for that tor which 
God accounts himaelf a debtor ; persons that 
dare trust God with their charity, and without 
a witness ; so there was by some grateful un- 
known friend, that thought Dr. Donne's memory 
ought to be perpetuated, an hundred marks sent 
to his faithful friends QDr. King and Dr. 
MoDtfordJ and Executors, towards the making 
of his Monument. It was not for many years 
known by whom ; but, after the death of Dr. 
Fox, it was known that it was he that sent it ; 
and he lived to see as lively a representation of 
his dead friend, as marble can express : a statue 
indeed so like Dr. Donne, that — as his friend 
Sir Henry Wolton hath expressed himself, — 
*' It seems to breathe faintly, and posterity shall 
look upon it as a kind of artiScial miracle." 

He was of stature moderately tall ; of a 
straight and equally-proportioned body, to which 
all his words and actions gave an unexpressible 



additi 



lofci 



iclancholy and pleasant humour were in 
him so contempered, that each gave advantage to 
the other, and made his company one of the 
delights of mankind. 

His fancy was ummltably high, equalled only 
by his great wit ; both being made useful by a 
commanding judgment. 

His aspect was cheerful, and such as gave a 
■ilent testimony of a clear knowing soul, and of 
t peace with itself. 
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His melting eye shewed that he had a soft Character 
hearty full of noble compassion ; of too brave a 
soul to offer injuries, and too much a Christian 
not to pardon them in others. 

He did much contemplate — especially after 
he entered into his sacred calling — ^the Mercies 
of Almighty God, the Immortality of the Soul, 
and the Joys of Heaven : and would often say 
in a kind of sacred ecstacy, — " Blessed be God 
that he is God, only and divinely like him- 
self." 

He was by nature highly passionate, but more 
apt to reluct at the excesses of it. A great 
lover of the offices of humanity, and of so 
merciful a spirit, that he never beheld the 
miseries of mankind without pity and relief. 

He was earnest and unwearied in the search 
of knowledge, with which his vigorous soul is 
now satisfied, and employed in a continual praise 
of that God that first breathed it into his active 
body : that body, which once was a Temple of 
the Holy Ghost, and is now become a small 
quantity of Christian dust : — 

But I shall see it re-animated. 

I. W. 
Feb. 15, 1639. 
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He that would write an Epitaph for thee, 
And write it well, must firat begin to be 
Such as thou wert ; for none can truly know 
Thy life and worth, but he that hath liv'd si 
He must have Wit lo spare, and to hurl dowi 
Enough to keep the gallants of the ti 
He must have Learning plenty ; both the Lai 
Civil and common, to judge any caus 
Divinity, great store, above the rest. 
Not of the last edition, but the best. 
He must have Language, Travel, all the Arti, 
Judgment to use, or else he wants thy parts. 
He must have friends the highest, able to do, 
Such as Mecxnas and Augusti 

' Dr. Richard Corbet, an emine 
born at Ewell in Surrey, »nd educi 
whence he removed to Christ Church College, Oxford 
'■> 1S97-9K- Up"" entering iolo Holy Orders, hi 
WD> made Chaplain in Ordinary to King Jamei I. ; 
and in July ifijo, he was consecrated Bishop ol 
Oxford. In Apnt 1631, he was translated to the Sei 
of Norwich, and he died July iSth, 1635. He was, 
according; to Aubrey, a very coaviviafman, and ir 
bis younger years, one of the 1 



the Uniii 



ind his volume 
ious production, 



DR. JOHN DONNE 105 

He must have such a sicknessy such a death, Kiti£;'s 
Or else his vain descriptions come beneath. elegy 

He that would write an Epitaph for thee. 
Should first be dead ; — let it alone for me. 



TO THE MEMORY OF 

MY EVER-DESIRED FRIEND DOCTOR 

DONNE. 

AN ELEGY 
BY H. KING9 LATE BISHOP OF CHICHESTER. 

To have liv'd eminent, in a degree 
Beyond our loftiest thoughts, that is, like Thee ; 
Or t'have had too much merit is not safe, 
For such excesses find no epitaph. 

At common graves we have poetic eyes 
Can melt themselves in easy elegies ; 
Each quill can drop his tributary verse. 
And pin it, like the hatchments, to the hearse ; 
But at thine, poem or inscription — 
Rich soul of wit and language — we have none. 
Indeed a silence does that tomb befit. 
Where is no herald left to blazon it. 
Widow'd Invention justly doth forbear 
To come abroad, knowing thou art not there : 
Late her great patron, whose prerogative 
Maintained and cloth'd her so, as none alive 
Must now presume to keep her at thy rate, 
Tho' he the Indies for her dower estate. 
Or else, that awful fire which once did burn 
In thy clear brain, now fallen into thy urn. 
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Kine"! Lives there, to fright rude empirics from thence^.B 
elegy Which might profane thee by their ignorance. * 
Whoever writes of thee, and in a style 
Unworthy such a theme, does but revile 
Thy precious dust, and wakes a learned spirit, 
Which may revenge his rapes upon thy merit: 
For, all a low-pitch'd fancy can devise 
Will prove at best but hallow'd injuries. 

Thou like the dying swan didst lately sing. 
Thy mournful dirge in audience of the King j 
When pale looks and faint accents of l" 

Presented so to life that piece of death. 
That it was fear'd and prophesy'd by all 
Thou thither cam'st to preach thy funeral. 
Oh ! had'st thou in an elegiac kneil 
Rung out unto the world thine own farewell, 
And in thy high victorious numbers beat 
The solemn measures of thy griev'd retreat, 
Thou might' St the Poet's service now have m 
As well as then thou didst prevent the Priest;^ 
And never to the world beholden be. 
So much as for an epitaph for thee, 

I do not like the office ; nor is't fit 
Thou, who didst lend our age such sums of wii, 
Should'st now re-borrow from her bankrupt 

That ore to bury thee which first was thine ; 
Rather still Icnve us in thy debt ; and know. 
Exalted soul, more glory 'tis to owe 
Thy memory what we can never pay, 
Than with cmbased coin those rites defray. 
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Commit we then Thee to Thyself, nor blame Walton's 
Our drooping loves, that thus to thine own fame elegy 
Leave Thee executor, since but thine own 
No pen could do thee justice, nor bays crown 
Thy vast deserts ; save that we nothing can 
Depute, to be thy ashes' guardian. 

So Jewellers no art or metal trust. 
To form the diamond, but the diamond's dust. 

H. K. 

AN ELEGY ON DR. DONNE, 

BY IZAAK WALTON. 

Our Donne is dead ! and we may sighing say. 
We had that man, where language choose to stay. 
And shew her utmost power. I would not praise 
That, and his great wit, which in our vain days 
Make others proud ; but as these serv'd to unlock 
That cabinet his mind, where such a stock 
Of knowledge was repos'd, that I lament 
Our just and general cause of discontent. 

And I rejoice I am not so severe. 
But as I write a line, to weep a tear 
For his decease ; such sad extremities 
Can make such men as I write elegies. 

And wonder not ; for when so great a loss 
Falls on a nation, and they slight the cross, 
God hath rais'd Prophets to awaken them 
From their dull lethargy ; witness my pen, 
Not us'd to upbraid the world, though now it must 
Freely and boldly, for the cause is just. 
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Dull age ! Oh, I would spare thee, but thou'rl 



Thou art not only dull, but hast a curae 

Of black ingratitude ; if DOt, couldst thou 

Part with this matchless man, and make do 

For thee and thine successively to pay 
Some aad remembrance lo his dying day ! 

Did his youth scatter Poetry, wherein 
Lay Love's Philosophy ! was every sin 
Pictur'd in his sharp Satires, made so foul, 
That some have fear'd sin's shapes, and kept their 

Safer by reading verse ? Did he give dayi 
Past marbie monuments, to those whose praise 
He would perpetuate ? Did he — I fear 
Envy will doubt — these at his twentieth year ? 



But, more matur'd, did his rich soul 
And in harmonious holy numbers weave 
A Crown of Sacred Sonnets,' fit t' adorn 
A dying martyr's brow, or to be worn 
On that blest hend of Mary Magdalen, 
After she wip'd Christ's feet, but not till then ; 

1 "L» Corona," a poem, written by Dr. Donne, 
»nd consioting ol' seven holy mnneu, tile first line 
of each sonnet beginning with the last line of the 
precuiing one, the poem beginning and ending with 
ibe «ame line, namely 

"Deigneatmyhanilsthisctown of praytr and praise." 
Thesubjects are— Annunciation— Nativitie—Temple- 



leifying— Resui 



— Ascenaion. 
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Did he — fit for such penitents as she 
And he to use — leave us a Litany,^ 
Which all devout men love, and doubtless shall. 
At times grow better, grow more classical ? 
Did he write Hymns, for piety and wit, 
Equal to those great grave Pnidentius writ ? 
Spake he all Languages ? Knew he all Laws ? 
The grounds and uae of Physic ; but, because 
'Twas mercenary, wav'd it ? went to see 
That happy place of Christ's nativity ? 
Did he return and preach him ? preach him so. 
As since St, Paul cone ever did '. they know — 
Those happy souls that heard him — know this 

truth. 
Did he confirm thy ag'd ! convert thy youth ? 
Did he these wonders ! and is his dear loss 
Mourn'd by so few ! few for so great a cross. 



To be close 



e the. 



of his funeral, 
pity they forbear 



By repetitions to n 

' A poem so callec 
in a letwr lo his frie 
this account of it. "Since my it 
bed I hare Riitde a meditation in versr, which 
a Litany. The ward, you know, imports no 
thaD Bupplication ; but all churches have one fi 
BuppUcatioD by thai name. Amongst ancient a 
I mean tome 800 years, I have met two Litar 
Latin verse, which gave mc not tlie reason 1 
meditations ; for in ((Ood faitii I thought noi 
them, but they give roe a defence, if any rati 
Layman and a Private impute it as a fault t< 

Jhoughts. (id(,», &c., p. 31.) 
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V. " POEMS by J. D. with ELEGIES on the 
AITTHOR'S DEATH."— 1633, 410. The ume in 
1635, Eto nr i6mo; and again In 1639, 1^491 iSjOi 
and 1654. The last edition containB a dedication 
to Lord Craven, b; Dr. John Donne, the son, and a 
copy of -remes to Dr. Donne, by B. JoM, i.e. Ben 
Jonson. Prefixed to the volume is a print of the 
Author with eight verses under it, by Uaak Walton. 
There is another tdiiion of the poems in 1669, ivo. 

VI. "LXXX SERMONS," 1640, fol. with aprlnl 
of the Author, xt. 4*, M. Metian, jun. 8C. With a 
Dedication 10 King Charles, and Izaak Walton's Life 
of Dr. Donne. 

VII. "L SERMONS; the Second Volume," 1649, 
[ol.^Thii volume contains two dedications ; the 6nt 
"To Basil, Earl of Denby ; " and the second "To 
Bolstred Whitlock, Richard Keeble, and John Leile, 
Lords Commissioners of the Great Scale." 

VIII. "XXVI SERMONS; the Third Volume," 
1661.— With a dedication "To King Charles II," 

Many of the sermons in (he preceding yolumei 
were printed separately at different times. 

IX. "LETrERS 10 several Persons of Honour. 
Published hy John Donne, Doctor of the CivillLaw." 
Lmhn, 1654, 4tui and dedicated by him "To the 
most virtuous and excellent Lady M'^ Bridget 

X. "ESSAYS in DIVINITY, &c. being several 
Prayers." 1651, iimo. Written by him before he 
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of Epigrams, written in Latin by the same Author, Donne's 
translated into English by J. Mayne, D.D. As also works 
Ignatius his Conclave, a Satyr, translated out of the 
original Copy written in Latin by the same Author ; 
found lately amongst his own Papers/' London^ 1652, 
i2mo. 

Several parts of this volume were printed before 
under different titles. The Epigrams are said to be 
almost wholly spurious. 

Of the tract " Ignatius his Conclave," it must be 
observed, that it was originally written in Latin with 
this title: ** Conclave Ignatii, sive ejus in nuperis 
inferni comitiis Inthronisatio : ubi varia de Jesuit- 
arum indole, de novo inferno creando, de ecclesia 
lunatica instituendi per Satyram congesta sunt. 
Accessit et Apologia pro Jesuitis.'' 

This little volume is printed without the name of 
the author or printer, and without any intimation of 
time or place. It contains many severe and ironical 
invectives against Ignatius Loyola, who founded the 
order of the Jesuits in 1540. 

XII. "BIAeANATOS. A Declaration of that 
Paradoxe or Thesis, that Self-homicide is not so 
naturally Sin, that it may never be otherwise. 
Wherein the Nature and Extent of all those Lawes, 
which seem to be violated by this Act, are diligently 
surveyed." London^ printed by John Dawson. 4to. 

This work was published by the author's son, with 
a dedication to the Lord Philip Herbert, dated from 
his House in Co vent-Garden, z8 ; no mention is 
made of month or year here or in the title-page. At 
the end of the book we find '< 20 Sept. 1644, im- 
primatur Jo. Rushworth." 

Another edition of the Biathanotos appeared in 
164S. 

A Satirical Poem, called "A Scourge for Paper 
Persecutors, by I.D. 1625," has been attributed to Dr. 
Donne. It was written by John Davies of Hereford, 
and is printed in his *< Scourge of Folly," 8vo, which 
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■ fi not inserted by Wood among the works of Daviel. 
B See" Wood's Ath. Ox." Vol. I, col. 444. 

Dr. Doane is esteemed the author of a Latin 

church of Hausted in SufTolk, to the memory of Mr.. 
Elizabeth Drury, eldest daughter of Sir Robert 
Drury, Knight, who died in tfio, in the 15th year 
of her age. She was the heiress of an inimenH! 
fortune, and is said Co h«ve been destined for the 
I nf Henry Prince of Wales. The Lines by 



Dr. Don 

and affirmed t 



allud 
this lady. 



"the 



Trad 



' No. 4 



9 that she 



', which her father gtje 
ner. uiis conceit rose probably from her being 

on. one hand; just as the itory of Lord Russell'a 
daughter dying of a pricK" of het finger, took its 
oHgin from her statue in Weiitminster Abbey, which 

pointing to a Death's head at her feet. 

In the same church of Hausted, U another monu- 
ment, with an inscription, supposed to be written 
by Dr. Donne, commemorating both Sir William 
Dm ry, (who, in 1589, was killed in aduel, in Prance, 
by Sir John Borough, Knight, )and Sir Robert Drury, 
Knight, his son, who died in 1615. See "Hist, and 
Antiq. of Hausted," p. 143. 
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SIR HENRY WOTTON, 

KNIGHT, 
LATE PROVOST OF ETON COLLEGE. 



<* He did the utmost bounds of knotoUdge Jind^ 
And found them not so large as 'was his mind, ** 

— Cowley. 



THE LIFE 

OF 

SIR HENRY WOTTON 



CIR HENRY WOTTON— whose life I Birth- 
now intend to write — was born in the year P**^ 
of our Redemption 1568, in Boc ton-Hall, — 
commonly called Bocton, or Boughton-Place, 
or Palace, — ^in the Parish of Bocton Malherbe,^ 
in the fruitful country of Kent. Bocton- Hall 
being an ancient and goodly structure, beauti- 
fying and being beautified by the Parish Church 
of Bocton Malherbe adjoining unto it, and both 
seated within a fair Park of the Wottons, on 

^ A parish situate five miles westward from Charing, 
and about a mile and a half south of Lenham, almost 
in the rery centre of the county. The present state 
of this once princely mansion is extremely ruinous, 
but some fragments of its former splendour are yet 
remaining in the fine oaken staircase, and in the first 
story of the house, where there is an immense apart- 
ment with carved wainscot walls coloured in parti- 
tions, having a ceiling also divided into panels, and 
painted in water-colours. This part of the building 
is now [1825] inhabited by a farmer, but much of its 
ancient character is lost by the principal front being 
Modernised, the large apartments divided, aiid the 
VOL. I. "7 I 
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PDgh' the brow of such a hiH, ai givM the advantage 
'"T of a large prospect, and of equal pleasure to all 
' beholders. 

But this House and Church are not remark- 
ahle for any thing so much, as for that the 
memorable Family of the Wottona have so long 
inhabited the one, and now lie buried in the 
other, as appears by their many monuments in 
that Church : the Wottons being a family that 
hath brought forth divers persona eminent for 
wisdom and valour ; whose heroic acts, and 
noble employments, both in England and in 
foreign pa.rts, have adorned themselves and thia 
nation ; which they have served abroad taith- 
fiilly, in the discharge of their great trust, and 

frudentJy in their negociations wiih several 
'rinces; and also served at home with much 
honour and justice, in their wise managing a 
great part of the public affaire thereof, in the 
various times both of war and peace. 

But lest I should be thought by any, that 
may incline either to deny or doubt this truth, 
not to have observed moderation in the com- 
mendation of this Family ; and also for that I 

arched doorwajs, bay-windowB, &c., being blocked 
up ; though a lery line specimen of the latter, formed 
of octangular panvs, h yet perfect. Seieral dates cue 
in stone, principallj of the iilxteeDth century, are still 
remaiDing on the ruins, The Church of BocCod 
Malherbe, dedicated to St. Nicbolas, standi nesTljr 
in the centre of the Parish; nn the eastern side of (he 
Hall; and within the rude dwarf wall of flinli which 
surrounds the buitdine of Bocton Place. [BoctOD 
Malherbe !s now called Boughton Malherbe.] 
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believe the merits and memory of such persons The 
ought to be thankfully recorded, I shall offer to Wottoii 
the consideration of every Reader, out of the 
testimony of their Pedigree and our Chronicles, 
a part — and but a part — of that just commenda- 
tion which might be from thence enlarged, and 
shall thenf leave the indifferent Reader to judge 
whether my error be an excess or defect of 
d6nnnenda tions. ^ 

•Sir Robert Wotton, of Bocton Malherbe, 
Knight, was bom about the year of Christ 1 460 : 
he, living in the reign of King Edward the 
Fourth, was by him trusted to be Lieutenant of 
Guisnes, to be Knight Porter, and Comptroller 
of Calais, where he died, and lies honourably 
buried. 

Sir Edward Wotton, of Bocton Malherbe, 
Knight, — son and heir of the said Sir Robert-— 
was born in the year of Christ 14B9, in the 
reign of King Henry the Seventh ; he was made 
Treasurer of Calais, and of the Privy Council 
to King Henry the Eighth, who onered him 
to be Lord Chancellor of England : but, saith 
Holinshed [in his Chronicle], out of a virtuous 
modesty, he refused it. 

Thomas Wotton, of Bocton Malherbe, 
Esquire, son and heir of the said Sir Edward, 

^ Holinshed informs us that the family of the 
Wottons was very ancient, and that " Some persons 
of that surname for their singularities of wit and 
learning, for their honour and government in and of 
the realm, about the prince and ebewhere, at home 
and abroad, deserve such commendation, that they 
merit nweo iignari lapillo. " 
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Thomas and the father of our Sir Henry, that o 
Wotton this relation, was born in the year of Christ 
1521, He was a gentleman excellently edu- 
cated, and studious in all the Liberal Arts; ia 
the knowledge whereof he atuined unto a great 
perfection ; who, though he had — besides thoie 
abilities, a very noble and plendful estate, and 
the ancient interest of hia predeceasora — maay 
invitations from Queen Elizabeth to change hia 
country recreationa and retirement for a Court, 
ofFering him 3 Knighthood, — she was then with 
him at his Bocton Hall — and that to be but as 
an earnest of some more honourable and more 
profitable employment under her; yet he humbly 
refused both, being "a man of great modegty, 
of a most plain and single heart, of an ancient 
freedom, and integrity of mind." 
dation which Sir Henry Wotton took o 
often to remember with great gladness, and 
thankfijlly to boast himself the son of such a 
father } from whom indeed lie derived thai 
noble ingenuity that was always practised by 
himself, and which he ever both commended 
and cherished in others. This Thomas was also 
remarkable for hoapiialily, a great lover and 
much beloved of his country ; to which may 
justly be added, that he was a chcrisher of 
learning, as appears by that excellent Antitjuary 
Mr. William Lambarde,' in his Perambulation 
of KenL 



' Willian 



Lanibi 



Lawyer and 



nOcl. iSlli, i5]S. In 1556, he ei 
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Thia Thomas had four sons, Sir lidward. Sir I 
EjameB, Sir John, and Sir Henry. 

Ir Edward was knighted by Queen Cliiabcth, 
and made Comptroller of Her Majesty's House- 
hold. "He was," aaith Camden, "a man re- 
markable for many and great employments in 
the State, during her reign, and sent several 
times Ambassador into foreign nations. After 
her death, he was by King James made Comp- 
troller of his Household, and called to be of his 
Privy Council, and by him advanced to be Lord 
Wotlon, Baron of Merley in Kent, and made 
Lord Lieutenant of that County." 

Sir James, the second son, may be numbered 
among the martial men of his age, who was, in 
the thirty-eighth of Queen Flizabeth's reign — 
with Robert, Earl of Sussex, Count Lodowick 
of Nassau, Don Christophoro, son of Antonio, 
King of Portugal, and divers other gentlemen 
of nobleness and valour— knighted in the field 
near Cadiz in Spain, after they had gotten great 

UDCotn's Inn, ant! sCudleJ the law uoder Lawrence 
Nonell, brother to the Dean of St. Paul's, la 1597, 
he was maJe Keeper of fliu Rolls by Chancellor 
Egerton; and in 1600, Qui^n Elliabelh uppolnled 
hitn to he Keeper of the Record) in the Tower. He 
died Aug. 191]), 1601, and his principal worki arc a 
collection and Latin Translation of the Saxon Laws, 
a Discourse of the English Courts of Justice, another 
on the Office of Jnatices, and the PeramhuiaCon of 
Kent. From a letter to hia friend Thomas Wotton 
it appears that he had intended 10 publish a general 
account of Great Britain in the plan of the Perambu- 
lation of Kent, and that he abandoned the project on 
It Camden wat similarly employed. 
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Sir honour and riches, besides a notable retaliad 
Nicholas of injuries, by taking that cow 
Wotton si^ j^i,^^ ^^j^g 3 gentleman excellently ac 

plished, both by learning and travel, was knighted 
by Queen Elizabeth, and by her looked upon 
with more than ordinary FaTour, and with inten- 
tions of preferment ; but death in his younger 
years put a period to his growing hopes. 

Of Sir Henry my following discourse shall 
give an account. 

The descent of tliese fore-named Wottons 
was all in a direct line, and most of them and 
their actions in the memory of those with whom 
we have convened ; but if I had looked so far 
back as to Sir Nicholas Wotton, who lived in 
the reign of King Richard the Second, or before 
him upon divers others of great note in their 
several ages, I might by some be thought tedious ; 
and yet others may more justly think me negli- 
gent, if 1 omit to mention Nicholas Wotton, the 
fourth son of Sii' Robert, whom I first named. 

This Nicholas Wotton was Doctor of Law, 
and aomelime Dean both of York and Canter- 
bury ; 3. man whom God did not only bless 
with a long life, but with great abilities of mind, 
and an inclination to employ them in the service 
of his country, as is testified by hia several em- 
ployments I^Camden in his BritanciaJ, having 
been sent nines times Ambassador unto foreign 
Princes; and by his being a Privy Councellor 
to King Henry the Eighth, to Edward the 
Sixth, to Queen Mary, and Queen Elizabeth, 
who also, after he had been, during the wars 
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between England, Scotland, and France, three Sir 
several times — and not unsuccessfully — employed H enyy 
in Committees for settling of Peace betwixt ^^^^^^^^ 
this and those Kingdoms, ** died," saith learned 
Camden, *^full of commendations for wisdom 
and piety.** He was also, by the Will of King 
Henry the Eighth, made one of his Executors, 
and Chief Secretary of State to his son, that 
pious Prince, Edward the Sixth. Concerning 
which Nicholas Wotton I shall say but this 
little more; that he refiised — being offered it 
by Queen Elizabeth — to be Archbishop of 
Canterbury [Holinshed]], — and that he died 
not rich, though he lived in that time of the 
dissolution of Abbeys. 

More might be added; but by this it may 
appear, that Sir Henry Wotton was a branch of 
such a kindred, as left a stock of reputation 
to their posterity: such reputation as might 
kindle a generous emulation in strangers, and 
preserve a noble ambition in those of his name 
and family, to perform actions worthy of their 
ancestors. 

And that Sir Henry Wotton did so, might 
appear more perfectly than my pen can express 
it, if of his many surviving friends, some one of 
higher parts and employments had been pleased 
to have commended his to posterity ; but since 
some years are now past, and they have all — I 
know not why — ^forborne to do it, my gratitude 
to the memory of my dead friend, and the re- 
newed request of some [Sir Edward Bysshe, 
Clarencieux King of Arms, Mr. Charles Cotton, 




^ 
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IiB and Mr. Nic. Oudert, 

Wottoo's servant] tliat still live eolicicou 
this duty performed ; these have had a 
10 persuade me to undertake it ; whicii iruljfl 
have not done but with distrust of mine 
abiliticE ; and yet so hr from despair, 
I am modestly conlident my humble langua, 
shall be accepted, because I shall present i 
readers with a commixture of truth, and f 
Henry Wotton's merits. 

This being premised, 1 proceed to tell t 
reader, that the Father of Sir Henry Wottt 
was twice married ; first to Elizabeth, 
daughter of Sir John Rudstone, Knight ; 
whose death, though his inclination was i 
to all contentions, yet necessitated he u 
several suits in Law ; in the prosecution * 
of, — which look up much of his lime, and 
the occasion of many discontents, — he w 
dirers of his friends earnestly persuaded to 1 
re-marriage ; to whom he as often s 
" That if ever he did put on a resolution { 
marry, he was seriously resolved to avoid t 
sorts of persons ; namely. 



And those that w 



f^: 



following his c 



Morton, Widow to Robert Morton, of KeB 
Esquire, who was also engaged in several m 
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ID Law : and he observing her comportment at I 
the time of hearing one of her causes before the n 
Judges, could not but at the same time both com- 
paaiiooate her coodilion, and aiTect her person ; 
for the tears of lovers, or beauty dressed in sa.d- 
e observed to have in them a cliarming 
;, and to become very often too strong 
sisted ; which I mEntloa, because it 
with this Thomas Wotton ; 



to be rt 

although ther 



; of all 
, against which he had so seriously 
resolved, yet his affection to her grew then so 
strong, that he resolved to solicit her for a wife, 
and did, and obtained her. 

By her—who was the daughter of Sir William 
Finch, of Eastwell, in Kent, — he had only 
Henry his youngest son. Hia Mother under- 
took to be tutoress unto him during much of his 
childhood ; for whose care and pains he paid 
her each day with such visible signs of future 
perfection in Learning, as turned her employ- 
ment into 3 pleasing trouble; which she was 
content to continue, till his Father took, him into 
his own particular care, and disposed of him to 
a Tutor in his own house at fiocton. 

And when time and diligent instruction had 
made him fit for a removal to an higher form, — 
which was very early, — he was sent to Win- 
chester-school ; a place of strict discipline and 
order, that so he might in his youth be moulded 
into a method of living by rule, which his wise 
father knew to be the most necessary way to 
make the future part of his life both happy 
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At to himseJf, .ind ueerul for the discharge of i 
Oxford business, wheiher public or private. 

And that he might be confirmed ii 
larity, he was, at a lit age, removed from t 
School, to be a Commoner of New-CoUa 
in Oxford ; both being founded by WilliS 
Wiekham, Bishop of Winchcatcr. 

There he continued till about the eighte 
year of his age, and was then transplanted in 
Queen's College; where, within that year,,, 
wns by the chief of that College, persuarir^ 
enjoined to write a play for their private ui 
it was the Tragedy of Tancrcdo — which n 
interwoven with sentences, and for the metl) 
and exact personating those humours, f 
and digpoaitioDs, which he proposed to re] 
so performed, that the gravest of that 90cra| 
declared, he had, in a alight employm 
an early :ind a solid testimony of his fiitig 
abilitiet. And though there may be i ' 
sour diapoaitions, which may think this 
worth a memorial, yet that wise Knight, Baptil 
Guarini,' — whom learned Italy a 
her ornamenta, — thought it neithe 
nor an unprofitable employment for hia age. 

But I pas; to what will be thought r 

About the twentieth year of his age he p 

' Au eminenr Italian Poet, born at Fetrara, J 
ISJ7, made Proftssor of Bellei Lt ■ " 

and sufaicquently ciiiertained by thi 
Alphonsoll., whoemployeJ him on teveralembni 
In ij8j, he published hit famous 
Fido:"nnd he died at Venice, Oct.' 7th,'iGis. 
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ceeded Master of Arts ; and at that time read L 
in Latin three Lectures ile Ocnlo ; wherein lie " 
having described the form, the motion, the *■ 
curious composure of the Eye, and demonstrated 
how of those very many, every humour and 
nerve performs its distinct office, so as the 
God of Order hath appointed, witlioitt mixture 
or confusion; and all this to the advantage of 
man, to w!iom the Eye is given, not only as the 
body's guide, but whereas all other of his senses 
require time to inform the soul, this iu an instant 
apprehends and warns him of danger ; teaching 
him in the very eyes of others to discover Wit, 
Folly, Love, and Hatred. After he had made 
these observations, he fell to dispute this Optic 
ijueBtion, " Whether we see by the emission 
of the beams from within, or reception of the 
species from without f" And after that, and 
many other like learned- disquisitions, he, in the 
conclusion of his Lectures, took a fair occasion 
to beautify his discourse with a commendation of 
the blessing and benefit of " Seeing ; — by which 
we do not only discover Nature's secrets, but, 
with a continued content — for the eye is never 
weary of seeing — behold the gieat Light of the 
World, and by it discover the fabric of the 
Heavens, and both the order and motion of tile 
Celestial Orbs \ nay, that if the Eye looked but 
downward, it may rejoice to behold the bosom 
of the Earth, our common mother, embroidered 
and adorned with pumberless and various flowers, 
which man sees daily grow up to perfection, and 
tly moralise his own condition, who, in 



4 
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Alberitms a aUori time, — like tliose very flowers — decafl 
Gentilis withers, and quickly returns again to that Eai^ 
from which both had their first being, " 

These were so exactly debated, and so rhe- 
torically heightened, as, among other admirers, 
caused thnt learned Italian, Albericus Gentilis,' 
then Profcaaor of the Civil Law in Oxford, to 
call him "Henrice mi Ocellej" which dear 
expression of his waa also used by divers of Sir 
Henry's dearest friends, and by many other per- 
sons of note during his stay in the University. 

But hia stay there was not long, at leaat not 
BO long as his friends once intended ; for the 
year after Sir Henry proceeded Master of Arts, 
his Father — whom Sir Henry did ncTer mention 
without this, or some like reverential expression, 
as "That good man my Father," or, "My 
Father, the best of men j " — about that time, 
this good man changed this for a better life i 
leaying to Sir Henry, as to his other younger 
sans, a rent-charge of an hundred marks a year, 
to be paid for ever out of some one of hig 
Manors, of a much greater value. 

And h«re, though this good man be dead, yei I 



' A very celebrated Italian Lawyer, born at 
in IJ50, and educate at Perugia. Abuut i 
left hii country with hi> father and brorhi 
being of the reformed relieion, and whilst i 
former settled in Germany, he came into Eng1and,a 
waa admitted of New Inn Hall, Oxford, in i(l 
thrangh [he patronage of Robert Dudley, Earl 
Leicester, then Chancellor of that University. Ii 
i;37, Queen Elizabeth made him ProFessor of Civ] 
Law, and it iiiuppauxl that he died at Oxford, abwl 
April. i«ij. 



1, he 



In 
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withaaf yiwwranrr ortwotliatcoiicciTithim,may Nicholas 
DOC be buried witboot a relation ; which I shall Wottmf tf 
imdeitake to do, for that I suppose they may so ^"^^^'"^ 
much coQcerD the Reader to know, that I may 
promise myself a pardoo for a short digression. 

In the year of oar Redemption 1 5539 Nicholas 
Wotton, Dean of Canterbury, — ^whom I formerly 
mentioned, — being then Ambassador in France, 
dreamed that his Nephew, this Thomas Wotton, 
was inclined to be a party in such a project, as, if 
he were not suddenly prevented, would turn both 
to the loss of his life, and ruin of his Family. 

Doubtless the good Dean did well know that 
common Dreams are but a senseless paraphrase 
on our waking thoughts, or of the business of 
the day past, or are the result of our over- 
engaged afiections, when we betake ourselves to 
rest ; and knew that the observation of them may 
turn to silly superstitions, as they too often do. 
But, though he might know all this, and might 
also believe that prophecies are ceased; yet 
doubtless he could not but consider, that all 
dreams are not to be neglected or cast away 
without all consideration; and did therefore 
rather lay this Dream aside, than intend totally 
to lose it; and dreaming the same again the 
night following, when it became a double Dream, 
like that of Pharaoh, — of which double Dreams 
the learned have made many observations, — and 
considering that it had no dependence on his 
waking thoughts, much less on the desires of his 
heart, then he did more seriously consider it ; 
and remembered that Almighty God was pleased 
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bod 'Q 3 Dream to rcTeal and to assure Maoica \l 
Austin's ConfessioTi], the Mother of St. AuBfl 
" That he, her son, for whom she wept 1 
bitterly and prayed so much, should at lasi 
become a Christian:" This, I belicTe, the 
good Dean considered ; and considering also 
that Almighty God, — though the causes of 
Dreams be often unknown — hath even in these 
latter times also by a certain illumination of the 
Soul in sleep, discovered many things that 
human wisdom could not foresee ; upon these 
considerations he resolved to use so prudent a 
remedy by way of prevention, as might introduce 
no great inconvenience either to himself or to his 
Nephew. And to that end he wrote to the 
Qoeen, — 'twas Queen Mary, — and besought 
her, "That she would cause his Nephew, 
Thomas Wotion, to be sent for out of Kent ; 
and that the Lords of her Council might 
interrogate him in some such feigned questions, 
as might give a colour for his commitment into 
a favourable prison ; declaring that he would 
acquaint her Majesty with the true reason of his 
request, when he should next become so happy 
as to see and speak to her Majesty," 

It was done as the Dean desired : and in 
prison 1 must leave Mr. Wotton, till I have told 
the Reader what followed.' 

> This imprieonmenl of Mr. Wotton, at (he mere 
rtqueBt of hit relation, Is a forcible illusintion of the 
oDDreaiive nower then poBBeaied by tli« government^ 
1 the I,ettreB de Cachet under 



Louis X^ 
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At this time a marriage was concluded betwixt Wyatf s 
our Queen Mary^ and Philip, King of Spain ; plot 
and though this was concluded with the advice, 
if not by the persuasion, of her Privy Council, 
as having many probabilities of advantage to this 
nation; yet divers persons of a contrary per- 
suasion did not only declare against it, but also 
raised forces to oppose it; believing — as they 
said — it would be a means to bring England to 
be under a subjection to Spain, and make those 
of this nation slaves to strangers. 

And of this number, Sir Thomas Wyat, of 
Boxley- Abbey in Kent, — betwixt whose family 
and the family of the Wottons there had been an 
ancient and entire friendship, — was the principal 
actor ; who having persuaded many of the 
Nobility and Gentry — especially of Kent — to 
side with him, and he being defeated, and taken 
prisoner, was legally arraigned and condemned, 
and lost his life : so did the Duke of Suffolk 
and divers others, especially many of the Gentry 
of Kent, who were there in several places 
executed as Wyat's assistants. 

And of this number, in all probability, had 
Mr. Wotton been, if he had not been confined ; 
for though he could not be ignorant that 
** another man's Treason makes it mine by con- 
cealing it,'* yet he durst confess to his Uncle, 
when he returned into England, and then came 
to visit him in prison, ** That he had more than 
an intimation of Wyat's intentions;" and thought 
he had not continued actually innocent, if his 
Uncle had not so happily dreamed him into a 
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Uier pnion ; out of which place when lie \ 
' livered by the same hand that caused his i 
mitmcnt, they both considered the Dream 
lerioualy, and then both joined in praising God 
for it; "That God who ties hiinEelf to no rules, 
either in preventing of evil, or in showing of 
mercy to those, whom of good pleasure he hath 
chosen to love." 

And this Dream was the more coosiderable, 
because that God, who in the days of old did 
use to speak to his people in Visions, did seem 
to speak to many of this Family in Dreams ; 
of which I will also give the reader one ahort 
particular of this Thomas Wotton, whose 
Dreams did usually prove true, both in fore- 
telling things to come, and discovering things 
past ; and the particular is this. — This Thomas, 
3 little before his death, dreamed that the 
University Treasury was robbed by Townsmen 
and poor Scholars, and that the number was 
live ; and being that day to write to his son 
Henry at Oxford, he thought it worth so much 
pains, as by a postscript in his letter to make a 
slight enquiry of it. The letter — which was 
writ out of Kent, and dated three days before 
— came to his son's hands the very morning 
after the night in which the robbery was com- 
mitted ; and when the City and University were 
both in a perplexed inquest of the thieves, then 
did Sir Henry Wotton show his Father's letter, 
and by it such light was given of this work 
of darkness, that the five guilty persons werf 
presently discovered and apprehended, wilJi 
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pulling the University to 
casting of a figure.' 
And it may yei be r 



much trouble ds the Prophe- 
cies of the 
e considerable, that Wottooa 
this Nicholas and Thomas Wottoo should both 
— being men of holy lives, of eycn tempers, and 
much given to fasting and prayer — foresee and 
foretel tlie very days of their own death. 
Nicholas did so, being ilien seventy yearo of 
age, and in perfect health. Thoni.is did the 
like in ihe aixty-fifth year of his age : who 
being then in London, where he died, — and 
foreseeing his death there, gare direction in 
what manner his body should be carried to 
BocCon ; and though he thought his Uncle 
Nicholas worthy of that noble monument which 
he built for him in the Cathedral Church of 
Canterbury ; yet this humble man gave direc- 
tions concerning himself, to be buried privately, 
and especially without any pomp at his funeral. 
This is some account of this family, which 
seemed to be beloved of God. 

But it may now aeem more than ume, that 
I return to Sir Henry Wotton at Oxford; 
where, after his Optic Lecture, he was taken 
into such a boaom friendship with the learned 
Albericus Gentilis, — whom I formerly named, 

' Of the robbery litre mentioned, no account what- 
ever is riTorJed in the innils of the Univenily. 

Judicial Astrology wai much in use long ifter thii 
Clnu:. It! predictions were received with reverential 
awe ; and men, even of the most culighleneit under- 
■tiDdinga, were inclined to believe that the conjunc- 
of the plan 



n the affairs 



if the ■ 



.rid. 
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', — that, if it had been posBiblc, Geutilia w<H| 
C have breathed all his excellent knowledge, b( 
of the Mathematics and Law, into the bre 
of his dear Harry, for so Gentilis used t 
him : and though he was not able to do that, 
yet there was in Sir Henry such a propensity 
and conoatujalness to the Italian language, and 
those studies whereof Gentilis was a great 
master, ihat the friendship between them did 
daily increase, and proved daily advantageous 
to Sir Henry, for the improvement of him in 
several sciences during his stay in the Uni- 
versity. 

From which place, before I shall iovite the 
Reader to follow him into a foreign nation, 
though I must omit to mention divers person* 
that were then in Oxford, of memorable note 
for learning, and friends to Sir Henry Wotton ; 
yet I must not omit the mention of a love that 
wag there begun betwixt him and Dr. Donne, 
sometime Dean of St. Paul's i a man of whose 
abilities I shall forbear to say any thing, be- 
cause he who is of this nation, and pretends 
to learning or ingenuity, and is ignorant of 
Dr. Donne, deserves not to know him. The 
friendship of these two I must not omit to 
mention, being such a friendship as was gene- 
rously elemented ; and as it was begun in their 
youth, and in an University, and there main- 
tained by correspondent inclinations and studies, 
so it lasted till age and death forced a separa- 

In Onford he stayed till about two ya 
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after his Father's death ; at which time he Travels 
was about the twenty-second year of his age; 
and having to his great wit added the ballast 
of learning, and knowledge of the Arts, he 
then laid aside his books, and betook himself 
to the useful library of travel, and a more 
general conversation with mankind ; employing 
the remaining part of his youth, his industry, 
and fortune, to adorn his mind, and to purchase 
the rich treasure of foreign knowledge : of which 
both for the secrets of Nature, the dispositions 
of many nations, their several laws and lan- 
guages, he was the possessor in a very large 
measure; as I shall faithfully make to appear, 
before I take my pen from the following 
narration of his life. 

In his travels, which was almost nine years ^ 
before his return into England, he stayed but 
one year in France, and most of that in Geneva, 
where he became acquainted with Theodore 
Beza, 2 — ^then very aged ; — and with Isaac 

^ Or rather, six years. The writers of the Bio- 
graphia Britannica explain the mistake by supposing 
that the tail of the 9 should be turned upwards to 
make it 6. It appears from a letter to Lord Zouch, 
dated July ip, 1592, that he had been abroad three 
years. He probably returned in 1595, as he was 
appointed Secretary to the Earl of Essex, after his 
return, in 1596, when he was in the zyth or 28th 
year of his age. 

^ One of the most celebrated promoters of the 
Reformation, born at Vezelai, a small town of Niver- 
nais, in France, June 24th, 15 19. He was educated 
under the famous Reformer Melchior Wolmar, from 
whom he derived his Protestant principles. He was 



THE LIFE OF 

s Casaubon,^ in whose house, if I be rightly S 
formed, Sir Henry Wotton wae lodged, 
there contracted a most worthy Triendship n 
that man of rare learning and ingenuity. 

Three of the remaining eight years wer 
in Germany, the other five in Italy, — thi 
on which God appointed he should act : 
part of his life ; — where, both in Rome, 1 
and Florence, he became acquainted with t 
most eminent men for learning and all r 
of Arts ; as Picture, Sculpture, Chemiit!| 

not in orderG, though he held some church p 
mems, hut in 154.8 he resigned them, retir 
Geneva, mariied, and alijurt-d Paper;'. In i 
wai made Greek Profesiar al Lausanne, and i 
published hii Translation of the New Tea 
and hii Defenee of the burning of Serveti 
wna a powerful assiatant to Calvin, and after 1) 
death became head of the relormed party. " " 
Oct. ijth, 160J, having given great eneonragea 
to the Puritans, though his letters to Whitgiflet' 
a. high regard for the Church of England. 

1 Isaac Casaubon, the best tJrecian of liis I , 
born at Geneva, Feb. igth, ij!9, and at the agtm 
twenly-three, became Greek Professor there. Abf 
i;q7, he read Lectum on the Belles Letlreajlk 
Geneva, and in 1600, at Paris; when Henry P/T 
France made him hi> Librarian, though be vainT 
endeavoured to draw him from the Protestant faith'. 
In Oelober, ifiio, he came to England with Sir 
Henry Wotton, and was received with great diitlnc- 
tion bjr fCing James I., who preferred him In the 
Church, and gave him a pension. He died July 
nth. 1614, and was buried >n Westminster Abbey, 
where Bishop Morton erected a monumenl to him. 
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n Arts Retum to 
a most Hngland 
dear lover, and a most excellent judge. 

He returned out of Italy iota England about 
tKc thirtieth year of his age, being then noted 
by many both for his person and comportment : 
for indeed he was of a choice shape, tall of 
suture, and of a most persuasive behaviour ; 
which was so mixed with sweet diacourse 
and civilities, aa gained him much love from 
all persons with whom he entered into an 
acquaintance. 



n his youth to 
; that, by time, 
I polished, and 
mpany seemed to be 



And whereas he was n( 
have a sharp wit, and apt u 
travel, and conversation, v 
niade so useful, that his c 
one of the delights of mankind ; insomuch as 
Robert Earl of Essex — then one of the darlinga 
of Fortune, and in greatest favour with Queen 
Elizabethan vited him first into a friendship, 
and, after a knowledge of his great abilities, to 
be one of his Secretaries ; the other being Mr. 
Henry Cuffe,' sometime of Merton College in 
Oxford, — and there aJao the acquaintance of 

' This unfbrtuoate wit and leholir was bom at 
Hinton St. George, in Somersetshire, in 1563, and 
entered of Trinity College, Oxford, in 1576, from 
which he was expelled for lome aarcaimi on the 
Founder. His learning and abilities being very con' 
■iderable, he was leceiied into Merton College, and 
he was made Greek Professor ; but, being convicted 
of conspiring with the Earl of Eisex agiinx Queen 
EUiabeih, he was hanged at Tyburn on March 30, 

teot. 
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The Earl Sir Henry Wotton in his youth, — Mr. Coffe 
of Essex being then a man of no common note in the 
University for his learning ( nor, after his re- 
moval from that place, for the great abilities 
of his mind, nor indeed for the fntalnecB of 

Sir Henry Wotton, being now taken into a 
serviceable friendship with the Earl of Essex, 
did personally attend his counsels and employ- 
ments in two voyages at sea against the Spaniards, 
and also in that — which was the Carl's last — 
into Ireland ; that voyage, wherein he then did 
so much provoke the Queen to anger, and worse 
at his return into England ; upon whose im- 
moveable favour the £arl had built such sandy 
hopes, as encouraged him to those undertakings, 
which, with the help of a contrary faction, sud- 
denly caused his commitment to the Tower. 

Sir Henry Wotton observing this, though he 
was not of that faction — for the Earl's followers 
were also divided into their several interests — 
which encouraged the Earl to those undertakings 
which proved so fatal to him and divers of his 
confederation, yet, knowing Treason to be so 
comprehensive, as to take in even circumstances, 
and out of them to make such positive con- 
clusions, as subtle Statesmen shall project, mhcr 
for thar revenge or safety ; considering this, be 
thought prevention, by absence out of England, 
a better security, than to stay in it, and there 
plead his innocency in a prison. Therefore did 
he, BO soon as the Eati was apprehended, very 
(juickty, and as privately, glide through Kent to 
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Dover, without so much as looking toward hii In B 
native and beloved Boctoti ; and wae, by the 
help of favourable winds, and liberal payment 
of the mariners, within sixteen hours after hil 
departure from London, set upon the French 
ihore ! where he heard shortly after, that the 
Earl was arraigned, condemned, and beheaded ; 
and that his friend Mr. CuiFe was hanged, and 
diTcri other persons of eminent quality executed. 

The times did not look, so iavourably upon 
Sir Henry Wotton, aa to invite his return into 
England : having therefore procured of Sir 
Edward Wotton, his elder brother, an assur- 
ance that his annuity should be paid him in 
Italy, thither he went, happily renewing his 
intermitted friendship and interest, and indeed 
hia great content in a new conversation with his 
old acijuaimance in that nation, and more parti- 
cularly in Florence,— which City is not more 
eminent for the Great Duke's Court, than for 
the great recourse of men of choicest note for 
learning and arts, — in which number he there 
met with his old friend Signior Vietta, a gentle- 
man of Venice, and then taken to be Secretary 
to the Great Duke of Tuscany. 

After some stay in Florence, he went the 
fourth time to visit Rome, where, in the Eng- 
lish College he had very many friends ; — their 
humanity made them really so, though they knew 
him to be a dissenter from many of their prin- 
ciples of religion ; and having enjoyed their 
company, and satisfied himself concerning some 

* ' ■ B that did partly occasion his journey 
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A notable thither, he returned back, to Florence, where a 
accident most notable accident befel him; an accident 
that did not only find new employment for his 



choice abilit 



; did I 



irodu. 



him 



knowledge and intereBt with our King Jameg, 
then King oF Scotland ; which I shall proceed 

But first I am to cell the Reader, that though 
Queen Elizabeth, or she and her Council, were 
never willing to declare her successor ; yet 
James, then King of the Scots, was confidently 
belicTed by most to be the man upon whom the 
sweet trouble of Kingly government would be 
imposed ; and the Queen declining very fast, 
both by age and visible infirmities, those that 
were of the Romish persuasion in point of 
Religion, — even Rome itself, and those of thia 
nation, — knowing that the death of the Queen 
and the establishing of her success or, were 
taken to be critical days for destroying or estab- 
lishing the Protestant religion in this nation, did 
therefore improve all opportunities for preventing 
a Protestant Prince to succeed her. And as 
the Pope's Excommunication of Queen Eliza- 
beth, had both by the judgraeol and practice 
of the Je suited Papist, exposed her to be 
warrantably destroyed ; so, — if we may believe 
an angry adversary, a secular Priest [Watson * 

' William Walion, a secular priest, wrote a " De- 
cacordon of ten Quodlibelical Quettions," in which 
he disclosee the character and conduct of the Jetuiti ; 
exhibiting in proper colours their arts of equivocation 
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in his Quodlibets] against a Jesuit — you may A pi 
believe, chat about that time there were many 
endeavours, first to excommunicaie, and then to 
shorten the life of King Jamea. 

Immediately after Sir Henry Wotton's return 
from Rome to Florence, — which waa about a 
year before the death of Queen Elizabeth — 
Ferdinand 1 the Great Duke of Florence, had 
intercepted certain letters, that discovered a 
design Co take away the life of James, the then 
King of Scots, The Duke abhorring thia fact, 
and resolving to endeavour a prevention of it, 
advised with his Secretary Vietta, by what 
means a caution might be best given to that 
King ; and after consideration it waa resolved 
10 be done by Sir Henry Wotton, whom Vietia 
first commended to the Duke, and the Duke 
had noted and approved of above all the English 
that frequented his Court. 

Sir Henry was gladly called by his friend 
discerning (he errors of others, viis hanged in 1601, 
for High Treason, along wiih WiUiam CUrk, 1 
Popinh priest, uad George Brook, brother to Lord 
Cobhun, for conspiring the death of James I. He 
had deceived hit accomplices by instructing them, 
■'That the Kin^, before his coronation, vras not an 
actual but a poiiiical king, and therefore no treason 
could be committed against him, " 

I First of that name of the House of Medicis, wa. 
intended for the Church, and was created a Cardinal 
J Pius IV. in 156]. In 1587, on the death of his 
rather, Francis-Maria, Dulie of Tuscany, he 
resigned the purple, at the age of 51, and married 
Catherine of Lorraine, daufihter of the Duke Charles 
rl. He died Feb, iind, 1608-9, having governed with 
great mildness, being a wise and domestic Prince. 



byP 
elder 
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tKTlo Vietta to the Duke, who, after much profa 
I Baldi of trust and friendship, acquainted him with<a 
secret; and being well instructed, dispatched q 
into Scotland with ieltera to the King, : 
those letters each Italian antidotes agaiost p<nH 
as the Scow till then had been strangers to, -« 

Having parted from the Duke, he took i _ 
the name and language of an Itiilian ; and think- 
ing it best to avoid the line of English intelli- 
gence and danger, he posted into Norway, rod 
through that country towards Scotland, where 
he found the King at Stirling. Being there, 
he used means, by Bernard Lindsey, one of the 
King's Bedchamber, to procure him a speedy 
and private conference with his Majesty ; assur- 
ing him, " That the business which he was to 
negociate was of such consequence, as had caused 
the Great Duke of Tuscany to enjoin him sud- 
denly to leave his native country of Italy, to 
impart it to his King." 

This being by Bernard Lindsey made known 
to the King, the King, after a little wonder — 
miKed with jealousy — to hear of an Italian 
Ambassador, or messenger, required his name, 
— which was said to be Octavio Baldi, — and 
appointed him to be heard privately at a Gxcd 
hour that evening. 

When Octavio Baldi came to the Presence- 
chamber door, he was requested to lay aside his 
long rapier — which, Italian-like, he then wore; 
— and being entered the chamber, he found there 
with the King three or four Scotch Lords stand- 
ing distant in several corners of the chamber : at 
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the sight of whom he made a stand ; which the 
King observing, " bade him be bold, and dciiver 
hit message ; for he would underiake for the 
secrecy of a!! that were present." Then did 
Octario Baldi deliver his letters sad his mesuge 
to the K-ing in Italian ; which when the King 
had graciously received, after a little pause, 
OcUvio Baldi steps to the tabic, and whispers 
to the King in his own language, chat he was an 
Knglishman, beseeching him for a more private 
conference with his Majesty, and that he might 
be concealed during his stay in that nation ; 
which was promised and really performed by 
the King, during ail his abode there, which was 
about three months ; all which time was spent 
with much pleasantness to the King, and with as 
much to Octavio Baldi himself, as that country 
could afford ; from which he deprted as true 
an Italian as he came thither. 

To the Duke at Florence he returned with 
a fair and grateful account of his employment ; 
and within some few months after his return, 
there came certain news to Florence, thai Queen 
Elizabeth was dead : and James, King of the 
Scots, proclaimed King of England. The 
Duke knowing travel and business to be the 
best schools of wisdom, and that Sir Henry 
Wotton had been tutored in both, advised him 
to return presently to England, and there joy 
the King with his new and better title, and wait 
there upon Fortune for a better employment. 

When King James came into England, he 

ingst other of the late Queen's officers. 
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ord WoH^H 
rhom he ^^^| 
nry Wotto^H 



Sir Edward, who wao, after Lord 

I" Comptroller of the Houa 
manded, "If he knew i 

that had spent much time in foreign traiel?" 
The Lord replied he knew him well, and thai 
he was his brother. Then the King, asking 
where he then was, was answered, at Venice 
or Florence ; but by late letters from thence 
he understood he would suddenly be at Paris. 
"Send for him," said the King, "and .when 
he shall come into England, bid him repair 
privately to me." The Lord Wotton, after 
a little wonder, asked the King, " If he knew 
him?" To which the King answered, "You 
must rest unsatisfied of that till you bring the 
gentleman to me." 

Not many months after this discourse, the 
Lord Wotton brought his brother to attend the 
King, who took him in his arms, and bade him 
welcome by the name of Octavlo Baldi, saying, 
he was the most honest, and therefore the best 
dissembler that eier he met with : and said, 
" Seeing I know you neither want leariuDg, 
travel, nor experience, and that I have had so 
real a testimony of your faithfulness and abilities 
to manage an ambassage, I have sent for you to 
declare my purpose ; which is, to make use of 
you in that kind hereafter." And indeed the 
King did so, most of those two and twenty 
years of his reign ; but before he dismissed 
Octavio Baldi from his present attendance upoa 
him, he restored him to his old name of Henry 
Wotton, by which he then knighted him. 
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No: long after this, the King having resolved 1 
according to hia Motto — Beai'i pucifici — to have a 
a friendBhip with his neighbour Kingdoms of 
France and Spain ; and also, for divers weighty 
"* e with the ^ 



;nd to send Ambassadors 
, did propose the choice 
) Sir Henry Wotton ; 



of Venice, and to that 
to those several places 
of these employments 
who, considering the smallness of his o 
— which he never took care to augment, — and 
knowing the Courts of great Princes to be sump- 
tuous, and necessarily expensive, inclined most 
to that of Venice, as being a place of more 
Fetiremeni, and best suiting with his genius, who 
did ever love to join with business, study, and 
a trial of natural experiraenta ; for both which, 
fruitful Italy, that darling of Nature, and cherisher 
of all arts, is to justly famed in all parts of the 
Christian world. 

Sir Henry having, after some short time and 
consideration, resolved upon Venice, and a large 
allowance being appointed by the King for his 
voyage thither, and a settled maintenance daring 
hia stay there, he left England, nobly accom- 
panied through France to Venice, by gentlemen 
of the best families and breeding that this nation 
afforded : they were too many to name ; but 
these two, for the following reasons, may not 
be omitted. Sir Albertus Morton,^ his Nephew, 

■ The ton of George Morion, of Ei^lure, in Kent, 
elected Scholar of King's College, Cambridge, in i6os. 

fhis empIofRient under Sir H. Wotton, he was 
agent in Savoy, Secretary to the Lady Elizabeth, 
idelberg, and agent for (he King la the Princei 
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tificd wiad^a^H 



s who went his Secreiai'y ; and Williani 1 
r 3 man of choice learning, ;tnd sanctified v 
who went his Chaplain. 

And though hia dear friend Dr. Donoe- 
theo a private gentleman— was not one of the 
number that did personally accompany him in 
this Toyage, yet the reading of this following 
letter, sent by him to Sir Henry Wotton, the 
moroing before he left Engbmd, may testify he 
wanted not his friend's beat wishes to attend him. 



After those reverend papers, whose soul is 
Our good and great King's lov'd hand and fear*!! 

By which 10 you he derives much of his. 
And, how he may, makes you almost the same : 

A taper of his torch ; a copy writ 

From hia original, and a fair beam 

Of the same warm and dazzling Sua, though it 

Must in another sphere his virtue stream : 

of the Union. He also became a Clerk of the Council, 
and wan knighted In 1G17. He died in tlu Parish of 
St. Margaret, WeslminBter, alxrat November, 1615, 
having been elected a Burgesi in Parliament for the 
Univerfiiy of Cambridge ; and he left a widow and 



n Brilel, 



L eneellcot Prelate, was hot 



IJ93. Much of >il3 me: 
he died Feb. 7th, 164.1 
Mlnitter, whither the rel 
hi* life by Bishop Buine 
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After those learned papers, which your hand Domie's 
Hath stor'd with notes of use and pleasure letter 

too: 
From which rich treasury you may command 
Fit matter whether you will write or do : 

After those loving papers which friends send 
With glad grief to your sea- ward steps fare- 
well, 
And thicken on you now as prayers ascend 
To Heaven on troops at a good man's passing- 
bell : 

Admit this honest paper, and allow 
It such an audience as yourself would ask ; 
What you would say at Venice, this says now. 
And has for nature what you have for task. 

To swear much love ; nor to be chang'd before 
Honour alone will to your fortune fit ; 
Nor shall I then honour your fortune more. 
Than I have done your honour wanting wit. 

But 'tis an easier load — though both oppress — 
To want, than govern greatness ; for we are 
In that, our own and only business ; 
In this, we must for others' vices care. 

'Tii therefore well your spirits now are plac'd 

In their last furnace, in activity. 

Which fits them; Schools, and Courts, and Wars 

o'erpast 
To touch and taste in any best degree. 
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Reception For me ! — if^ there be such a thing as I— 
at Venice Fortune — if there be such a thing as »he- 

I Finds that I bear eo well her tyranny, 

That alie thinks nothing eiae so fit for mt 

But though she part us, to hear my oft prayel 
For your increase, God is a« near mc here : \ 
And, to send you what I shall beg, his st; 
In length and ease are alike every where. 



Sir Henry Wotton was received by the Staj 
of Venice with much honour and gLtdnc 
for that he dehveied his ambassage most clegao 
in the Italian language, and came also ii 
juDCtureof time, as his master's friendships 
useful for that Republic. The time of his C' 
ing thither was ubout the year 1604, Lee 
Donate being then Duke ; a wise ai 
man, and to all purposes such — Sir HcB 
Wotton would often say it— as the State | 
Venice could not then have wanted ; 
having been formerly, in the time of Peg 
Clement the Eighth, acme contests about t 
privileges of Churchmen, and the power of Q 
Civil Magistrates ; of which, for the informatl 
of common rcaderK, I shall aay a little, h 
it may give light to some psaages that follow J 

About the year 1 603, the Republic of VeaT 
made several injunctions against lay-peraH 

> In the Brit edition of ibis Life, the whole of ^ 
Henry Wotlon vns K^ceiTid," are winting.' 
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giving lands or goods to the Church, without Chur 
licence from the Civil Magistrate ; and in that matu 
inhibition they expressed their reasons to be, 
" For that when any goods or land once came 
into the hands of the EcclesiaaUca, it was not 
subject to alienation : by reason whereof — the 
lay-people being at their death chariiable even 
to exceasj — the Clergy grew every day more 
numerous, and pretended an exemption from all 
public service and taxes, and from all secular 
judgment ; ao that the burden grew thereby too 
heavy to be borne by the Laity." 

Another occasion of difference was, that about 
this time complaints were justly made by the 
Venetians against two Clergymen, the Abbot of 
Nerveoa, and a Canon of Vicenza, for commit- 
ting such gins as I think not lit to name ; nor are 
these mentioned with an intent to fix a scandal 
upon any calling ; — for holiness is not tied to 
Ecclesiastical Orders, — and Italy is observed to 
breed the most virtuous and moat vicious men of 
any nation. These two having been long com- 
plained of at Rome in the name of the State of 
Venice, and no satisfaction being given to the 
Venetians, they seized the persona of this Abbot 
and Canon, and committed them to prison. 

The juatice or injustice of such, or the like 
power, then used by the Venetians, had formerly 
had some calm debates betwixt tlie former Pope 
Clement the Eighih,i and that Republic ; I say, 

' Originally named Hippolilo Aldnbriindiiii, was 
torn at Fano, 1536, itudietl at Ferrara and Bologna, 
e Cardinal by Sixtui V,, and in January, 




and calm, for he did not excommunicato them ; c 
disapline gidering, — as I conceive, — that i 

Council of Trent, it was at laat— after i 
politic diatutbaoces and delayi, and endeaToure 
Id preserve the Pope's present power, — in order 
to a general reformation of those many errori, 
which were in time crept into the Church, 
declared by that Council, " That though di»- 
cipline and especial BxcommunicatioD be one of 
the chief sinews of Church-government, and 
iateoded to keep men in obedience lo it : for 
which end it was declared to be very profitable i 
yet it W39 also declared, and advised to be used 
with great sobriety and care, because experience 
had informed them, that when it was pronounced 
unadvisedly or rashly, it became more coDtemoed 
than feared." And, though this was the advice 
of that Council at the conclustoo of it, which 
was not many years before this quarrel with the 
Venetians : ' yet this prudent, patient Pope 
Clement dying, Pope Paul the Fifth, who 

i;9i, succeeded Innoccni IX. » PontifT. He con- 
verted Henry IV. of France, with nun; mate, lo ihc 
Roman faith, and advanced Bellarmine. Baronius, 
and other learned men (o be Cardinili. After a rei^n 
of piety, moderaEion, and wiBdom, he died in March, 
1605 ; and was succeeded by Leo Xl., who liteJ only 
twenty-nini^ days after. Hit successor wai Camillo 
BorghcK, conunonly called Pope Paul V. He ww 
born at Rome, in 1551, and being an eminent Doctor 
of the Civil Law, he rote rapidly in the Papal EiToar, 
d Cardinal by Clement VIII. He 






inuary, 1 



"I say, calm," Ac, 
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succeeded hiiUy — though not immediately^ yet in A Prodi 
the same year, — being a man of a much hotter mation 
temper, brought this difference with the Venetians 
to a much higher contention ; objecting those 
late acts of that State to be a diminution of his 
just power, and limited a time of twenty-four 
days for their revocation ; threatening if he were 
not obeyed, to proceed to the Excommunication 
of the Republic, who still offered to shew both 
reason and ancient custom to warrant their 
actions. But this Pope, contrary to his prede- 
cessor's moderation, required absolute obedience 
without disputes. 

Thus it continued for about a year, the Pope 
still threatening Excommunication, and the 
Venetians still answering him with fair speeches, 
and no compliance; till at last the Pope's zeal 
to the Apostolic See did make him to excom- 
municate the Duke, the whole Senate, and all 
their dominions, and, that done, to shut up all 
their Churches ; charging the whole Clergy to 
forbear all sacred offices to the Venetians, till 
their obedience should render them capable of 
Absolution. 

But this act of the Pope's did the more con- 
firm the Venetians in their resolution not to obey 
him : and to that end, upon the hearing of the 
Pope's interdict, they presently published, by 
sound of trumpet, a Proclamation to this effect : 

^^ That whosoever hath received from Rome 
any copy of a papal Interdict, published there, 
as well against the Law of God, as against the 
honour of this nation, shall presently render it 
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■> the Council of Ten, upon pain of Death 
1 And made it loaa of estate and Nobility, but n 
ai>eak in behalf of the Jesuits. 

Then was Duiido their Ambassador c 
home from Rome, and the Inquisition preseot 
suspended by order of the Stitte ; and the flood 
gates being thu.i set open, any man that hadj] 
pleasant or scoffing wit might safely vent -i 
against the Pope, either by free speaking, or D 
libels in print : and both became very plea 
to the people.' 

Matters thus heightened, the State adriM 
with Father Paul, a holy and learned Friar^J 
the author of the " History of the Council t 
Trent,"^ — whose advice was, "Neither to pro- 
Toke the Pope, nor lose their own right;" he 
declaring publicly in print, in the name of the 
State, " That the Pope was trusted to keep two 
keys, one of Prudence and the other of Power : 
and that, if they were not both used together. 
Power alone is not etFeclual in an Excom- 



And thus thes 
continued, till a leport i 
the Venetians were all turned Pro 
was believed by many, for that it was observed 
that the English Ambassador was so often in 
conference with the Senate, and his Chaplain, 
Mr, Bedel, more often with Father Paul, whom 
the people did not take to be his frtend j and 



I 
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alao, for that the Republic of Venice was known The 
to give commiagioE to Gregory Juetiniano, then King's 
their Ambaseador in England, to make all these *"^"* _ 
proceedings known to the King of England, 
and CO crave a promise of his assistance, if need 
should require : and in the mean time they re- 
quired the King's advice and judgement ; which 
was the same that he gave to Pope Clement, at 
his first coming to the Crown of England ; — 
that Pope then moving him to an union with the 
Roman Church ; — namely, " To endeavour the 
calling of a free Council, for the settlement of 
peace in Christendom ; and that he doubted not 
but that the French King, and divers other 
Princes, would join to assist in so good a work; 
and, in the mean time, the sin of this breach, 
both with his and the Venetian dominions, must 
of necessity lie at the Pojje'a door." 

In this contention — -which lasted almost two 
years — the Pope grew still higher, and the 
Venetians more and more resolved and careless; 
still acquainting King James with their pro- 
ceedings, which was done by the help of Sir 
Henry Wotlon, Mr. Bedel, and Padre Paulo, 
whom the Venetians did then call to he one of 
their consulters of Sute, and with his pen to 
defend their just cause ; which was by him so 
performed, that the Pope saw plainly he h»d 
weakened his power by exceeding it, and offered 
the Venetians absolution upon very easy terms ; 
which the Venetians still slighting, did at last 
obtain by that which was scarce so much as a 
^■hew of acknowledging it: for they made an 
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" History order, that in that day in which they were 
of the absolved, there should be do public rejoicing, 

jfT^mr nor any banfires that night, lest the common 
people might judge, that they desired an ab- 
solution, or were absolved for committing a 
fiiull. 

These contests were the occasion of Padre 
Paulo's knowledge and interest with King James; 
for whose sake principally. Padre Paulo com- 
piled that eminent History of the remarkable 
Council of Trent ; which history was, as fast as 
it was written, sent in several sheets in letters 
by Sir Henry Woiton, Mr. Bedel, and others, 
unto King James, and the then Bishop of 
Canterbury, into England, and there first made 
public, both in English and the uoiiersal 
language. 

For eight years after Sir Henry Wottoo's 
going into Italy, he stood fair and highly valued 
in the King's opinion ; but at last became mucH 
clouded by an accident, which 1 shall proceea 

At his first going Ambassador into Italy, as 
he passed through Germany, he stayed some 
days at Augusta ; where having been in his 
former travels well known by many of the best 
note for learning and ingeniouBness, — those that 
arc esteemed the virtuosi of that nation,— with 
whom he passing an evening in merriments, was 
requested by Christopher Flecaraore to write 
some sentence in his Albo ; — a book of white 
paper, which for that purpose many of the 
German gentry usually carry about them ;- ' 
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Sir Henry Wotton consenting to the motion, An Am- 
took an occasion, from some accidental diacourae ba^ador 
of the present company, to write a pleasant 
definition of an Ambaasador in these very 

" Legatus eat vir bonus, peregrS miasus ad 
mentiendum Reipublici cauia." ' 

Which Sir Henry Wotton could have been 
content should have been thus Englished : 

» An Ambassador is an honest man, sent to 
lie abroad for the good of his country." 

But the word for lie— being the hinge upon 
which the conceit wna 10 turn— was not so ex- 
pressed in Latin, as would admit— in the hands 
of an enemy especially — so fair a construction 
as Sir Henry thought in English. Yet as it 
was, it slept quietly among other sentences in 
this Albo almost eight years, till by accident 
it fell into the hands of Jasper Scioppius,^ a 
Romanist, a man of a restless spirit and a mali- 
cious pen; who, with books against King James, 

> Tile Latin Eentencc admiti of no ambiguity ; the 
plain traQ!lation Ii, "An ambastador is an honESt 
man, Etent abroad to lell lies for the good of his 
countrr, " Wotfon do doubt inlended the remark for 

> A learned writer, born in Germany about 1576, 
who turned Romanitt in 1599, on reading the Aunals 
of Baronius. He recommended the cilirpation of 
Protestants to the Catholic Princes, and wrote with 
much rancour against King James, Scaligei, Casau- 
bon, &c Towards the end of Ills life he prelcndcii 
to prophesy, and sent some of his predictions to 
Cardinal Mazarine, who disregarded them. He died 

164.9,1. 





THE LIFE OF 

Wotton's prints this as a principle of that religion j 
deTence fessed by the King, and his Ambassador 

Henry Wotton, then at Venice; and in Venill 
it was presently after written in several glat 
windows, and spitefully declared i 
Henry Wotton' a. 

This coming to the knowledge of King Jaraea 
he apprehended it to be such an oversight, such 
a weakness, or worse, in Sir Henry Wotton, as 
caused the King to express much wrath against 
him ! and this caused Sir Henry Wotton to 
write two apologies, one to Velserus ' — one of 
the chiefs of Augusta — in the universal language, 
which he caused to be primed, and given and 
scattered in the most remarkable places both of 
Germany and Italy, as an antidote against the 
venomous books of Scioppius ; and another 
Apology to King James ; which were both so 
ingenious, eo clear, and bo choicely eloouent, 
that his Majesty — who was a pure judge of It — 
could not forbear, at the receipt thereof, to de- 
clare publicly, "That Sir Henry Wotion had 
commuted sufficiently for a greater offence." 

And now, as broken bones well set become 
stronger, do Sir Henry Wotton did not only 
recover, but was much more confirmed in his 

' Mark Velser, or Welser, was born at AngshurE, 
June 10, 1558, of a n obit and ancient Gtnnan family. 
He pursued hia itudies at Rome uniter the rckbrateJ 
Muretui, and upon fiis return into hb native city, 



□ of learned raen. He died 
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Majattf9 eftmntioD and fiiTonr than fcnnerl j Pc|p» 
hekadbcen. hmty 

And, at that mao of great wit and useful '^7 
£amcjs his friend Dr. Donne, gave in a Will of 
his— « Will of conceits — his Reputation to his 
Fckndfy and his Industry to his Foes, because 
finooi thence he received both : so those friends, 
tliat in this time of trial laboured to excuse this 
^cetious freedom of Sir Henry Wotton's were 
to him more dear, and by him more highly 
Y2katd ; and those acquaintance, that urged this 
as an advantage against him, caused him by this 
error to grow both more wise, and — which is 
the best fruit error can bring forth — for the 
fbtore to become BMre industriously watchful 
over his tongue and pen. 

I have told you a part of his employment in 
Italy ; where, notwithstanding the death of his 
£ivoaier, the Duke Leonardo Donato,^ who had 
an ondissembled affection for him, and the 
malicious accusation of Scioppius, yet his in- 
terest — as though it had been an entailed love — 
was still found to live and increase in all the 
succeeding Dukes during his employment to 
that State, which was almost twenty years ; all 
which time he studied the dispositions of those 
Dukes, and the other Consulters of State ; well 
knowing that he who negociates a continued 
business, and neglects the study of dispositions, 
usually fails in his proposed ends. But in this 
Sir Henry Wotton did not fail ; for, by a fine 

* Doge of Venice from 1606 to July, 161 2. 
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lis use sorting of Gt presents, curious, and Dot costly 
of it eoteriainmentfl, always swettened by yarious and 
pleasant discoutse — with which, and his choice 
application of stories, and his elegant delivery of 
all these, even in their Italian iiinguage, he £nt 
got, and still preserved, such iuierest in the 
State of Venice, that it was observed — such waa 
either his merit or his modesty — they never 
denied him any request. 

But all this shews but his abiliues, and his 
fitness for that employment ; it will therefore be 
needful to tell the Reader, what use he made of 
the interest which these procured him : and that 
indeed was rather to oblige others than to enrich 
himself: he still endeavouring that the reputa- 
tion of the English might be maintained, both in 
the German Empire and in Italy ; where many 
gentlemen, whom travel had invited into that 
nation, received from him cheerful entertain- 
ments, advice for their behaviour, and, by his 
interest, shelter or deliverance from those acci- 
dental storms of adversity which usually attend 
upon travel. 

And because these things may appear to the 
Reader to be but generals, I shall acquaint him 



with two particular examples 






ful disposition, and one of the nobleness of his 
mind ; which shall follow. 

There had been many English Soldiers brought 
by Commanders of their own country, to serie 
the Venetians for pay against the Turk ; and 
those English, liaving by trregulariti 
providence, brought themselves in 
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gaileya and priBoos, Sir Henry Wottoo became "A dty ' 
a petitioner to that State for their lives and ofrefuje 
enlargement ; and his request was granted : so 
that those, — which were many hundreds, and 
there made the sad examples of haman misery, 
by hard imprisonment and unpicied poverty in a 
strange nation — were by his means released, 
relieved, and in a comfortable condition sent to 
thank God and him, for their lives and liberty 
in thrir own country. 

And this I have obeerved as one teatimany 
of the compassionate nature of him, who wm, 
during his stay in those parts, as a city of refiige 
for the distressed of this and other nations. 

And for that which I olFer as a testimony of 
the nobleness of his mind, I shall make way to 
the Reader's clearer understaading of !t, by 
telling him, that beside several other foreign 
employments, Sir Henry Wotton was sent thrice 
Ambassador to the Republic of Venice. And 
at his last going thither, he was employed 
Ambassador to several of the German Princes, 
and more particularly to the Emperor Ferdioando 
the Second ; .md that his employment to him, 
and ihose Princes, was to incline them to equit- 
able conditions for the restoration of the Queen 
of Bohemia and her descendants to their patri- 
monial inheritance of the Palatinate. 

This was, by his eight months' constant en- 
deavours and attendance upon the Emperor, his 
Court and Council, brought to a probability of a 
■uccessful conclusion, without bloodshed. But 
e were at that time two opposite ai 
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The the field j and as they were treating, there was a 
hieen of battle fought, > in the managery whereof there 
iohemia ^^^^ g„ ^^^^ miserable errors on the one side,— 
80 Sir Henry Wotton expresses it in a dispatch 
to the King — and so advantageous events to the 
Emperor, as put an end to all present hopes of a 
Buccessrul treaty ; so that Sir Henry, seeing the 
face of peace altered hy that victory, prepared 
for a removal from that Court ; and at his 
departure from the Emperor, was so bold as to 
remember him, " That the events of every battle 
move on the unseen wheels of Fortune, which 
are this moment up, and down the next : and 
therefore humbly advised him to use his victory 
so soberly, as still to put on thoughts of peace." 
Which advice, though it seemed to be spoken 
with some passion, ^hia dear mistress the Queen 
of Bohemia ^ being concerned in it — was yet 

' The battle of Prague. 

* The phrase "his dear mistress" compels ihe 
aiipearance here of hU well known vetiet " to -*■- 
most itiuttrious Princesie, the Ladie Elizabeth." 

" You meaner beauties oF the night, 
That poorly satisfy our eyes, 
Mote by your number than yaur light. 
You common people of the skies, 

That warble forth dame Nature's 
Thinking your voices underslooil 
Bf your weak sicent* i what's irou 
When Philomel her voice shall r 
You violets ihat first appear, 
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taken in good part by the Emperor ; who replied. The Em- 
**That he would consider his advice. And ?^^* 
though he looked on the King his master, as J*^ 
an abettor of his enemy, the Palsgrave ; yet for 
Sir Henry himself, his behaviour had been such 
during the manage of the Treaty, that he took 
him to be a person of much honour and merit ; 
and did therefore desire him to accept of that 
Jewel, as a testimony of his good opinion of 
him : ** which was a Jewel of Diamonds of 
more value than a thousand pounds. 

This Jewel was received with all outward 
circumstances and terms of honour by Sir Henry 
Wotton. But the next morning, at his depart- 
ing from Vienna, he, at his taking leave of the 
Countess of Sabrina — an Italian Lady, in whose 
house the Emperor had appointed him to be 
lodged, and honourably entertained — acknow- 
ledged her merits, and besought her to accept 
of that Jewel, as a testimony of his gratitude for 
her civilities ; presenting her with the same that 
was given him by the Emperor ; which being 
suddenly discovered, and told to the Emperor, 
was by him taken for a high affront, and Sir 
Henry Wotton told so by a messenger. To 

Like the proud virgins of the year, 
As if the spring were all your own, 
What are you when the rose is blown ? 

So when my mistress shall be seen. 
In form and beauty of her mind, 
By virtue first, then choice a Queen, 
Tell me, if she were not designed 
The eclipse and glory of her kind ? ^* 
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r which he replied, "That though he 
B with thaokfulDesa, yet he fouod in himseU an 
indiapoBitioQ to be the better for any gift that 
came from an eoemy to hie Royal Mistress, the 
Queen of Bohemia;" for ao she wai pleaied 
he should always call her. Many other of his 
serfices to his Prince and this nation might be 
insisted upon ; as, namely, his procurations of 
privileges and courtesies with the German 
PriDces, and the Republic of Venice, for the 
English Merchants : and what he did by direc- 
tion of King James with the Veoetiao Slate, 
concerning the Bishop of Spalato's ' return to 
the Church of Rome. But for the particulars 
of these, and many more that 1 meant to make 
known, I want a view of some papers that might 
inform me, — his lace Majesty's Letter-Office 
having now suil^rcd a strange alienation, — and 
indeed I want time too ; for the Prioter's press 
stays for what is written : so that 1 must haaten 
to bring Sir Henry Wotton in an instant (torn 
Venice to London, leaving the reader to make 
up what is defective in this place, by the tmall 



' Man 



SpnUti 



e Domi 



lory of Ven 



with Mr. Bci!el, in 1617, and, □□ proft^ising him- 
self a cun.tn to the ProfeBtaot faith. Wis made 
Dean of Windsor, He was, howeier, perauadeiJ 
by the AmhaBsa^or Gondamar, 10 return 10 Rome, 
and his furmer religion; but though the prumine 
of a Cardinal's hat was held out lo him. he wa> 
idled by ihc Inquiiition, and died 



priso 
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supplement of the InscriptioD under his ArmSy^ h^ 
which he left at all those houses where he Lodging; 
rested, or lodged, when he returned from his Scutcheon 
late Embassy into England. 

Henricus Wottonius j1nglo~Canttanusy Thomse 
opttmi viri Jilius natu minimusy a Serentsstmo 
Jacobi I. Mag. Brit. Rege, in equestrem tltulum 
adscitusy ejusdemque ter ad Rempubl'tcam Venetam 
Legatus Ordinartus^ semel ad Confaderatarum 
Provinciarum Ordines in Jtdiacensi negotio. Bis 
ad Carolum Emanuel, Sabaudiae Ducem ; semel 
ad Unitos Superioris Germaniae Principes in Con- 
ventu Heilbrunensi, postremo ad Archiducem 
Leopoldum, Ducem Wittembergensem, Cm- 
tates Imperialesy Argentinam, Ulmamque, et 
ipsum Romanorum Imperatorem Ferdinandum 
Secundum, Legatus Exfraordinarius^ tandem hoc 
didicitf 

Animas Jieri sapientiores quiescendo. 

To London he came the year before King 
James died; who having, for the reward of 
his foreign service, promised him the reversion 
of an office, which was fit to be turned into 
present money, which he wanted, for a supply 
of his present necessities ; and also granted him 

^ A painted shield, with the titles of the Ambassador 
written below it, called a Lodging Scutcheon, was 
commonly hung over the door of the house in which 
the Envoy resided ; a custom derived probably from 
the ancient times of chivalry, when the knights who 
were to appear in a tournament suspended their arms 
at the windows of their dwellings. 
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n of the Masler of the Rolls place, 
'eil charitable Sir Julius Cfesar,^ who 
it, and then grown so old that 
9 said to be kept alive beyond Nature's 
by the prayers of those many poor 
which he daily relieved. 

But iheee were but in hope ; and his con- 
rcijuircd a present support ; for in the 
beginning of these employments he sold to his 
elder brother, the Lord Wotton, the rent- 
charge left by his good father ; and — which is 
at his return indebted lo 
serernl persons, whom he was not able to satisfy, 
but by the King's payment of his arrears, due 
for hia foreign employments. He had brought 
into England many servants, of which some 
were German and Italian Artists: this was 
part of his condition, who had many times 
hardly sullicient to supply the occasions of the 
day: for it may by no means be said of his 
vidcoce, as himself said of Sir Philip 
Iney'a wit, " That it was the very measure 
of congruity," he being always so careless of 
money, as though our Saviour's words, "Care 

ancient Italian family, anil boni at Tottenham, in 
Middlewi', in 1557, His father being Fliyiklan to 
the Que«ns Mary and Elizabeth. He was educated 
at Magdalen Hall, Oxford; but he took hit D.C.L. 
degree at Parti. By Queen Elizabeth he was made 
Msjiler nf the Requeali, Judge of the Admiralty, and 
Master of St. Catherine's Kospitat; King Jamei I. 
knighted him, made him Chancellor of the Eicheqi 
and Master of the RoUi. He died ■ ' ' 
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not for to-morrow/' were to be literally under- Provost- 
stood. ^P of 

But it pleased the God of ProYidence, that '='"'" 
in this juncture of time^ the Provostship of 
his Majesty's College of Eton, became yoid by 
the death of Mr. Thomas Murray,^ for which 
there were, as the place deserved, many earnest 
and powerful suitors^ to the King. And Sir 
Henry, who had for many years — like Sisyphus 
— rolled the restless stone of a State-employ- 
ment, knowing experimentally that the great 
blessing of sweet content was not to be found 
in multitudes of men or business, and that a 
College was the fittest place to nourish holy 
thoughts, and to afford rest both to his body 
and mind, which his age — being now almost 
threescore years — seemed to require, did there- 
fore use his own, and the interests of all his 
friends to procure that place. By which means, 
and quitting the King of his promised rever- 
sionary ofHces, and a piece of honest policy, 
—which I have not time to relate, — he got a 
grant of it from his Majesty [^24 June 1624^. 

^ He was a native of Scotland, Tutor and Secre- 
tary to Prince Charles. His zeal in opposing the 
marriage of the Prince with the Infanta of Spain, 
occasioned his imprisonment for some time, along 
with Dr. George Hackwell, Archdeacon of Surrey, 
the author of ** A Discourse against the Spanish 
Match.'' He died April i, 1623. 

' Among other unsuccessful candidates at this time 
was the great Lord Bacon, as appears from a letter 
"^rittdn by him to Mr. Secretary Conway, dated 
Gray's Inn, March 25, 1623. 

VOL. I. M 
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And this was a fair aatUFaction to his mind j 
moaej was waoting to furnish him with 
those necessaries which atcead removes, and a 
settlement in such a place j and, to procure that, 
he wrote to his old friend Mr. Nicholas Pey,' 
for his asiisiance. Of which Nicholas Pey I 
shall here say a liltle, for the clearing of some 
passages that I shall mention hereafter. 

He was in his youth a Clerk, or in some 
such way a servant to the Lord Wocton, Sir 
Henry's brother ; and by him, when he was 
Comptroller of the King's Household, was 
made a great officer in hia Majesty's house. 
This and otlier favours being conferred upon 
Mr. Pey — in whom there was a radical honesty 
— were always thankfully acknowledged by him, 
and his gratitude expressed by a willing and 
unwearied serviceableness to that family even 
till his death. To him Sir Henry Wotton 
wrote, to use all hia interest at Court, to pro- 
cure live hundred pounds of his arrears, for 
less would not settle him in the College ; and 
the want of such a sum " wrinkled his face 
with care ; " — 'twas his own expression, — 
and, that money being procured, he should 
the next day after find him in his College, 
and '* invidia remsdium" writ over his study 
door. 

This money, being part of his arrears, was, by 
his own, and the help of iionest Nicholas Pejr's 
interest in Court, quickly procured him, and 
he as quickly in the College ; the place, where 

' One of llie CUrki of the Kitchen. 
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indeed his happiness then seemed to have its ' 
beginning ; the College being to his mind as I 
a quiet harbour to a sea-faring man after a tem- 
pestuous voyage ; where, by the bounty of the 
pious Founder, his very food and raiment weri^ 
plentifully provided for him in kind, and more 
money than enough; where he was freed from 
all corroding cares, and se.itcd on such a rock, 
as the waves of w^nt could not probably shake ; 
where he might sit in a calm, and, looking 
down, behold the busy multitude lur moiled 
and tossed in a tempestuous sea of trouble 
and dangers ; and — as Sir William Davenant 
has happily expressed the like of another 



Laugh at the graver business of the State, 
Which speaks men rather wise than fortunate. 

Being thus settled according to the desires of 
I heart, his lirst study was the Statutes of the 
College ; by which he conceived himself bound 
to enter into Holy Orders, which he did, being 
made Deacon with all convenient speed. Shortly 
after which time, as he came In his surplice from 
the Church -set vice, an old friend, a person of 
quality, met him so attired, and joyed him of 
his new habit. To whom Sir Henry Wotton 
replied, " I thank God and the King, by whose 
goodness I am now in this condition ; a con- 
dition which that limperor Charles the Fifth 
teemed to approve ; who, after so many remark- 
when his glory was great in the 
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Life at eyei of all men, freely gave up his Crown, and 
Eton the many carei that attended it, to Philip hii 

Son, milking a holy retreat to a Cloisieral life, 

where he might, by devout meditations, cooault 
with God, — which the rich or busy men icldom 
do — and ha?e leisure both to examine the errors 
of his life pa«t, and prepare for that great day, 
wherein nli flesh must make an account of their 
actions : and after a kind of tempestuous life, I 
DOW have the like advantage from him, 'that 
makes the outgoings of the morning to praise 
him ; ' even from my God, whom I daily mag- 
nify for this particular mercy of an exemptioa 
from business, a quiet mind, and a liberal main- 
tenance, even in thh part of my life, when my 
age and inlirmitics seem to sound me a retreat 
from the pleasures of this world, and invite me 
to contemplation, in which I have ever taken 
the greatest felicity." 

And now to speak a little of the employment 
of his time in the College. After his customary 
public devotions, his use w 
Study, and there to spend bi 
the Bible, and Authors ' 
his meditations with pri 
for the most part, his cmploym 
noon. But when he was once sat to amner, 
then nothing but cheerful thoughts posscEsed his 
mind, and those still increased by constant com- 
pany at his table, of such ])crsons as brought 
thither additions both of learning and pleasure; 
but some part of nfost days was usually spCDi iq. 
Philosophical cc ' ' 



) retire into t 

e hours in reading 

1 Divinity, closing up 

i prayej' ; this was, 

■) the fore- 
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his innate pleasure of Angling, which he would An 
usually call, " his idle time not idly spent ; '' angler 
saying often, " he would rather live five May 
months, than forty Decembers/' 1 

He was a great lover of his neighbours, and 
a bountiful entertainer of them very often at his 
table, where his meat was choice, and his discourse 
better. 

He was a constant cherisher of all those youths 
in that School, in whom he found either a con- 
stant diligence, or a genius that prompted them 
to learning ; for whose encouragement he was — 
beside many other things of necessity and beauty 
— at the charge of setting up in it two rows of 
pillars, on which he caused to be choicely drawn 
the pictures of divers of the most famous Greek 
and Latin Historians, Poets, and Orators ; per- 
suading them not to neglect Rhetoric, because 
<< Almighty God has left mankind affections to 
be wrought upon : " and he would often say, 
^* That none despised Eloquence, but such dull 
souls as were not capable of it." He would 
also often make choice of some observations out 
of those Historians and Poets ; and would never 
leave the School without dropping some choice 
Greek or Latin apophthegm or sentence, that 

^ There is, close to Eton College, a bend in the 
Thames, just below the Playine Fields, where both 
Sir Henry Wotton and Izaak W^ton were accustomed 
to angle in company. A fishing house now stands 
on the bank close to the place where the South- 
Western Railway crosses the river. This spot is 
known by the rather unpoetical name of ** Black 
Potts." 



I 
I 
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;- might be worthy of a room in the memory of 
a a growing scholar.' 

He was pleased constantly to breed up one or 
more hopeful youths, which he picked out of the 
School, aod took into his own domestic care, 
and 10 attend him ai his meals ; out of whose 
discourse and behayiour, he gathered obierva- 
tioQB for the better completing of his intended 
work, of Education : of which, by his still striv- 
ing to make the whole better, he lived to leave 
but part to posterity. 

He was a great enemy to wrangling dispute* 
of Religion ; concerning which I shall say a 
little, both to testify that, and to shew the 
readiness of his wit. 

Having at his being in Rome made acquaint- 
ance with a pleasant Priest, who invited him one 
evening to hear their Vesper music at Church; 
the Priest seeing Sir Henry stand obscurely in a 
corner, sends to him by a boy of the Choir this 
question, writ on a small piece of papers "Where 
was your Religion to be found before Luther !" 
To which question Sir Henry presently under- 
writ, " My Religion was to be found then, where 
yours is not to be found now, in the written Word 
of God." 

The next Vesper, Sir Henry went purposely 
to the same Church, and sent one of the Choir 
boys with this question to his honest, pleasant 
friend, the Priest : " Do you believe all those 
many thousands of poor Christians were damned, 

LtvUp"rT"" ■ 
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that were excommunicated because the Pope and 
the Duke of Venice could not agree about their 
temporal power ? even those poor Christians that 
knew not why they quarrelled. Speak your con- 
acience." To which he underwrit in French, 
" Moniieur, excusez-moi." 

To one that asked him, " Whether a Papist 
may be aa*ed ! " he replied, " You may be saved 
without knowing that. Look to yourself." 

To another, whose earneatneas cjtceeded his 
knowledge, and was still railing against the 
Papists, he gave this advice ; " Pray, Sir, for- 
bear till you have studied the points betti 
the wise Italians have this Provi ' 
understands amiss concludes wore 
heed of thinking, the farther yo 
Church of Rome, the nearer you 

And to another that spake 
bitter words against Armiuius, 
reply to this purpose i 

"In my travel towards Venice, as I passed 
through Germany, I rested almost a year at 
Leyden, where I entered into an acquaintance 
with Arniiniua,' — then the Professor of Divinity 

' James Arminius, born in i;6o, ar Oui1ewaii:r, 
studied at Leyden, Geneva, and Padua. Being 
employed id inswer Theodore B«z» on Predestina- 
Cion, he became a convert to the verj tenets he wai 
endeavouring to refniei and ihe principal featurei of 
ha penuaaion were, a denial of election, a belief in 
(he free-will of man to attain salvation, and an idea 
Chrisliani may fall away, and he loit. The violent 
diiputes in which iheie principles involved him, 
preyed upon his spirits, and brought an an illnesi, 
of which he died in 1609. 
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William this age, whicli is 

Pc rldns controversy. And indeed, if 1 miitake 



nuch talked of J 
of opposition a 
controversy. 
Arminius in 
bntin as mine 
dilftr from h 

my judgment of him to be, that 
most rare learning, and I knew 
moit strict lite, and of a most meek spirit, 
that he was so mild appears by his proposalii 
our Master Perkina ' of Cambridge, from whoie 
book, ' Of the Order and Causes of Salvation ' 
— which first was writ in Latin — Arminius took 
the occasion of writing some queries to him con- 
cerning the consequents of his doctrine ; intend- 
ing them, 'tis said, to come privately to Mr. 
Perkins' own hands, and to receive from him a 
like private and a like loving answer. But Mr. 
Perkins died before those queries came to him, 
and 'tis thought Arminius meant them to die 
with him ; for though he lived long after, I 
have heard he forbore lo jiublieh them : but 
since his death his sons did not. And 'tis pit^, 
if God had been so pleased, that Mr. Peikini 
did not live to see, consider, and answer those 
proposals himsdfi for he was also of a most 
meek spirit, and of great and sanctified learning. 
And though, since cheir deaths, many of high 

I Mr. William Perkias, na* of Christ'i College in 
the Unireriiry of Camliridge, where he died in ifioi. 
He wu minister of Si. Andrew's parith, in Cun- 
bridge, and had the character of a learned, plou 
laborlouj prvac' 
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'taken to clear the An 
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- ■* ■ ■ for Am- 
bassadors 



parts and piety have ui 
controversy ; yet for ihi 
rather aatiafied themselves, than convinced thf 
dissenting party. And, doubtless, many miildle- 
witted men, which yet may mean well, many 
scholars that are in the highest form for learning, 
which yet may preach well, men that are but 
preachers, and shall never know, till they come 
to Heaven, where the questions Kick betwixt 
Arminius and the Church of England, — if there 
be any, — will yet in this world be tampering 
with, and thereby perplexing the controversy, 
and do therefore justly flill under the reproof of 
St, Jude, for being busy-bodies, and for meddling 
with things they understand not." 

And here it offers itself— I think not unfitly, 
to tell the Reader, that a friend of Sir Henry 
Wotton's being designed for the employment of 
an Ambassador, came to Eton, and requested 
from him some experimental rules for his prudent 
and safe carriage in his ncgociations ; to whom 
he smilingly gave this for an infallible aphorism ; 
" That, to be in safety himself, and serviceable 
to his country, he should always, and upon all 
occasions, speak the truth, — it seems a Stale 
paradox — for, says Sir Henry Wotton, you 
shall never be believed ; and by this means your 
truth will secure yourself, if you shall ever be 
called to any account : and it will also put your 
adversaries — who will still hunt counter — to a 
loss in all their disquisitions and undertakings." 
e of this nature might be observed 
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Sir make a little stop, and invite the Rca 

Albertus hack with me, whilst, according to my pronv 

Jflorton 1 ghai] ^^ ^ [^i^^ „f gj^ Albertus Morton, £ 

Mr. Wiliiam Bedel, whom I formerly mentioned. 
I have told you that arc my Reader, that at 
Sir Henry Woiton's first going Ambassador 
into It^ly, his Cousin, Sir Albertus Morton, 
went his Secretary : and I am next to tell you 
that Sir Albertus died Secretary of Slate to our 
late King ; but cannot, am not able to express 
the sorrow that possessed Sir Henry Woiron, at 
his first hearing the news that Sir Albertus was 
by death lost to him and this world. And yet 
the Reader may partly guess by these following 
expressions : the first in a letter to his Nicholas 
Pey, of which this (hat followeth is a part. 

" And, my dear Nich. when I had been 

here almost a fortnight, in the midst of my ^eat 
contentment, I received notice of Sir Albertus 
Morton his departure out of this world, who 
was dearer to me than mine own being in it : 
what a wound is to my heart, you that knew 
him, and know me, will easily believe it : but 
our Creator's will muet be done, and unrepin- 
ingly received by his own creatures, who is the 
Lord of all Nature and of all Fortune, when he 
taketh to himself now one, and then another, till 
that expected day, wherein it shall please him to 
dissolve the whole, and wrap up even the Heaven 
itself as a scroll of p:irchmeni. This is the last 
philosophy that we must study upon earth ; let 
I therefore, that yet remain hero, as our daya 



and friends 
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other ; which of all virtues, both spiritual and An Elegy 
moral, hath the highest privilege, because death 
itself cannot cnd^it. And my good Nich." &c. 
This is a part of his sorrow thus expressed to 
his Nich. Pey : the other part is in this following 
Elegy, of which the Reader may safely conclude 
it was too hearty to be dissembled. 



TEARS 

WEPT AT THE GRAVE OF SIR ALBERTUS MORTON, 
BY HENRY WOTTON. 

Silence, in truth would speak my sorrow best. 
For deepest wounds can least their feeling tell : 
Yet, let me borrow from mine own unrest, 
A time to bid him, whom I lov'd, farewell. 

Oh, my unhappy lines ! you that before 
Have served my youth to vent some wanton cries. 
And now, congeal'd with grief, can scarce im- 
plore 
Strength to accent, " Here my Albertus lies." 

This is that sable stone, this is the cave 
And womb of earth, that doth his corse embrace: 
While others sing his praise, let me engrave 
These bleeding numbers to adorn the place. 

Here will I paint the characters of woe ; 
Here will I pay my tribute to the dead ; 
And here my ^ithful tears in showers shall flow. 
To humanize the flints on which I tread. 
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Mr. Where, though I mourn my matchleas loss alolj 
T™™ And none between my weakness judge aod r 
"^ Yet eveo these pensive walla allow my nioa: 
Whose doleful echoes to my plaints agree. 

But he is gone ? and live I rhyming here. 
As if some Muse would listen to my lay .' 
When al! disiun'd sit waiting for their dear, 1 
And bathe the banks where he was 

Dwell Chen in endless bliss with happy gouIs, J 
Diacharg'd from Nature's and from Fortuff 

Whilst on thia Hmd globe my hour-glass i 
And runs the rest of my remaining dust. 

H. ^ 

This concerning his Sir Albertus Morton. 

And for what I shall say concerning Mr. 
William Bedel, I must prepare the Reader by 
telling him, that when King Jamea sent Sir 
Henry Wotton Ambassador to the State of 
Venice, he sent also an Ambassador to the King 
of France, and another to the King of Spain. 
With the Ambassador of France went Joseph 
Hall, late Bishop of Norwich, whose many and 
useful works speak his great merit : with the 
Ambassador to Spain went James Wadsworth ; 
and with Sir Henry Wotton went William 
Bedel. 

These three Chaplains to these three Ambat~ 
sadors were all brnl in one University, all of 
one College [Bmanuel College in Cambridge], 
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all beneficed in one Diocese, and all most dear Mr. 
and entire friends. But in Spain, Mr. Wads- William 
worth met with temptations, or reasons, such as ^®^®" 
were so powerful as to persuade him — who of 
the three was formerly observed to be the most 
averse to that Religion that calls itself Catholic 
— to disclaim himself a member of the Church 
of England, and to declare himself for the 
Church of Rome, discharging himself of his 
attendance on the Ambassador, and betaking 
himself to a monasterial life, in which he lived 
very regularly and so died.^ 

When Dr. Hall, the late Bishop of Norwich, 
came into England, he wrote to Mr. Wads- 
worth, — it is the first Epistle in his printed 
Decades, — to persuade his return, or to shew the 
reason of his apostacy. The letter seemed to 
have in it many sweet expressions of love ; and 
yet there was in it some expression that was so 
unpleasant to Mr. Wadsworth, that he chose 
rather to acquaint his old friend Mr. Bedel 
with his motives ; by which means there passed 
betwixt Mr. Bedel and Mr. Wadsworth, clivers 
letters which be extant in print, and did well 
deserve it; for in them there seems to be a 
controversy, not of Religion only, but who 
should answer each other with most love and 
meekness ; which I mention the rather, because 
it too seldom falls out to be so in a book- war. 

There is yet a little more to be said of Mr. 

^ He had been appointed to teach the Infanta Eng- 
lish, when the match between her and Prinze Charles 
was supposed to be concluded. 
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Letter to Bedel, for the greater part of which the Reader 
Charles I j^ referred to this following letter of Sir Henry 



Firet; 



: late Kiag Charles the 



" May !t please Your most Gracioiu MajeMy, 
" HaTing been informed that certain pertont 
have, by the good wiihea of the Archbishop of 
Armagh, been directed hither, with a most 
humble petition unto your Majesty that you 
will be pleased to make Mr. William Bedel— 
now rcBident upon a small benefice in Suffolk — 
Governor of your College at Dublin, for the 
good of that Society ; and myaelf being re- 
quired to render unto your Majesty some testi- 
mony of the said William Bedel who was long 
my Chaplain at Venice, in the time of my first 
employment there, I am bound in all conscience 
and truth — bo far as your Majesty will vouchsafe 
to accept my poor judgment — to affirm of him, 
that I think hardly a fitter man for that charge 
could have been propounded unto your Majesty 
in your whole kingdom, for singular erudition 
and piety, conformity to the rites of the Church, 
and zeal to advance the cause of God, wherein 
his travails abroad were not obscure in the time 
of the Excommunication of the Venetians. 

" For it may please your Majesty to know, 
that this is the man whom Padre Paulo took, 
I may say, into hit very soul, with whom he 
did communicate the inwiirdest thoughts of his 
heart j from whom he professed to have received 
more knowledge in all Divinity, both schotastif 
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and positiTey than from any that he had ever Bedell a 
practised in his days ; of which all the passages Bishop 
were well known to the King your Father^ of 
most blessed memory. And so, with your 
Majesty's good favour, I will end this needless 
office ; for the general feme of his learning, his 
life, and Christian temper, and those religious 
labours which himself hath dedicated to your 
Majesty, do better describe him than I am able. 
Your Majesty's 
Most humble and faithful servant, 

H. WoTTON." 

To this letter I shall add this : that he was — 
to the great joy of Sir Henry Wotton — ^made 
Governor of the said college [Aug. 1627]; 
and that, after a fair discharge of his duty and 
trust there he was thence removed to be Bishop 
of Kilmore [Sept. 3, 1629]. In both places 
his life was so holy, as seemed to equal the 
primitive Christians : for as they, so he kept all 
the Ember-weeks, observed — besides his private 
devotions — the canonical hours of prayer very 
strictly, and so he did all the Feasts and Fast- 
days of his mother, the Church of England. 
To which I may add, that his patience and 
charity were both such, as shewed his affections 
were set upon things that are above ; for indeed 
his whole life brought forth the fruits of the 
spirit; there being in him such a remarkable 
meekness, that as St. Paul advised his Timothy 
in the election of a Bishop, " That he have a 
good report of those that be without" [i Tim. 
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ilateriu.7]; so had he; for those chat were without, 
^.jears even lho*e that in point of Religion were of the 
1 persuasion, — of which there were very 
many in his Diocese, — did yet — such ti the 
power of visible piety — ever look upon him with 
respect and reverence, and testilied it by a con- 
cealing, and safe protecting him from death in 
the late horrid rebellion in Ireland, when the 
fury of the wild Irish knew no distinction of 
persons ; and yet, there and then he was pro- 
tected and cherished by those of a contrary 
persuasion ; and there and then he died, not by 
violence or misusage, but by grief in a quiet 
prison (1629). And with him was lost many 
of his learned writings which were thought 
worthy of preservation ; and amongst the rest 
was lost the Bible, which by many years' 
labour, and conference, and study, he had trans- 
lated into the Irish tongue, with an intent to 
have printed it for public use. 

More might be said of Mr. Bedel, who, I 
told the Reader, was Sir Henry Wotton'a first 
Chaplain ; and much of his second Chaplain, 
Isa^c Bargrave,^ Doctor in Divinity, and the 
late learned and hospitable Dean of Canterbury; 
as also of the merits of many others, that had 
the happiness to attend Sir Henry in his foreign 

1 Dean of Caiiterliury, born at Bridge, in Kent, 
in 1586, and tducated at Clare Hall, Cambridge, He 
was fined i,aao/. at the coimnencemenC of iKe Civil 
Wan, for being a member of the Convoraeiou ; and, 
in 1641, Colonel Sandj't, whom he had t: ' ' 



1, thre 



him 



his death in January, I643. 
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employments: but the Reader may think that Wotton's 
in this digression I have already carried him too projects 
far from Eton College, and therefore I shall 
lead him back as gently and as orderly as I may 
to that place, for a further conference concerning 
Sir Henry Wotton. 

Sir Henry Wotton had proposed to himself, 
before he entered into his Collegiate life, to write 
the Life of Martin Luther, and in it the History 
of the Reformation, as it was carried on in 
Germany : for the doing of which he had many 
advantages by his several Embassies into those 
parts, and his interest in the several Princes of 
the Empire ; by whose means he had access to 
the Records of all the Hans Towns, and the 
knowledge of many secret passages that fell not 
under common view ; and in these he had made 
a happy progress, as was well known to his 
worthy friend Dr. Duppa, the late reverend 
Bishop of Salisbury. But in the midst of this 
design, his late Majesty King Charles the first, 
that knew the value of Sir Henry Wotton's 
pen, did, by a persuasive loving violence — to 
which may be added a promise of 500/. a year 
— force him to lay Luther aside, and betake 
himself to write the history of England; in 
which he proceeded to write some short char- 
acters of a few Kings, as a foundation upon 
which he meant to build ; but, for the present, 
meant to be more large in the story of Henry 
the Sixth, the Founder of that College, in which 
he then enjoyed all the worldly happiness of his 
present being. But Sir Henry died in the midst 

VOL. I. X 
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His debts of this undertaking, »nd the fooEBtept 
labours are not recoverable by 

This is some account both of his ii 
and the employment of his time in the College, 
where he seemed to have his youth renewed by 
a continual conversation with that learned society, 
and a daily recourse of other friends of choicest 
breeding and parts ; by which that great bless- 
ing of a cheerful heart was still maintained ; he 
being always free even to the last of his days, 
from that peevishness which usialiy attends 
age. 

And yet his mirth was sometimes damped by 
the remembrance of divers old debts, partly con- 
tracted in his foreign employments, for which 
his just arrears due from the King would have 
made satisfaction : but being still delayed with 
Court-promises, and (inding some decays of 
health, he did, about two years before his death, 
out of a Christian desire that none should be a 
loser hy him, make his last Will ; concerning 
which a doubt still remains, namely, whether it 
discovered more holy wit, or conscionable policy. 
But there is no doubt but that his chief design, 
was a Christian endeavour that bia debts might 
be satisfied. 

And that it may remain as such a testimony, 
and a legacy to those that loved him, I shall 
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here impart it to the Reader, as it wan found His Will 
written with his own hand. 

"In the name of God Almighty and All- 
merciful, I Henry Wotton, Provost of his 
Majesty's College by Fton, being mindful of 
mine own mortality, which the sin of our first 
parent* did bring upon all flesh, do by this last 
Will and Testitment thus ditpoae of myself, and 
the poor things I ahall leave in this world. My 
Soul I bequeath to the Immortal God my 
Maker, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, my 
blessed Redeemer and Mediator, through his all 
sole-sufficient satisfaction for the sins of the 
whole world, and efficient for his elect; in the 
number of whom I am one by his mere g''^'^*'' 
and thereof most unremoveably assured by his 
Holy Spirit, the true eternal Comforter, My 
body I bequeath lo the earth, if I shall end my 
transitory days, at or near Eton, to be buried in 
the Chapel of the said College, as the Fellows 
shall dispose thereof, with whom I have lived 
— my God knows — in all loving affection ; or 
if I shall die near Bocton Maiherbc, in the 
County of Kent, then I wish to be laid in that 
Parish - Church, as near as may be to the 
sepulchre of my good father, expecting a joyful 
resurrection with him in the day of Christ." 

After this account of his faith, and this sur- 
render of his soul to that God that inspired it, 
and this direclion for the disposal of his body, 
he procfcded to ap[)oinl thai hi a Executors 
(hould lay over his grave a marble i 
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s mouldera CTen marble to dust, — 'for — 1 1 
■ mcnts ihemselves muat die ; therefore did he^ 
waving the common way — think fit rather I 
preserve his name — to which the son of Sirach 
adviaeth alJ men — by a useful Apophthegm, thao 
by a large enumeratioa of his descent or merits, 
of both which he might justly hare boasted ; 
but he was content to forget them, and did 
choose oaiy this prudent, pious sentence to 
discover his dispoisiiion, and preierve his 
memory. 

It was directed by him to be thus inscribed ; 



Hicjacel h 



Authar 1 

SCABIES. 



Nameji 12/iaj gatre. 
Which may be Englished thus: 

Htrt lies the frit Aulhar of ih'u jenltnci 

THE [TCH OF D15PUTAT10H WILL PB.OVK 
THE SC.\U OF THE CHURCH. 

Inquire his Name ihe-whert. 



And if any shull object, as I think some ha' _. 
that Sir Henry Wotion was not the first author 
of this sentence: but that this, or a sentence like 
it, was long before his time ; 10 him I answer, 
that Solomon says, "Nothing can be spoken, 
that hath not been spoken ; for there is no new 



daT^^^ 



ip«is quoqutf fata lepulcrii." 



" QuandoijUlder 
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thing under the sun.'' But grant, that in his His 
various reading he had met with this, or a like ?R*^P^ 
sentence, yet reason mixed with charity should "®*®°"^ 
persuade all Readers to believe, that Sir Henry 
Wotton's mind was then so fixed on that part of 
the communion of Saints which is above, that an 
holy lethargy did surprise his memory. For 
doubtless, if he had not believed himself to be 
the first author of what he said, he was too 
prudent first to own, and then expose it to public 
view and censure of every critic. And question- 
less it will be charity in all Readers to think his 
mind was then so fixed on Heaven, that a holy 
zeal did transport him ; and that, in this sacred 
ecstacy, his thoughts were then only of the 
Church Triumphant, into which he daily ex- 
pected his admission ; and that Almighty God 
was then pleased to make him a Prophet, to tell 
the Church Militant, and particularly that part of 
it in this nation, where the weeds of controversy 
grow to be daily both more numerous and more 
destructive to humble piety; and where men 
have consciences that boggle at ceremonies, and 
yet scruple not to speak and act such sins as the 
ancient humble Christians believed to be a sin to 
think ; and where, our reverend Hooker says, 
** former simplicity, and softness of spirit, is not 
now to be found, because Zeal hath drowned 
Charity, and Skill, Meekness." It will be good 
to think, that these sad changes have proved 
this Epitaph to be a useful caution unto us of this 
nation ; and the sad effects thereof in Germany 
have proved it to be a mournful truth. 
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His Will This by way of obaFrration concerning hi» 
again Epitaph ; ihe rest of his Will follows in his own 

" Fiiriher, I the aaid Henry Wotton, do con- 
stitute and ordain to be joint Executors of this 
my last Will and Teitament, my two grand- 
nephews, Albert Morton, second son to Sir 
Robert Morton, Knight, late deceased, and 
Thomas Dacgrave, eldest son to Dr. Bargrave, 
Dean of Canterbury, husband to my right virtu- 
ous and only Niece. And I do pray the fore- 
said Dr. Bargrave, and Mr. Nicholas Pey, my 
most faithful and chosen friends, together with 
Mr. John Harrison,' one of the Fellows of 
Eton College, best acquainted with my books 
and pictures, and other utensils, to be Super- 
visors of this my last Will and Testament. 
Add I do pray the foresaid Dr. Bargrave, and 
Mr. Nicholas Pcy, to be solicitors for such 
arrearages as shall appear due unto me from hia 
Majesty's Exchequer at the time of my death; 
and to assist my forenamcd Executors in some 
reasonable and conicientious satisfaction of my 
creditors, and discharge of my legacies now 
specified ; or that shall be hereafter added unto 
this my Testament, by nny Codicil or Schedule, 
or left in the hands, or in any memorial with the 

' Elected Fellow of Eton College, October igih, 
liijti. He was probiibl)' that " learned and eminent 
Diilne," whom Anthony Wood mention! as the 
Author of "A Vindication of the Holy Scriptures, or 

'le Manifests ' ' " ~ . . .. . -^ 
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aforesaid Mr. John Harrison. And first, to Bequests 
my most dear Sovereign and Master, of incom- 
parable goodness, — in whose gracious opinion I 
have ever had some portion, as far as the interest 
of a plain honest man, — I leave four pictures at 
large of those Dukes of Venice, in whose time I 
was there employed, with their names written on 
the back side, which hang in my great ordinary 
Dining room, done after the life by Edoardo 
Fialetto : ^ likewise a table of the Venetian 
College, where Ambassadors had their audience, 
hanging over the mantel of the chimney in 
the said room, done by the same hand, which 
containeth a draught in little, well resembling 
the famous Duke Leonardo Donato, in a time 
which needed a wise and constant man. Item. 
The picture of a Duke of Venice, hanging over 
against the door, done either by Titiano, or some 
other principal hand, long before my time. Most 
humbly beseeching his Majesty, that the said 
pieces may remain in some corner of any of his 
houses, for a poor memorial of his most humble 
vassal. 

*^ Item. I leave his said Majesty all the 
papers and negociations of Sir Nich. Throg- 
morton,^ Knight, during his famous employ- 

* Born at Bologna in 1573 ; studied there under 
Giovanni Battista Cremonini, and afterwards became 
a pupil of Tintoretto at Venice. He died in 1638. 

3 An eminent Statesman and Ambassador in the 
Court of Elizabeth, virhose daughter Sir Waiter 
Raleigh married. He was imprisoned in the Tower, 
as a party in Wyatt's insurrection, but was acquitted 
for want of evidence ; and being greatly esteemed by 
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t under Queen Hltzabcih, in Scotland, : 
in France; which contain divera lecreti >i| 
Sute, that perchance his Majesty will think-i| 
to be presefved in his Paper-Office, after t 
hare been perused and sorted by Mr. Sec 
Windehank, with whom [ haie heretofore, ■( 
I remember, conferred about them. They w 
committed to mydisposal by Sir Arthur ThroJ 
morton, his Son, to whoae worthy memory'l 
cannot better discharge my faith than by autgr 
ing them to the highest place of trust. Itei 
I leave to our most gracious and virtuous Que 
Mary, Dioscorides, with the plants natural 
coloured, and the text translated by Matthiotoi 
in the best language of Tuscany, whence her 
■aid Majesty is lineally descended, for a poor 
token of my thankfti! devotion, for the honour 
she was once pleased to do my private Study 
with her presence. I leave to the most hope- 
fill Prince, the picture of the elected and 
crowned Queen of Bohemia, his Aunt, of clear 
and respieodcnt virtues, through the clouds of 
her fortune. To my Lord's Grace of Canter- 
bury now being, I leave my picture of Divine 
Love, rarely copied from one in the King's 
galleries, of my piesentaiion to his Majesty j 
beseeching him to receive it as a pledge of 
my humble reverence to his great wisdom. 
And to the most worthy Lord Bishop of 

Secretary Waliingham, he was employed in Em- 
basslea, hoth lo France and Scotland. He died in 
February 1571, being nken ill in the house of Trea- 
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London, Lord High Treasurer of England, in Bequests 
true admiration of his Christian simplicity and 
contempt of earthly pomp, I leave a picture of 
Heraclitus bewailing, and Democritus laughing 
at the world : most humbly beseeching the said 
Lord Archbishop his Grace, and the Lord 
Bishop of London, of both whose favours I 
have tasted in my lifetime, to intercede with 
our most gracious Sovereign after my death, in 
the bowels of Jesus Christ, that out of com- 
passionate memory of my long services, — wherein 
I more studied the public honour than mine 
own utility, — some order may be taken out of 
my arrears due in the Exchequer, for such 
satisfaction of my creditors, as those whom I 
have ordained Supervisors of this my last Will 
and Testament shall present unto their Lord- 
ships> without their further trouble: hoping 
likewise in his Majesty's most indubitable good- 
ness, that he will keep me from all prejudice, 
which I may otherwise suffer by any defect 
of formality in the demand of my said arrears. 

To for a poor addition to his Cabinet, 

I leave, as emblems of his attractive virtues 
and obliging nobleness, my great Loadstone, 
and a piece of Amber, of both kinds naturally 
united, and only differing in degree of concoc- 
tion, which is thought somewhat rare. Item, 
a piece of Chrystal Sexangular — as they grow 
all — ^grasping divers several things within it, 
which I bought among the Rhaetian Alps, in 
the very place where it grew; recommending 
most humbly unto his Lordship, the reputation 
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ray poor name io the poiat of my deb 
I hare done la (he forcnamed Spiritual Lol 

I heartily aorry that I have i 
token of tny humble thankfulness to his honot 
person. Item. I leave 
bank, one of his Majesty's principal i 
taries of State, — whom I found my great frier 
in point of necessity,— the four Seasons of old 
BMsano, to hang near the eye in his Parlour, 
— being in little form, — which I bought at 
Venice, where I iirat entered into his most 
worthy acquaintance. 

" To the above-named Dr. Bargrave, Dean 
of Canterbury, [ leave all my Italian Books not 
disposed in this Will. I leave to him likewise 
my Viol de Gamba, which hath been twice with 
me in Italy, in which country I first contracted 
with him an unrcmoveablc affection. To my 
other Supervisor, Mr. Nicholas Pey, I leave my 
Chest, or Cabinet of Instruments and Engines 
of all kinds of uses ; in the lower box whereof, 
are some [in it were Italian locks, pick-locks, 
screws to force open doors, and many things of 
worth and rarity, that he had gathered in his 
for«gn travel] fit to be bequeathed to none but 
so entire an honest man as he is. I leave him 
likewise forty pounds for his pains in the 
solicitation of my arrears ; and am sorry that 
my] ragged estate can reach no further to one 
that hath taken such care for me in the same 
kind, during all my foreign employments. To 



the Library of Eton College, I I 
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of the Fellows a plain ring of gold, enamdled His detyts 
blacky all save the yerge, with this motto paid 
within, " jimor unit omnia.** 

" This is my last Will and Testament, save 
what shall be added by a Schedule thereunto 
annexed, written on the First of October, in 
the present year of our Redemption, 1637, 
and subscribed by myself, with the testimony 
of these Witnesses, 

Henry Wotton. 

Nich. Oudert, 

Geo. Lash.*' 

And now, because the mind of man is best 
satisfied by the knowledge of events, I think 
fit to declare, that every o(pe that was named 
in his Will did gladly receive their legacies : 
by which, and his most just and passionate de- 
sires for the payment of his debts, they joined 
in assisting the Overseers of his Will;^ and 
by their joint endeavours to the King, — ^than 
whom none was more willing,-— conscionable 
satisfaction was given for his just debts. 

The next thing wherewith I shall acquaint 
the Reader is, that he went usually once a year, 
if not oftener, to the beloved Bocton Hall, 
where he would say, ** He found a cure for all 
cares, by the cheerful company, which he called 
the living furniture of that place : and a restora- 

^ The Will is recorded in the Prerogative Court 
of Canterbury, in the volume marked Coventry, 
Article S: it was proved Jan. i8th, 1639-40, before 
Sir Henry Marten. 
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Win- lion of his strength, by the connaturalncH 1 
cheater ihat which he called his genial air." 4 

.College He yearly went also to Oxford. But ^1 
Summer before his death he changed that fi 
journey to Winchester College, to which Scl^ 
he was lirst removed from Bocton. And u^j 
returned from Winchester towards Eton < 
lege, said to a friend, hia companion in 
journey : " How useful was that advice 
holy Monk, who persuaded his friend to 
form hia customary devotions in a 
because in that place we usually meet with d 
*ery thoughts which possessed i 
being there ! And 1 find it thus far experin 
ally true, that at my now being in that Sebt 
and seeing that very place where I sat wheq 
was a boy, occasioned r 
very thoughts of my youth which then pos« 
me: sweet thoughts indeed, that promised B 
growing years numerous pleasures, without n ' 
tures of cares : and those to be enjoyed, 
time — which I therefore thought slow-paced— 
had changed my youth into manhood. But age 
and experience have taught me that those were 
but empty hopes ; for I have always found it 
true, as my Saviour did foretell, ' sufficient for 
the day is the evil thereof.' Nevcrtheieas, I 
•aw there a succession of boys using the same 
recreations, and, questionless, possessed with the 
same thoughts that then possessed me. Thus 
one generation succeeds another, both in their 
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hopes, fears, and death." 
rn from Winchester to ] 



SIR HENRY WOTTON 193 

which was about five months before his death, Mr. John 

he became much more retired and contempla- Hales 

tive : in which time he was often visited by Mr. 

Joha Hales,^ — learned Mr. John Hales, — then 

a Fellow of that College, to whom upon an 

occasion he spake to this purpose : ** I have, in 

my passage to my grave, met with most of those 

joys of which a discoursive soul is capable ; and 

been entertained with more inferior pleasures than 

the sons of men are usually made partakers of: 

nevertheless, in this voyage I have not always 

floated on the calm sea of content ; but have often 

met with cross winds and storms, and with many 

troubles of mind and temptations to evil. And 

yet, though I have been, and am a man com- 

^ Mr. John Hales, of Eton, commonly called " the 
Ever- Memorable/' and " the Walking Library/* from 
his extensive erudition, was Greek Professor of the 
University of Oxford, and was born at Bath in the 
year 1584. He entered Corpus Christi College at 
the age of 15, whence he was elected a Fellow of 
Merton in x6o6, Sir Henry Saville having discovered 
his prodigious talents. In 1613, he left Oxford for 
a Fellowship at Eton; and in 1618, he attended Sir 
Dudley Carleton, the Ambassador of James I. to the 
Synod of Dort, of the proceedings of which he wrote 
a faithful and regular narrative in a series of Letters. 
In 1638, Archbishop Laud made him one of his Chap- 
lains: and, in the following year, a Canon of Windsor. 
He suffered much from his attachment to the Royal 
cause, and was obliged to sell his collection of books 
at a low price, notwithstanding which, and the assist- 
ance of some friends, he died in extreme distress at 
Eton, on the X9th of May, 1656. 

The passage concerning Mr. Hales is wholly omitted 
in the first ^ition of the Life of Wotton. 
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Latter paseed about with human frailties. Almighty God 
days bath by his grace ptevented me from muking 

I shipwreck, of faith and a good conEcicnce, the 

thought of which is now the joy of my heart, 
and 1 must humbly praiae him for it : and I 
humbly acknowledge that it was Dot myself, but 
he that hath kept me to this great age, and let 
him take the glory of his great mercy. — And, 
my dear friend, 1 now see that I draw near my 
harbour of death ; that harbour that will secure 
me from all the future storms and waves of this 
restless world ; and 1 praise God I am willing 10 
leave it, and expect a better ; that world whereia 
dwelleth righteousness ; and I long for it ! " 
These and the like expressions were then 
uttered by him at the beginning of a feverish 
distemper, at which time he was alio troubled 
with an Asthma, or short spitting ; but after 
leas than twenty fits, by the help of familiar 
physic and a spare diet, this fever abated, yet 
80 as to leave him much weaker than it found 
him; and his Asthma seemed also to be over- 
come in a good degree by his forbearing tobacco, 
which, as many thoughtfiil men do, he also had 
taken somewhat immoderately. This was his 
then present condition, and thus he continued 
till about the end of October, 1639, which was 
about a month before his death, at which time 
he again fell into a fever, which though he 
seemed to recover, yet these still left him so 
weak, that they, and those other e 
mi ties that accompany age, we 
him like civil friends, and after 
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to leave him, — came now both oftener and with Doath 
more violence, and at last took up their constant 
habitation with him, still weakening his body and 
abating his cheerfulness ; of both which he grew 
more sensible, and did the oftener retire into his 
Study, and there made many papers that had 
passed his pen, both in the days of his youth 
and in the busy part of his life, useless, by a fire 
made there to that purpose. These, and several 
unusual expressions to his servants and friends, 
seemed to foretell that the day of his death drew 
near ; for which he seemed to those many friends 
that observed him, to be well prepared, and to 
be both patient and free from all fear, as several 
of his letters writ on this his last sick-bed may 
testify. And thus he continued till about the 
beginning of December following, at which time 
he was seized more violently with a Quotidian 
fever ; in the tenth fit of which fever, his better 
part, that part of Sir Henry Wotton which could 
not die, put off mortality with as much content 
and cheerfulness as human frailty is capable of, 
being then in great tranquillity of mind, and in 
perfect peace with God and man. 

And thus the circle of Sir Henry Wotton's 
life — ^that circle which began at Bocton, and in 
the circumference thereof did first touch at Win- 
chester School, then at Oxford, and after upon 
so many remarkable parts and passages in Chris- 
tendom — that circle of his Life was by Death 
thus closed up and completed, in the seventy and 
second year of his age, at Eton College ; where, 
according to his Will, he now lies buried, with 
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Cowley's i-'' Motlo on a pUii 
elegy dying worihy of hia 
of the love and h 



te-stone over him : 
and family, worthy 
vour ol to many Princes, aad 
wisdom and learning, worthy 
of the trust committed unto him, for the service 
of hia Prince and Country. 

And all Readers are requested to believe that 
he was worthy of a more worthy pen, to have 
preserved his Memory and commended his Merits 
of posterity. Ii, Wa. 



AN ELEGY ON SIR HENRY WOTrOl 



MR, ABRAHAM COWLEY. 

What shall we say, since silent now is he. 

Who when he spoke all things would silent b 

Who had so many languages in store 

That only Fame shall speak of him in more. J 

Whom England now no more return'd 

He's gone to Heaven, on his fourth embasg]) 

On earth he travell'd often, not to sa 

He'd been abroad to pass loose time 

For in whatever liind he chanced to i 

He read the men and manners ; bringing h 

Their wisdom, learning, and their piety, 

As if he went to conquer, not to see. 

So well he understood the most and best 

Of tongues that Babel sent into the West 

Spoke them so truly, that he had, you'd «' 

Not only liv'd, but been burn everywhere. 
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Justly each nation's speech to him was known, Cowley's 

Who for the world was made, not us alone : elegy 

Nor ought the language of that man be less. 

Who in his breast had all things to express. 

We say that learning's endless, and blame Fate 

For not allowing life a longer date, 

He did the utmost bounds of Knowledge find. 

And found them not so large as was his mind ; 

fiut, like the brave Pellean youth, did moan. 

Because that Art had no more worlds than one. 

And when he saw that he through all had past, 

He died — lest he should idle grow at last. 

A. Cowley. 
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THE WORKS OF SIR HENRY 
WOTTON. 

Wotton's " RELIQUI-ffi WOTTONIAN-ffi ; or, a CoUection 
Works ^^ Lives, Letters, Poems with Characters of sundry 
Personages, and other incomparable Pieces of Lan- 
guage and Art: By the curious Pencil of the ever 
memorable Sir Henry Wotton, Knt. late Provost of 
Eaton College, i6$i.** A second edition in 4to 
appeared in 1654: a third in 1672. In the fourth 
edition, which appeared in 1685, is the valuable 
addition of Letters to the Lord Zouch. 

This collection contains the "TREATISE on the 
ELEMENTS of ARCHITECTURE," first published 
in 1624, 4to. This Treatise is still held in high 
estimation, has been translated into Latin, and an- 
nexed to the works of Vitruvius, and to Freart*s 
" Parallel of the Ancient Architecture with the 
Modern." 

Of Sir Henry Wotton's Latin Panegyric on Charles 
I. there are two translations by unJcnown hands: 
The one is inserted in "The Reliquiae Wottonianae ; " 
the other is very scarce, printed in a very smsill 
twenty- fours, in a large type, containing 118 pages, 
besides the Dedication and Preface. 

Sir Henry Wotton's English Poems have been 
carefully edited by Archdeacon Hannah in the Aldine 
Edition of the British Poets (Forms of Sir Walter 
Raleigh . . . ivith those of Sir Henry Wotton and other 
Courtly Poets, 1 8 70). 

Besides the pieces in " The Remains," Sir Henry 
Wotton wrote 

« THE STATE OF CHRISTENDOM ; or a most 
exact and curious Discovery of many Secret Passages 

X98 
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and hidden Mysteries of the Times. London^ i^S?*" Wottotl's 
To which is added "A SUPPLEMENT to the HIS- Works 
TORY of the STATE of CHRISTENDOM." Re- 
printed in 1677. 

Several of Sir Henry Wotton's letters are inserted 
in <* Cabala, or Mysteries of State. London^ i^54»" 
in 4to; and in <* Cabala, or Scrinia sacra. London^ 
1663," Fol. : also in "Strafford's Letters and De- 
spatches, 1739," Fol. 

The two following tracts, written by Sir Henry 
Wotton, were never printed ; namely, 

"The JOURNAL of his EMBASSIES to 
VENICE ; " a MS. fairly written, and formerly in 
the library of Lord Edward Conway. 

"THREE PROPOSITIONS to the COUNT 
D'ANGOSCIOLA, in Matters of Duels;" a MS. 
preserved in the library of the College of Arms. 



END OF VOL. 1. 



This issue of « Walton's Lives ** is based ufon John Major's 
edition of iZl^f vuhich was printed from a copy of the edition of 1675, 
'^'^ corrected by Walton's otvn pen,** Major's " illustrate noies " 
have been preserved, jvith some modifications by later hands, Mr. 
Austin Dobson has read the text, added the marginalia, and con- 
tributed the supplementary notes. 



I. G. 



August 9, 

IVdUon's birthday, 
1898. 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES. 

The numbers at the beginning of paragraphs refer to the pages, 

LIFE OF DONNE. 

Frmtispiete* — This is the portrait of Donne referred to at 
p. 97 of this volume as being prefixed to the 
Poems of 1639. 

Texty etc, — Izaak Walton's Life of Dr. John Donne was origi- 
nally published in 1640 as an introduction 
to the first folio edition of Donne's LXXX 
Sermons, In 1658 it was issued separately in 
i2mo, with a dedicatory letter to Sir Robert 
Holt of Aston, in the County of Warwick, 
In 1670 it was republished in 8yo, with the 
Lives of Wotton, Hooker, and Herbert, being 
then "Printed by Tho. Netvcomb for Richard 
Marriott,*^ Other editions of this followed, 
the fourth of which, that of 1675, contains 
the text which has been mainly relied upon 
for the present volumes. A fifth edition 
appeared in 1679. In 1796 Dr. Thomas 
Zouch published his well-known edition of 
the Lives; Major followed in 1825; and in 
1852 Henry Kent Causton put forth an edi- 
tion of Donne's Life (<* Contemplative Man's 
Library"), "with very careful and learned 
notes," Recently (1897) a delightful John 
Donne by Dr, Jessopp (v^o also wrote the 
memoir for the Dictionary of National Biography) 
has been added to Methuen's " Leaders of 
Religion " Series ; and it is understood (1898) 
that an exhaustive and critical biography of 
Donne, including his letters, is now being 
prepared by the capable pen of Mr. Edmund 
Qosse. 

?9X 
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ix. some years past. In 1665* 

4. but then death prevented his intentions. Sir Henry Wotton 
died in December 1639. 

4. Pompey's poor bondman. See North's Plutarch^ I579» P* 

718. 

5. When Doctor DONNE^S Sermons were Jirst printed, I,e, 

in 1640. See note on "Text," etc. 

7. in the year 1 57 3. He was born in Bread Street, Cheap- 

side, where Milton also was born thirty-five years 
later. His father, another John Donne, was an iron- 
monger; his mother, whose Christian name was 
Elizabeth, was a daughter of John Heywood the 
epigrammatist. 

8. censure, opinion, judgmenjt. Cf, Bacon, Essay xxix., 

at the beginning. 

9. There he remained. He was admitted 23rd October 

1584, being then in his twelfth year. 
9. transplanted from Oxford to Cambridge, No evidence has 
been discovered for this. 

10. Pseudo' Martyr, 16x0. V, infra, p. 41. 

11. they be his own words. Cf, paragraph 4 of Preface to 

Pseudo- Martyr, 

13. deploration, lamentation. 

14. for the space of fii>e years, I,e, from August 1596 to 

1601. 

16. a marriage. This took place about Christmas, 
1600, the lady being sixteen, and Donne six-and- 
twenty. 

2o. reluct, hold back, hesitate. Walton seems fond of this 
word. See p. 103, and " reluctations," p. 58. 

23. // yet living, Walton's first edition, as already stated, 
was issued in 1640, and Morton died in 1659. 

25. estate you in it, put or settle you into it. 

28. a house in Mitcham, This is said to have been ''early 
in 1606." Half a century ago ''Donne's house," of 
which there is a sketch at p. 58 of Dr. Jessopp's 
book, was still pointed out. Donne lived there for 
at least four years, not very happily, if we may judge 
from the letter quoted on p. 29, and dated " Prom 
my Hospital at Mitcham." 
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Page 

35. This is a relatum^ etc, Johnson, who much admired 
these Livesy complained that Donne's vision had been 
left out of " a later edition " which he had seen, ** by 
way of adapting the book to the taste of the present 
age'' (Hill's Bosivell, 1887, ii. 445); but, as stated in 
the note to page 36, it did not appear in the earlier 
issues, and even in the collection of 1670, so that 
the peccant '< later edition " may well have been 
printed from a copy in which it was not included. 

39. As stiff tvftH'Compasses, This, no doubt, is one of the 
passages to which Macaulay refers when he speaks of 
poets who compare <* coyness to an enthymeme, absence 
to a pair of combassesy and an unrequited passion to the 
fortieth remainder-man in an entail " (John Dryden in 
Edinburgh JRevienv for January 1828). 

41. Pseudo-Martyr. See full title at p. iii. 

43. Theobalds, There is a picture of the old palace in the 
Gentleman* s Magazine for February, 1836. The site 
of the last remaining portion is now occupied by 
Theobalds Square, Cheshunt. Walton mentions 
the house in Chap. I. of The Complete Angler ("The 
First Day "), where he makes Auceps say : " Sir, 
I shall by your favour bear you company as far 
as Theobalds." Again: "I must in manners break 
off, for I see Theobalds House." 

43. as he professeth. Devotions upon Emergent Occasions , etc. 
London, 1624, i2mo, p. 182. 

48. holy profession. He is supposed to have been ordained 
25th January 1615.^ 

48. maiU him his Chaplain in Ordinary, Walton is wrong 
here, as Donne did not get the Chaplaincy until a 
year later. 

48. Paddington, It was then a suburban village. The little 
ruinous church in which Donne preached was pulled 
down and rebuilt in 1678. It was taken down again 
in 1791. 

50. In the very same month. James went to Cambridge, 

7th March 16 15. 

51. expressed a gladness. This seems inaccurate, as the Cam- 

bridge authorities were averse from the distinction 
conferred on Donne. 



I 

St 

60. 



ADDITIONAL NOTES 



1. 3X, Ib 




C/. Dc 



ttfi . . . LiKctUn'i Im. Thii raledictory a 
by Dr. Jeseopp to be "one of his noblei 
eloquent efforti." The text wai Ecdei, nil. i. 

iilnaathm, repugnances (see note to p. 10). 

mail yn Dmh <,/ Si. Pour,. lyCh Noyember iGlI. 

viaragi,/Sl. Dumla:,. Id Fleet Street. The church- 
yard wai [hen built in with itationers' shops, from 
one of which, RicharJ Marriott's, was issued the 
first eighteen penny edition of Tkc Combtrle Angler 
(M^CHriuz P^itic*,, May 1653). 

Bimi a/ Devsiiau. FoT full title see p. iii. 

Mr: Harvey,<aAI>ur!,Htlik,mEiiHi. l.t. Aldborough- 
□r Ahrey-Hatch, in the Handred of Becontree, near 
Barking. Donne'i eldest daughter, Constance, married 
Samuel Harvey of Aldboroogh -Hatch in June i6jo. 
He was her second husband, ber lirst having betn 
Edvard Alleyn, the founder of Bulnlcli College. 

Sir Henry Gxdiir. There are eight letters lo Goodere 
at the end of the /■««< of 1633. 

BiathMat«. For full title see p. iii. 

F^iri Pada. Dr. Johnson wrote a Life of Sarpi in the 
Gnrt/mflji'j MagaiiiKi for 1738. 

iMpforlalicH, support, 

kk ini" Fn-ural SerBum. Draii'i Dvcll wai said on the 
title to be " called ty Ah Mamihi hnihoU Ti: D^m 
rvint Fvitrrall Strmn." See alto King's EUg^, p. 106, 
1. 9 a (fj. 

HU alire pica Bf tukiu marble. "The monument of Dr. 
Donne, saved from the old cathedral — an effigy of the 
ofDonne, wrapped in hit sepulchral ' ' ' 
' " " ' ' im the crypt and 

lisle " (inwlw, fjjf tmd Pr„ 
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LIFE OF WOTTON 

Text. — ^The Life of Sir Henry Wtdton was first prefixed to the 
Reliquia Wottoniarue, i2mo, 1651. There were 
further editions in 1654, 1672, and 1685, to the 
last of which were, for the first time, added 
Wotton's Letters to the Lord Zouch, « Collected 
from the Originals." Wotton's Life was also 
included in the collection of 1670, and is here 
based upon the 1675 edition of that volume. 
A " biographical sketch " of Wotton by Dr. A. 
W. Ward of The Owens College, Manchester, 
has recently (1898) been issued by Messrs. 
Archibald Constable & Co. With the aid of 
the Reliquia Wottoniana, it essays to fill in the 
picture of Wotton's life where Walton, paint- 
ing <<the calm and peaceful eventide'' chiefly 
of his friend's career, had left it incomplete. 

Page 

117. born , , . in 1 568. The exact date is the 9th April 
1568. 

117. Kent. In the Reliquia Wottoniana, 1651, p. 307, Wotton 
speaks of himself as << a plain Kentish-mzn." 

119. hutf saith Holinshed, Chronicles, 1587, iii. p. 1402. 

121. He toas . . . County^ Camden, Britain, ^^37) P* 

33»- 

122. several employments, Camden, ^rxfai«, 1 637, p. 331. 

123. Archinsht^ of Canterbury, Holinshed, C^roAic/^j, 1587, iii. 

p. 1403. 
126. the Tragethf ofTancredo, *< Wotton's play, which is not 

«xtant, must have been written about 1586 " (Ward's 

Sir Henry Wotton, 1898, 12 n.). 
116. he proceeded Mcuter of Arts, I,e, about 1 5 89 or 1590. 
128. A&ericus Gentilis wrote a treatise De Legationihus, 1583. 
136. Casaubon, Casaubon's monument, on which, in 1658, 

Walton scratched his monogram, is in the south 

transept. 
141. Ferdinand, the Great Duke of Florence, There is "A 

Character " of the Duke by Wotton in the Reliquia, 

1685, pp. 243-46. 
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Pag€ 

145. Sir Alhertus Morton, It was upon Morton's widow, 
who survived him for two years, that was written 
the beautiful and << passionately plain'' epitaph pre- 
served in the Reliquia^ 16^5) P* 5^o: — 

<< He first deceased. She for a little tryed 
To live without him : liked it not, and dyed. " 

In the first edition of 165 1, p. 529, this is ascribed 
erroneously to Wotton himself. 

152. Father Paul, See attiCy Life f^ Donne ^ p. 82 n. 

156. choicely eloquent, Cf, " choicely good " in The Complete 
Angler J 1653, p. 64. 

169. Ait innate pleasure of Angling, Cf, The Complete Angler, 
i653» PP* 32-35, and the poem, *< On a Banck as I 
sate a Fishing," in the Reliquia, 165 1, p. 524. He 
intended to write "a discourse of the Art" (The 
Complete Angler , " Epistle Dedicatory "). 

184. Hiejacet, In a letter, dated from the Fleet in August 

1644, James Howell ascribes this to <<a famous 
Author," and misquotes it. << Prurigo scripturientium 
erat scabies temporum : The itching of Scribblers was 
the scab of the Time" (Familiar Letters, by Jacobs, 
1890, p. 442). 

185. questionless, without doubt. 

188. the picture . . . of the Q^teen of Bohemia, This, by Gerard 
Honthorst, is now at Hampton Court. 

193. Mr. John Hales, It was Wotton who spoke of Hales 
as << oxxr Bibliotheca ambulans " in a letter to Sir Edmund 
Bacon (Reliquia, 1685, p. 475) ; and in Lord Clarendon's 
Life, I, p. 62, he is called " one of the least men in the 
kingdom, and one of the greatest scholars in Europe. " 

195. he now lies buried. His monument is in the chapel at 
Eton College. His portrait, resting his head on his 
left hand, and a large bird's-eye view of Venice painted 
for him when ambassador there, are also at Eton. 
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